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Led by Co-Chairs Marjo Miller, Catherine Woolsey and twelve volunteers, the Western Regions Tour is 
in the history books and the Packard Club of San Diego did itself proud. The four days of Packard 
motoring and tons of fun went off without a hitch.  Comments from other regions agree with my 
assessment.  From my view point the organizers made it looks easy, which is a tribute to their 
professionalism and hard work. 
 

We were welcomed by Marjo, Catherine and Karen.  
Karen Schauer and Lynn Stroble presented us with a 
welcome basket which could sustain life for at least a 
day--or two. A program of the coming events was also 
provided and contained a brief description of what we 
were going to see.  
 
Our two Key Co-Chairs, Catherine Woolsey, on 
the left, welcoming Mr. Jim Woolsey while Marjo 
Miller, on the right completes the paper work. 
 
Sixty Packard owners attended, with nearly all 
bringing a Packard automobile. Guests came from 
Washington, Oregon, Nevada, Arizona, and of course 
California. The regions represented were NorCal, Earl 
C. Anthony and The Packard Cub of San Diego.  The 
farthest a Packard was driven to the event was by 

Milton and Carolee Wheeler of Saratoga, CA, behind the wheel of his 1947 Clipper, a daily driver.  
The farthest traveled was Gene Stout of Pacific Northwest Packards, who wrote a very nice article 
about the event in their monthly news magazine, the Traveler.  Packard Automobile Classics (PAC) 
National board member Jay Hubbard, the Vice President for Projects and Greg Titus, the PAC Finance 
Committee Chairman, attended the tour.    
 

  
One of the many surprises for guests were the classy polo shirts with the 
“Packards By The Bay” logo stitched over the breast, the work of Lynn 
Strobel and Rick Carlson  

 
 
 
 

As guests arrived on Wednesday Karl Ramsing, pictured on the left; was 
in charge of getting the Packards parked in their designated “special’ 
parking spots, in the underground parking garage  
 
One serious challenge was trailer parking.  Marjo arranged for Ron 
Carpenter’s truck-trailer combo to park in front of her Point Loma 
Home.  Tim Pestotnik was a huge help as well, making room for Greg 
Titus’ trailer and the last-minute arrival of Henry Hopkins’s trailer.  The 
Schauer home in Escondido became the staging area for Sandra 
Hansen’s two trailers, so everyone was accommodated seamlessly 

 
 

 
 

Did anyone notice that Buttercup photo bombed the cover photo 
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Lynn and Rick 
 



There were a lot of Packards arriving, getting parked, and trailers being unloaded.  In some cases, it 
looked like entrants from Pebble Beach 
arriving.  Buttercup was in awe and wanted 
a face lift, maybe next year. 
 
The 1947 Packard Clipper arriving is 
Milton and Carolee Wheeler from 
Saratoga, CA 
 
 
 
 

Ron Carpenter unloads his 1941 120 Station 
Wagon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After everyone was settled in, we took a tour of 
Point Loma, organized by Catherine and Marjo. 

Marjo led us past the Naval 
Base to the Fort Rosecrans 
National Cemetery which 
overlooks San Diego Bay 
and the Blue Pacific Ocean.  
From Fort Rosecrans we 
proceeded to the Cabrillo 
National Monument 
Commemorating Captain 
Juan Cabrillo’s landing on 
what is now California.  We 
walked up the path way to 

the Point Loma Light House which was lit on November 15, 1855 and was in service until 1891, when 
the light was moved to a lower point on peninsula for better visibility. 

 
WELCOME DINNER AT THE YACHT CLUB 

 
Marjo arranged the welcome dinner at the Southwestern Yacht Club on Point Loma.  A first-class 
outdoor dining area was set up on the patio overlooking the marina, under the stars, by candle light. 
 

Mitch Mota, 
Harry Hopkins, 

Tom O’Hara, 
Dion Dyer, Marjo 
Miller and Brian 

Wagner 
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Regional Director, Richard Schauer gave the appropriate opening remarks and we dined on some excellent 
cuisine.   

The two wonderful ladies who made it happen, 
Marjo Miller and Catherine Woolsey.    

Prior to the driving tours Jim Woolsey 
presented a description on how to avoid 
brake fade that may occur with drum 
brake systems used on older automobiles.  

Jim Woolsey discussing brake fade using a 
photo of a Pierce Arrow that nearly ran off the 
pier, into a lake, when the driver lost brakes 
due to overheating.   

DAY TWO THE T0UR GETS UNDERWAY 

Bright and early Thursday morning the Packard automobiles were gathered overlooking the bay 
for a photograph by our club photographer, Carol Ross with Catherine Woolsey directing the 
positioning.  The owners were given the photo the next day   

Andrew Wallace’s 1952 Patrician “400” Mark Rajos’ 1951 Packard pickup conversion. 
I might call it an El Packamino     

Jim 
Davidson’s 
1955 Packard 
400      

Marjo Miller’s 1948 
Woodie, all original 
Barn stains and all 

Packard Club of San Diego Page 4 of 24 Predictor July 2021 



Harry Hopkin’s 1947 Club Sedan  Ron Carpenters 1941 Woodie Buttercup; owns Steve and Carol Ross 

Jay Hubbard’s 1940 120 Coupe    Woolsey’s 1935 V-12 Limo Sandra Hansen’s 1936 Convertible Sedan    

Sandra Hansen’s 1940 180    Richard Schauer’s 1934 Touring Sedan     Paul Santy and his 1936 Club Sedan 

Jim Davidson’s 1955 “400”   Art and Robin Rosen’s 1954 Panama   Mike and Susan Nadeau’s 1936 120 B 
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Tim Pestotnik’s 1934 
Convertible Coupe    

Tom O’Hara’s 1934 
Dietrich convertible Sedan 

Rick Carlson’s 1934 sedan 



WE ARE OFF TO THE HARBOR LANDING TO GO TO GO FOR A CRUISE 

Photo shoot completed, the kings of the Road formed up for the 
journey to the San Diego harbor landing, led by the stunningly 
gorgeous Buttercup (she really likes Sailors), to board the United 
States Ship Midway, an Aircraft Carrier commissioned on 
September 10, 1945 and decommissioned in 1992, the longest 
serving aircraft carrier in the 20th century. 

Before boarding the 
Midway, we had to get 
our sea legs, by taking 
the Hornblower on a 
cruise of San Diego 
Bay 

As the Hornblower sailed by the Midway we noticed that many of 
the Packards had parked at the end of the pier near the bow of 
the Midway.  It was a sight to behold.  

 The USS Carl Vinson and the USS Abraham Lincoln 

Seals and maybe a Walrus resting on the bait station waiting for a hand 
out. 

The Coronado Bridge 
fades into the 
distance. 

Navy ships at the 
NASCO facility for 
repairs. 
One on left is in 
drydock 

A Navy helicopter checking us out 
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During the harbor Cruise We had lunch on the 
Hornblower.  Everyone relaxed and took in the 
sights.  After the cruise the party boarded the USS 
Midway for a tour of the ship.  Small groups went 
separate ways with a docent to tour the ship.   

Mitch Mota, Harry Hopkins and Larry Otte, 
all from the Earl C. Anthony Region 

  A TBM Avenger Torpedo Bomber, 
the same model flown by President 
George H. W. Bush in WWII . 

  F4F wildcat, the U. S. Navy’s premier Fighter plane in WWII 

An AD Sky Raider, the same type aircraft flown by San 
Diego Regional member Karl Ramsing, during his Navy 
days. 

Karl and his 1929 Convertible 
Coupe, still a Kool Naval 
Aviator. 
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Ronald and Shirley Cummings, Arizona Region, Paul and 
Kathy Santy, and Mary and Ron Carpenter, Alamo, CA  

Pete and Susan Haviar, San Diego Region 



Kathy and Paul Santy with Steve Ross and Jim Woolsey on the USS 
Midway fight deck.  Behind them is a Navy F-14 Fighter 

Katherine, Carol and Marjo, 
three wild and crazy ladies 
headed for the USS Midway; 
looking for a Sailor perhaps? 

THE BLUE PACIFIC TOUR 

 This tour was prepared and led by Tim Pestotnik.  Since there were several cars and we 
were going through coastal towns cars were broken up into smaller groups. 

Tim leading the first wave followed by Harry Hopkins in his 1947 Club Sedan 

Gene Stout, Kathy and Paul Santy with Christopher slater prepare to head out 
in Paul’s 36 Club 
Sedan.  Little did we 
know that Kathy 
would come to the 
rescue of one of the 
Packards  

Tom O’Hara and Clint Moore from the NorCal Region Headed out 

Robin and 
Art Rosen 
pull away in 
their 1954 
Panama 

Early morning risers waiting 
to set out for the tour 
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One of the sculptures on the bay      Note Buttercup's Goddess of speed is headed the wrong way. 
 Someone tried to remove it at the USS Midway, unsuccessfully;                
they just broke it.  On the road along the Pacific Ocean.

Pit stop at McDonalds 

The Mount Soledad Veterans Cross 
Memorial.  The memorial contains six 
walls of granite plaques honoring 
individuals, and military units. 

Rick Carlson’s 1934 Packard, all original with 14,000 miles 
on the odometer, failed to proceed during the tour.  A 
mechanic from Sandra Hansen’s group, Jose Fernandez, 
stopped to help and diagnosed the problem as a fowled 
rotor.  Kathy Santy came to the rescue with an emery 
board (nail file).  The rotor was polished up and the big 8 
engine fired right up!   

This is the second time a lady of the Packards has come to the rescue.  A few years ago, at a 
concours, the compressor on our 69 Mercedes-Benz seized and the belt was spinning on the 
pully.  I needed to cut the belt off and had no knife.  Karen Schauer had a penknife in her purse 
which was used to cut the pully.  Never laugh at what a lady may have in her purse. 

A lady driver ran into the back of Tom O’Hara’s 
beautiful 1934 Dietrich convertible sedan (featured 
car of the WRT).  Not much damage was done.  The 
lady was so mesmerized by Tom and his stunning red 
Packard that she lost all sense of reality and smacked 
into the left rear fender.  It was a dumb a—s thing to 
do, but one can sort of understand.  
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Arriving at the historic Encinitas Café, an estimated fifty-two Packard people packed the café, and 
we enjoyed sandwiches, burgers, fries, milk shakes and other traditional American cuisine. 

 Everyone turned their Packards South, heading back to shelter island in time to make it to 
the Packards by the Bay car Show and pizza. 

This show could have easily been a Concurs d’Elegance as some of the Packards there have won 
awards, including Best in show at other Concours.  The Packards quickly drew a small crowd of 
beach goers, making it a great car show.   

Bay view for the car show  Two youthful spectators presenting the Woolsey '35 limo 

1951 Packard 400 owned   
by Mark Rojas, converted to a 
pickup 
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Packards ready for judging 

 On the right Marjo delivers the Pizza 
  and Earl Rubenstein selects a slice. 

THE CAR SHOW WINNERS 

      

SATURDAY WE ARE OFF TO THE SAN DIEGO AUTOMOTIVE MUSEUM IN THE 
SPANISH COLONIAL BALBOA PARK, SITE OF THE 1915 PANAMA EXPOSITION 

Catherine Woolsey briefs us on the tour and what to 
expect.   

Departing the 
parking lot for 
the tour I 
thought Tom 
was going to 
get  brushed by 
the garbage 
truck.  
Buttercup was 
holding her 
breath 
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First place Tom O’Hara’s 
1934 Dietrich Convertible 
Sedan 

Second place Richard 
Schauer’s 1934 Touring 
Sedan 
 

 Third place Art Rosen’s 
1954 Panama   



Entering Balboa Park 

Sugar Tycoon John D. Spreckels, of the of Spreckels Sugar Company, donated this Organ Pavilion to the 
park in 1914.  It has 5000 pipes ranging from the size of a pencil to 32 feet long, and is the largest outdoor 
organ in the world.  

The cars were parked in front of the automotive museum where we were met by a TV crew and 
Dave Stahl, a local TV personality and “car guy”. Dave and his crew filmed the cars and interviewed 
several of the owners.   

  Dave Stahl interviews Harry Hopkins, Andrew Wallace, Milton Wheeler and Ron and Mary Carpenter 

You may watch the interviews at, https:// www.youtube.com/c/CruisinChannel
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http://www.youtube.com/c/CruisinChannel


 Jim and Catherine Woolsey and Tom O’Hara being interviewed 

The Western Region Tour Packard group 

Crossing the bridge to Coronado 
for lunch on the  Coronado 
island 

The Del Coronado Hotel with 
Point Loma and the light house 
in the background 
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THE FAREWELL COCKTAIL PARTY AND DINNER, POOL SIDE 

Due to the health requirements our dinner had to be held outside by the pool and before you 
even think about it, NO ONE fell into the pool, or even came close! 

Jonathan Livingston Seagull dropped by to pay his respects 
and give us a well done 

The tables, decorated by Marjo, are 
ready for the arrival of our special 
guests. 

Marjo greets the hotel GM Steve Schel 

Awards are presented for viewing; the 
Packard is for the person who drove their 
Packard the furthest distance to attend the 
event 

Welcoming Mark 
Roias and 
Michele Lueder 

Susan and Mike Nadeau    

Kathy and Paul Santy          Maya Ezra, Jim Davidson, and Larry Otte     Pam and Fred Hill with Clint Moore 
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Dion Dyer, Marjo, Christopher Slater, 
Shirley and Ronald Cunningham  
 

Carol Ross and Christopher Slater, 
 



Marjo greets Earl Rubenstein, Windy White, Jim Davidson 
And Larry Otte  

Mike Hogan, 
Sandra 
Hansen and 
Carla Cole 

   Clint Moore and Tom O’Hara share a   
laugh 

THE AWARDEES 
. 

Milton wheeler, 
the man who 
drove the      
furthest to party 
with us   

First place Tom O’Hara   Second Place Richard Schauer, Third Place Art Rosen   

Harry Hopkins celebrates his 80th Birthday with us 

 Harry got the best award, a big hug from Marjo 

Tom and Karl, Two 
happy Packard guys 
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Joe Munsch from NorCal Packards chats with 
Paul Santy 

Tom, Karen Schauer and Peggy 
Ramsing watch the awards 
presentation  



SUNDAY MORNING 

Sunday morning, we awoke to some liquid sun shine, which is rare in San Diego this time of year.  
This resulted in some folks deciding to head for home.  A preflight of Buttercup indicated the 
windshield wipers were working and all systems were a go.  I was also guaranteed that she would 
not melt, so we loaded up and headed out for the Birch Aquarium. 

Earl Rubenstein, Maya Ezra, Steve Ross, Bill and Shirley 
Cunningham 

The 70,000-gallon salt water tank held an abundance of       
sea life found in the Pacific Ocean.  Many smaller tanks held 
specific species of other ocean critters.  The tidal pools were 
very interesting as well, although it was raining again, thus 
dampening the outside viewing. 

Here we bid our farewells. 

IT WAS FOUR FUN FILLED DAYS WITH GREAT PEOPLE 
TO SPEND THEM WITH! 
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THE PEOPLE OF THE SAN DIEGO REGION WHO MADE IT ALL 
HAPPEN SO SMOOTHLY 

Richard Schauer:  
Our Regional Director, Richard had a fantastic team and he wisely stayed out of the way and let the Co-Chairs and 
committees “Geter Done”. 

Marjo Miller: 
Negotiated hotel contract, took reservations, collected money (this was huge task), and got the pizza for the car show. 
Marjo also made the beautiful table decorations for both the welcome dinner at the yacht club and farewell dinner at 
the hotel.  

Catherine Woolsey: 
Hosted committee Zoom meetings, organized and led tours, developed and put together the programs, designed the 
Packards by the Bay poster, license plate attachment, name tags, and had them made up.   Directed the Packard 
drivers to the photo area, staged them for their photo, and had the photos made.  

Karen Schauer; 
Welcome Bags and reception committee.  Karen was assisted by Lynn Stroble 

Karl Ramsing;   
Laid out the underground garage assignments, had the parking assignment placards made, and directed the Packards 
upon arrival. 

Carol Ross;   
Photographer for each daily event 

Brian Wagner; 
Researched and wrote the articles in the program, describing the sights we were going to visit and see . 

Lynn Stroble and Rick Carlson; 
Deigned and had the event polo shirts made.  Provided items for the welcome Bags. 

Tom O’Hara; 
Provided the BIG cookies with the Packard logo 

Tim Pestotnik; 
Provided trailer parking; developed and led tour. 

Steve Ross; 
Provided the trophies and did what the Co-Chairs asked him to do. 

As with any successful task everyone worked together and assisted when and where needed.  After reading about this 
five-day event, one could say “OMG” that was a lot of work.  It is not work if you are having fun!  Everything we did 
was enjoyable and fun and a tremendous amount of enjoyment was provided for sixty some Packard people. 

For all those Packard lovers in our region and the Western regions who could not attend I am sincerely sorry, you 
missed out on some serious FUN.  

Packards by the Bay was a very successful and fun filled event.  Everyone had a great time and here is what other 
regions had to say.  

Packard Club of San Diego  Page 17 of 24 Predictor July 2021 



 The Packard Club Western Regions Tour 
By Gene Stout, director of Pacific Northwest Packards 

“Packards by the Bay” was an alluring title for the 2021 Western Regions Tour May 12-16 in San Diego -- 
a beautiful, sun-soaked Southern California city surrounded by sea 
and sand. Sponsored by the San Diego Region of Packard 
Automobile Classics, the event drew West Coast Packard 
enthusiasts from all over southern California, as well as 
Nevada, Arizona and Washington. But it felt much like a PAC 
national tour in length and scope. Our host hotel was the Best 
Western Island Palms Hotel & Marina, a luxurious complex on 
Shelton Island, located on San Diego Bay. 

This was my first visit to the annual event. I don’t believe 
any member of our region, Pacific Northwest Packards, had 
previously attended. 

The WRT, which has been going on longer than anyone I 
talked to could remember, included a “welcome” dinner at the Southwestern Yacht Club, a bay cruise aboard the 
tourist boat Hornblower, a visit to the USS Midway Museum (commemorating the Battle of Midway, a major 
turning point in the Pacific theater during World War II), a tour of iconic California beach communities La Jolla, Del 
Mar and Encinitas, a visit to the San Diego Automotive Museum, a stop at the storied Hotel del Coronado (the 
locale for Marilyn Monroe’s steamy “Some Like It Hot”) and many, many other activities that made for a 
memorable week. 

Day 1 featured a technical session on “The Horrors of Brake Fade” (sadly, I missed this important tech 
session), an “early bird” driving tour to the Pt. Loma Lighthouse (with its views down the coast to Mexico) and the 
welcome dinner at the Southwestern Yacht Club, held outdoors because of the lingering pandemic. 

Day 2 featured a San Diego Bay cruise aboard the tourist boat Hornblower, which visited Seaport Village, 
Shelter Island, shipbuilding facilities, Coronado Island, Point Loma and Cabrillo National Monument. The 
Hornblower cruise preceded a visit to the USS Midway Museum aboard the aircraft carrier named for the historic 
Battle of Midway. The USS Midway served in Vietnam, the Persian Gulf and other regions around the world before 
being decommissioned in 1992. The massive ship was the longest-serving carrier of the 20th century. The 20-minute 
film on the Battle of Midway was a lump-in-the-throat depiction of the historic battle between U.S. and Japanese 
forces. 

On Day 3, drivers and their cars headed out in small groups -- so as not 
to cause unnecessary congestion on local streets, roads and the Pacific Coast 
Highway. The “Blue Pacific Coast Drive” took us through La Jolla, Del Mar and 
Encinitas, where we stopped for lunch at the bustling Encinitas Cafe. Del Mar 
was the first surfing location mentioned in the Beach Boys’ 1963 hit song 
“Surfin’ U.S.A.” Towns along the PCH still exude the surfing culture that has 
thrived since the 1950s. The trek up the coast included a drive to the summit 
of Soledad Mountain and the Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery (the towering 
white cross is visible for miles). 

For the beach communities drive, I had the honor of riding in Paul and 
Kathy Santy’s impeccably restored 1936 Packard Eight sedan. I also enjoyed a 
shuttle ride in tour master and regional director Richard Schauer’s 1934 
Packard Eight, another meticulously restored classic. 
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Rick Carlson’s 1934 Packard Eight suffered vapor lock at a coffee stop halfway through the tour, but it was really       
a dirty rotor that caused the breakdown. Kathy Santy produced an emery board, which tour participant Jose 
Fernandez (owner of a 1941 180 sedan) used to file the rotor. At that point, Rick’s car fired right up. 

The caravan included many classic Packards of the 1930s and early ‘40s, as well as a number of “woodie” station 
sedans of the ‘40s and an assortment of ‘50s sedans and hardtops, but surprisingly no convertibles or Caribbeans. 
One of the more unusual late-model Packards was a modified 1952 200 “pickup” from the Earle C. Anthony Region of 
Los Angeles. 

I had to leave the tour early to return to Seattle, but Day 4 featured a visit to the San Diego Automotive Museum, 
whose treasures include an elaborately customized and equipped 1947 Cadillac that was driven nonstop from Alaska 
to Mexico City and across the U.S. The museum is located at Balboa Park. 

The Western Regions Tour continued with a visit to the iconic Hotel del Coronado, built in 1888 and visited by 
countless celebrities. Afterward, the entourage returned to the Island Palms Hotel for a farewell cocktail party, dinner 
and awards presentation. 

Day 5: The final day, May 16, featured a drive to the Living Coast Discovery Center, known for its wildlife and 
marine life “encounters.” Lunch followed at the Waterfront Grill at Pier 32 Marina. 

Putting on the WRT is a lot of work, and San Diego Region director Richard Schauer and co-chairs Marjo 
Miller and Catherine Woolsey did a fine job pulling it off. Richard’s passion for all things Packard was evident 
throughout the week. Assisting Richard and his co-chairs was a dedicated committee of more than a dozen 
other members, underscoring just how much effort goes into an event like this. Participants numbered more 
than 60, but I lost track of how many Packards rolled into the hotel garage and parking lots during and parking 
lots during the week. 
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Packard Motor Car 
Club 

gRegion of The Packard Club, P.A.C. Serving Los Angeles and surrounding areas since 1975 

2021 Western Regions Tour 
 May 12-16, 2021       San Diego 

L-to-R Wheeler ’47, Hansen ’36, Hansen ’41, Rosen ’54 Photo: Clint Moore

Our first major outing post-pandemic, the 2021 Packard Club All-Western Regions tour took place May 12-16 in 
San Diego, with a healthy 59 people in attendance. Members from all six active Western regions participated, 
including members from the Washington, Oregon, NorCal, Silver Circle, E.C.A., and of course San Diego 
Regions. 

This year’s tour was planned and hosted by the Packard Club of San Diego; Marjo Miller and Catherine Woolsey 
co-chaired the event.   Of the twenty-two Packards in attendance, more than half (thirteen!) were pre-war vehicles, 
proving that Packards were and remain reliable, comfortable, elegant transportation for long and short trips alike. 
Given the relatively short drive and lack of a mutually convenient meeting location, the E.C.A. region did not end 
up formally caravanning down as a group. Jim Davidson and Larry Otte joined in Jim’s ’55 Four Hundred with 
Andrew Wallace in his ’52 Patrician ‘400’ and Mark Rojas and Michele Lueder in the E.C.A. Club’s ’51 Pickup to 
informally cruise down to San Diego targeting an arrival in time for the early-bird lecture on “The Horrors of 
Brake Fade. 
Given the relatively short drive and lack of a mutually convenient meeting location, the E.C.A. region did not end 
up formally caravanning down as a group. Jim Davidson and Larry Otte joined in Jim’s ’55 Four Hundred with 
Andrew Wallace in his ’52 Patrician ‘400’ and Mark Rojas and Michele Lueder in the E.C.A. Club’s ’51 Pickup to 
informally cruise down to San Diego targeting an arrival in time for the early-bird lecture on “The Horrors of 
Brake Fade.” 
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The Welcome mat prominently laid out, our San 
Diego Packard friends were ready and waiting to 
greet us at our host hotel, the Best Western Plus 
Island Palms on Shelter Island, as soon as we 
arrived. Beautiful gift baskets as well as 
meticulously prepared and organized participant 
tour guide books awaited each group. 

Early arrivals had the option of joining a tour to 
the Old Point Loma Lighthouse, which was in use 
from 1855 - 1891. What had once seemed like a 
good location for a lighthouse, 422 feet above 
the ocean, turned out to be sub-optimal  

(L-to-R) Jay Hubbard, Jim Davidson, and Larry Otte visit Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery, Miller ’48 in background. Photo: Christopher Slater 

and low clouds drastically reduced the distance the beam could travel. While in operation it had the highest 
elevation of any lighthouse in the U.S., and on foggy nights when the beam was obstructed by clouds, the light 
keeper occasionally resorted to firing a shotgun to warn away passing ships 

A sumptuous welcome banquet held outdoors at 
the San Diego Yacht Club officially began this 
year’s tour. We were honored to be the first large 
event held at the Yacht Club since the pandemic 
began, and while safety protocols were 
conscientiously followed, we had a chance to start 
to feel a semblance of normalcy for the evening as 
we reunited with our Packard friends from other 
regions and                  our own. 

Earl Rubenstein and granddaughter Maya Ezra at Fort Rosecrans National Cemetery Davidson ’55 and Ross ’39 in background. Photo: Christopher Slater 

Due to constantly shifting regulations and uncert ainty surrounding o c c u p a n c y  restrictions, the   
tour   organizers   had   to repeatedly re-jigger the itinerary multiple times in the weeks and days leading up to 
the Western Regions Tour, but the execution was so flawless as to have made the struggle to get there invisible to 
attendees. 
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Thursday morning, we had an 
opportunity to have photos taken of our cars 
against the background of San Diego Bay 
and the downtown skyline before departing 
mid-morning for the “Best of San Diego Bay 
Tour” Horn blow e r Harbor Cruise . 
Somewhat unintentionally we parked all our 
Packards at the end of the pier and then set 
sail for the harbor tour (we enjoyed a boxed 
lunch during the tour). 

Friday was focused on giving attendees some much 
needed driving time and began with a long morning 
drive up the coast highway through Pacific Beach, La 
Jolla, Torrey Pines, Del Mar, Solana Beach, and 
exclusive Rancho Santa Fe before ending in 
Encinitas for lunch at the Encinitas Cafe. With perfect 
driving weather on tap— a light breeze, sunshine, and 
temperatures in the low-70’s— the day turned out to be 
one of the most beautiful of the tour. In order to 
avoid running afoul of local regulations and possibly 
being termed an illegal parade, the tour group of 
approximately 20 cars was broken into multiple 
groups. As we climbed into the Torrey Pines area 
near UC San Diego, some of us were  treated to a 
verbal bashing from a bicyclist who not-so-politely 
screamed into each car he passed that our cars were 
dirty, polluting, and stank.   Needless to say this did 
not sit well with some of us, particularly   given the fact 
that the carbon footprint of our cars on a running 
basis is identical to anything else that shares similar 
fuel economy figures, we put relatively few miles on 
them anyway, and if you factor in the environmental 
cost of producing a new car over having kept an older 
one on the road, our cars may actually be a greener 
choice than they seem. The bicyclist wasn’t interested 
in having an intelligent discussion and instead seemed 
content to passive-aggressively admonish us as we 
passed by.  

Luckily for him the light turned green before some of us had a chance to exit our vehicles and have a more 
intimate c conversation.  
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O’Hara ’34 Convertible Sedan follows Pestotnik ’34 Coupe Convertible; Photo Clint Moore 



After lunch we departed in loose groups to return to the hotel in 
advance of a small, informal car show on the Shelter Island 
Promenade.   Most of us made it back easily with plenty of time to 
spare, but a faulty ignition condenser on the E.C.A. Club ’51 
Pickup slowed our progress. Luckily our club mechanic advisor 
Carl Amato had the foresight to leave us an additional condenser 
in the glovebox, so we were only briefly delayed and made it back 
in plenty of time to join the “Packards and Pizza on the 
Promenade” car show. Although it came after a few folks had 
already departed for the night, the arrival of pizza in Marjo 
Miller’s ’48 Station Sedan provided a tasty conclusion to the da 

Saturday bright and early our group departed the hotel for a 
cruise to the San Diego Auto Museum in historic Balboa Park. 
The museum is housed within the former California State 
building originally built for the 1935 California-Pacific 
International Exposition and has just enough space in front to 
display 12 cars. Tour organizers had arranged a lottery system to 

allocate those spaces and when we arrived, those lucky enough to be selected were interviewed by local car culture 
celebrity Dave Stall who is preparing a promotional video for the museum. Look for the video on the Cruisin’ 
YouTube channel here: https:// www.youtube.com/c/CruisinChannel 

The San Diego Auto Museum had a fascinating collection of 
vehicles (sadly no Packards) including Louie Mattar’s Fabulous 
Car, a 1947 Cadillac modified to enable it to be driven across 
the country without ever stopping. Everything—refueling, 
changing the oil, changing flat tires could be done without 
bringing the vehicle to a full stop. After visiting the museum many             in 
our group took the tour organizers’ suggestion to visit Coronado 
Island.  Due to   remaining   restrictions on outdoor dining the 
closing dinner was held as a cocktail party poolside at the hotel 
with awards and closing thoughts presented before dinner was 
handed out boxed-lunch style at which point we spread out to 
enjoy spirited conversation including debate on the fascinating 
subjects of factory original upholstery versus hard-wearing 
Naugahyde and grey-iron versus chrome piston rings. Milt & 
Carolee Wheeler from NorCal took home the long-distance 
trophy while Tom O’Hara took 1st place in the Packards on 
the Promenade car show with his gorgeous ’34 Dietrich   
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Event co-chair Marjo Miller at the awards table Photo: Christopher Slater 

 



Convertible Sedan (which won even after having been reared by a Honda earlier in the tour).  With rain 
threatening to dampen our windshields, but not our spirits, many of us chose to depart Sunday morning, but a 
dedicated few attend the final excursion to the Birch Aquarium.  According to Clint Moore, “we were treated to 
huge tanks filled with local sea life, such as jelly fish, sharks, eels, octopuses and more. It’s truly a world- class 
facility!” 

As the tour wound to a close, we said our goodbyes, thanked our gracious San Diego hosts, and wished good luck 
to our Packard pals until we see them again at the 2022 Western Regions Tour (tentatively scheduled to be 
hosted by the Silver Circle region). 

There is a very nice article about the Western Region Tour in the May issue of The Cormorant 
News Bulletin. 
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