
PREDICTOR 
The monthly newsletter of the Packard Club of San Diego 

- July 2021 –

 Yes, the Predictor is late.  I am going to use the
newest excuse for failure: “My computer ate it”.

 Watch your inbox for a Special Edition of the
Predictor, covering the Western Regions Tour.

 Cruisin' Grand Packard Night, July 30.
 August 8th is our annual membership gathering

at Tim Pestotnik’s place.

This is a Packard for sure, and V-12.  Who knows the year and coach company, I don’t know?  
Is it a special bodied Packard or one-off design? 
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 
By Richard Schauer 

Happy Independence 
Day to the United 
States of America 

June was supposed to be a 
“dark” month, meaning 
zero scheduled events.  
Well, we should know 
better. Summer in San 
Diego means car events 
spring forward constantly.  

Escondido resumed its well-regarded Cruisin’ Grand on June 
18. The layout along Grand Avenue was modified as a result
of Covid-19 changes to eateries along the four-block region.
Normal traffic egress was shut off, and only antique/collectible
cars were allowed passage.  Throngs of happy, smiling,
adoring car enthusiasts crowded the streets.  Few face masks
were seen.  Restaurants were full to overflowing, people
waiting patiently for their table.  Naturally Packard was
represented at this season debut.

Another June event sprang up on the summer solstice.  As 
many readers know a stalwart group of North County Packard 
enthusiasts has met for years on an informal basis for 
breakfast.  Karl Ramsing has been the organizer of this fine 
event, which brings Packards to the Curbside Café in Vista.  
The “excuse” this time for the get together is Phil Pizzuto, who 
is celebrating retirement from teaching.  In addition to Phil 
behind the wheel of Evelyn, Todd Schonenberg brought his 
beautiful ’39 Packard, Karl set up parking cones with his ’29 
Runabout, and yours truly arrived late in his ’34 sedan.  Now 
Phil is retired we don’t have to wait months for an opportunity 
to get together…we can repeat it any time we wish.  And so, 
our tiny group has launched the North County group of 
ROMEO’s, Retired Old Men Eating Out.   

The name is borrowed from a large group of car 
enthusiasts in the Prescott, Arizona area who gather 
once each month weather permitting to hang out, talk 
cars, and enjoy a nice meal.  I don’t think the Prescott 
ROMEO group will be offended by our absconding with 

their name.  Now Phil is retired we can mix it up, next month in Carlsbad maybe, then perhaps San 
Marcos, and even Escondido, repeating breakfast and maybe expanding it to lunch and a beer.  Anyone 
in our region is invited to join.  Maybe folks elsewhere in San Diego will set up similar ROMEO groups.  
It is a great opportunity to get together and display our Packards.  Look for news reports in future 
issues of the Predictor. 
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The third June event was Saturday June 26, the occasion of the annual Packards International (PI) 
membership meet, car show, and swap meet (see Selected Shorts article).  A good time was had by 
all.  

So, if that is what we call a dark month then I would hate to see a busy one.  Now we turn to July 
and beyond:  Since Cruisin’ Grand is once again in operation be advised that Packard/Pierce-
Arrow night is coming.  Catherine Woolsey negotiated July 30 as our night to shine (see flier).  
This is great news, of course, and I know participation will be outstanding as always.  Our next 
scheduled event is the August 8 membership summer social at the home of Tim Pestotnik, which is 
always a great hit.  Please review the flier in this issue and sign up.  It is free to members, but we 
need a “head count” so we can make sure there is enough food on hand.  Planning is in work for 
our fall weekend getaway in partnership with the San Diego Mercedes-Benz Club, at Palm Springs.  
The event is scheduled for Friday-Sunday October 15-17 (see flier).  A block of rooms has been set 
aside at the Homewood Suites by Hilton in Palm Desert at a fabulous rate.  Please call right away to 
lock in a room before they are all gone.  September is not far away.  On Sept. 25 we are scheduled 
to trek to Ramona to visit Honorary Lifetime Member Terry Knoepp and see his impressive car 
collection.  Mark your calendar.  There will be donuts and coffee when we arrive at his home around 
9:00.  

With Covid-19 officially lifted we have no excuse for leaving our Packards in the garage.  Find a 
reason to fire up the motor and go for a drive.     

The hidden Predictor 

The hidden Predictor was not reported found. 

 The hidden Predictor 

Members of the Packard club in the Coronado July 4th Parade were Al 
Smithson driving his 1946 Clipper Deluxe, Nick Fitzelberg in his Chrysler 
Woodie Convertible Sedan (follow the arrow), and Buttercup.   Al brought 
Krispy Kreme donuts and coffee for his friends.  I have been going to the 
parade since 1964 and there were more people there than ever before.  
People came to Coronado in buses! 
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Cruisin’ Grand  JULY 30, 2021

Packard/Pierce-Arrow Night 

It was cancelled in 2020 due to Covid-19 but Cruisin’ Grand is back for 2021!  Come join this signature event. This 
is the second most popular event of the season for Cruisin’ Grand.  And it is FREE!!!!!   There will be prizes!  

WHEN: Friday July 30, 2021 

WHERE: Grand Avenue, Escondido, between Juniper and Escondido Blvd.  Cars displayed on S. Broadway 

Itinerary: RSVP Richard Schauer, packard1934@sbcglobal.net Attending? Y or N 

• Meet at La Tapatia 340 W. Grand at 3:00 for a free appetizer and beverage     ___      ___ 
• Depart at 4:30, and park cars on S. Broadway at 4:30     ___      ___ 
• Open viewing 5:00-8:00.  Enjoy refreshment and pizza at Packard booth     ___      ___ 
• People’s choice award offered for best Packard, Pierce-Arrow, and CCCA entry
• Special prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place Packards

Register: 

Owner________________________Car Make ___________________  Year ________  Model ________________________ 

Note 1: Registration information can be sent to Richard Schauer via email or USPS mail. 

Note 2: The parade of cars is cancelled due to changes made by Escondido in the layout of 
Grand Avenue.  Normal cruising down Grand is cancelled due to local restaurants being 
expanded out onto sidewalks and the parking lane.  Participants are asked to enter the South 
Broadway parking area off Second Avenue between 4:30 and 5:00.  Parking will be permitted in 
that reserved parking area prior to 4:30 if your schedule warrants it.   

Time is short, so SIGN UP soon!!!! 
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SELECTED SHORTS 
Packards International   

Annual Membership and Swap Meet 
Saturday June 26, 2021 

By Richard Schauer 

No one can remember a time when our 
region was not represented at this gala 
event.  Normally it takes place in 
February, but the Covid-19 monster 
forced cancellation of the event in 
2020 and postponement of it this year 
until June.  As it turned out June was 
an ideal time.  For me personally the 
hit of the event is the swap meet.  Here 
is a grand time to say hello to people 
we have not seen for a year, make new 
friends, learn of new contacts, and 

hopefully sell some parts.  The “usual suspects” included Paul Santy, our Projects board member, 
Mark Ballerini, and me.  We met at Mark’s house at the pre-arranged ugly hour of 4:30 a.m. in order 
to arrive at the Hyatt Regency Newport Beach around the six o’clock hour.  We joined other stalwart 
parts vendors from as far away as Seattle who were already busy setting out their goodies.  This year 
the annual judged Packard car show overlapped the swap meet.  Close at hand were at least two dozen 
stunningly beautiful Packards.  Tom O’Hara brought his always beautiful 1934 Dietrich Convertible 
Sedan.  Gary Marchetti trailered up his 100-point 1931 Model 826 8 Touring Sedan.  One other 
important attendee was Ricardo da Rosa of San Diego, who bought Bob Steiner’s 1935 12-cyl. 
Convertible Coupe.  Mr. da Rosa upgraded Bob’s Packard with fresh chrome work, new tan top, and 
razor perfect pin striping.  It was a pleasure meeting Ricardo, who expressed interest in joining our 
club.  Wouldn’t it be great to see the ’35 at our upcoming July 30 Cruisin’ Grand event?  Gary Marchetti 
won best of show, besting some stunningly beautiful contenders.  Tom took a second-place trophy 
home (he will need a new room soon for all his trophies).  The da Rosa car also took a top prize at the 
Saturday evening dinner celebration.  

For Paul, Mark, and me it was tending the swap meet, which is always fun.  Todd and Debbie 
Schonenberg made the drive up to Newport Beach, as did Pete and Susan Haviar.  Ken Ruminer made 
the drive down from Lakewood, stopping by to chat for a while…always good to see Ken and Sandy.  
Greg Anderson arrived in his newly purchased ’31 5-passenger touring sedan.  He is new to PAC and 
the ECA Region, and narrowly missed the deadline to attend last month’s Western Regions Tour.  Mark 
Ballerini spent some time close inspecting Greg’s Packard and made an on-the-spot adjustment to the 
carburetor and an emergency adjustment to his grill louvers, which were not opening in the warm 
weather.  More services are needed to put Greg’s Packard in good running order, and he is eager make 
it happen.  The sad news for the day was sales: the worst showing ever!  Covid-19 left-overs maybe?  
Who knows?    But we still had a great time nonetheless.  
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SAVE the DATE: October 15-17, 2021 
Packard Club/Mercedes-Benz Club of San Diego Fall Getaway 

Beautiful Palm Springs 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

Come join our celebration of Fall at the beautiful Homewood Suites by Hilton. 

Friday-Saturday October 15-16, departing Sunday October 17.  

Homewood Suites by Hilton, 36999 Cook Street, Palm Desert, CA 92211.  

RESERVATIONS: A block of rooms is set aside under the name: Packard Club/Mercedes-Benz Club.  Call 
760-568-1600 to reserve your room.  Rooms will be claimed by a credit card, but no charges will be made until
guests show up on Oct. 15.  There is a 72 hour cancellation policy.  Price is $124/night plus 14% taxes.

ACCOMMODATIONS: All rooms are one-bedroom king suites.  The hotel features a large swimming pool w/spa, 
poolside barbeque and lounge area, gym, business center, and full breakfast buffet is included at no additional cost. 
There is no charge for parking.  

ITINERARY: This is still in work, but you can bet there will be a sumptuous Friday tri-tip w/fixin’s, and a wine tasting 
competition will return by popular demand.  Theme is TBD, but rumor has it there will be costumes.  Prizes will be 
awarded!   

RSVP: RSVP to Richard Schauer at 760-740-9188 or:packard1934@sbcglobal.net 

Note: The deadline to sign up is September 1, 2021.  After that date any unclaimed rooms will be made available to 
the general public.  Please call soon to claim your room so as not to forget!!!!    
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Membership Summer Social 
Sunday, August 8, 2021 

Our annual membership summer social luncheon is back on for 2021!  The above photo shows 
Master Chef Paul Santy posing with Honorary Lifetime Members Terry Knoepp (L) and Ken Yankee 
(sadly Ken is no longer with us) as he whips up another batch of fantastic tri-tip roasts on Tim’s 
grill.  We are eager for a bumper crop turnout this year as everyone is now emerging from 
Covid-19 lockdown. Please plan to come.  Remember, this event is free and no one goes home 
hungry!  For our new members this is an excellent opportunity to meet/greet fellow members and 
see some beautiful Packards.  Do not miss out on the fun! 

• Tim Pestotnik’s house at 1287 Trieste Drive, San Diego, CA 92107

• Time: 12:00-4:00 p.m.

• Cost: Zero, zip, nada

• What to bring: food and beverages will be provided, but if you have a favorite          
dessert, please feel free to bring it!

• Bring your Packard if possible.  Parking is available on Trieste Drive

The date, the venue, the weather, the location is all perfect.  There is no valid excuse to not 
attend and say hello to your fellow club members.   See you there! 

NOTE: RSVP to Tim Pestotnik at: tim@pestotnik.com or phone 619-602-1964
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AWARD WINNERS AT THE PACKARDS INTERNATIONAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEET 

It came as no surprise to anyone who knows Gary Marchetti and Tom O’Hara’s Packards, that 
their Packard were given major recognition at the recent meet in Newport Beach, CA. 

Gary Marchetti’s 1931 100-point 1931 Model 
826 8 Touring Sedan, was awarded best in 
show.  Like WOW!  I don’t think this is the first 
award Gary has received since recently 
completing restoration of this Packard.  Tom 
O’Hara’s Packard can be seen next to Gary's 
and the blue convertible was formerly owned 
by our club member Bob Steiner and now 
owned by Ricardo da Rosa of San Diego, CA.      

Tom O’Hara’s 1934 convertible sedan 
with coach work by Dietrich was given 
second place in the pre-war open class 
If Gary or Tom enter a car you should 
expect them to win an award.  Tom’s 
Packard is so beautiful that a lady was 
admiring the car so intently she ran into it, 
which happened at our recent Western 
Regions Tour.  Even with that, Tom still 
won second place.
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THE END OF SUMMER BBQ 

We are invited to join the Mercedes-Benz Club and other for a Barbeque at the 
home of Bob Gunthorp. 

WHERE:  2176 Leon Ave, San Diego, CA 

WHEN: 

TIME: 

Saturday September 18, 2021 

10:30, lunch will be served at 12:00 

COST: $30.00 per person 

MENU:  

Drinks: 

 Smoked Beef Brisket, and Pulled Pork, Potato Salad, and Baked Beans, 
Coleslaw, Green Salad with Dressing, Cornbread, and Chocolate Chip 
Cookies. 

Water and Ice Tea.  Wine is encouraged, bring your own. 

Please RSVP to Bob at badwrench7@cox.net or 619-552-3311 by September 13,   2021 

As many of you know Bob has an extensive collection of Mercedes-Benz automobiles, 
many are rare models.  
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ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO IN THE AUTOMOTIVE WORLD 
S. Ross

Pierce-Arrow is the last U.S. firm to abandon right-hand-drive. 

 First Broadway show based on a motorcar-----Six Cylinder Love. (Ed; It ran for one
year, 384 performances)

 Firsts: Adjustable front seats, by Hudson: automatic blinking back-up lights by
Willys-St Clair; first turbocharger by Mercedes.

 Los Angeles Police arrests Upton Sinclair for reading the Declaration of
Independence on a street corner, reflecting their suspicion of non-automotive street
activity. (Ed: I don’t get this one, must be more to the story.)
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MEMBERS’ CORNER 
FOR SALE 

1948 327 Packard engine for sale, complete rebuild, 
nothing left untouched. Call for details, Mark Ballerini 
760.473.4224. 

1938 Packard 6-Cylinder
Engine and 3-Speed
Transmission for Sale. 

The engine was in running condition when 
it was removed from the car. It developed a 
knock which is probably a loose connecting 
rod. The engine has well under 10K miles on 
it since being overhauled about 4 years ago. 
The cylinder head was resurfaced and the 
cylinders were bored. Then, all new valves & 
guides and new pistons & rings were 
installed. The engine rebuild work was 
performed by Kenyon Machine Shop. The 
flywheel was resurfaced, and a new clutch 
& pressure plate and a new throw out 
bearing were also installed. 

These parts are located in San Diego, CA. Best 
reasonable offer Contact: Jim Pardubsky 

jampard@dslextreme.com
 858.271.1929 

OR 
Lance Haynes 
oldcars@lancedurant.com 
858.560.5737 

1941 Packard Clipper 
Bicycle 
Unusual, restored. 
Packard blue, with tan pin 
striping. 
New chrome & tires. 
Packard badge on steering 
neck $2,400/offer. 
Jay Johnson 
626.780.6397

1952 Packard- 2 door Model 200-
No rust, very straight body. No 
engine or transmission. A project, 
but all the pieces are there. $1,000. 
Jay Johnson. 
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Fuel Pump Heat 
shield 

Wiper blades 
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plus much more. 
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FOR SALE 
1936 PACKARD MODEL 120 SEDAN 

* RESTORED IN 1999 * TRANSMISSION REBUILT BY JIM WOOLSEY IN 2019

* RADIATOR REBUILT IN 2019 BY BUD’S RADIATOR IN LA JOLLA

* HAS GOOD CHROME * PEARL WHITE EXTERIOR * CAMEL INTERIOR

* SOME EXTRA PARTS INCLUDING LUGGAGE RACK THAT NEEDS TO BE RE-CROMED

THIS PACKARD HAS 74,304 MILES ON IT

ASKING $48,000 OR BEST OFFER CONTACT NANCY WERBER @ 619.887.9336 

FOR SALE 1932 PACKARD “901” Sedan 

1932 Packard "901" Five Passenger Sedan. 100 point 
show car, many trophies and awards, excellent 
condition, kept in outstanding condition, expertly 
maintained and driven often. Recent illness requires sale. 
Priced conservatively at $50,000. B. J. Hill 760.271.7953. 
E-Mail: twopackards@swcp.com.
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WIN A CHICKEN DINNER 

Alas no winner this month.  
This is a 1928 Sterns Knight 
Deluxe Cabriolet H-8-90, 
believed to be the only 
remaining model in 
existence.  It was one of the 
fastest cars made in the USA 
when it hit the market, 
capable of over 100 mph. 

THE MYSTERY CAR FOR JULY IS THIS BEAUTY 

Give us the 
manufacturer, year, 
and model to win the 
coveted Chicken 
Dinner. Name of   this 
automobile is not 
politically incorrect.  

 Become a respected 
authority on 
automobiles in your 
house and throughout 
the automotive world 
by winning the 
Chicken Dinner 
Award!  

Win this prestigious award by              sending to Steve Ross the make, model and year of this 
automobile. 

**CHICKEN DINNER RULES: CONTESTANTS MAY ONLY WIN 2 CHICKEN DINNERS PER 
CALENDAR YEAR 

Even if you have won your allotted limit, please guess anyway…and if you’re correct, the 
editor will buy you a big orange drink at our next event 
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2021 Activities Calendar 

Listed below is the 2021 calendar of officially sponsored 
events by the                     Packard Club of San Diego. 

Also included are National PAC events sponsored by PAC or one of its regions. 
You must be a member of PAC to attend officially sponsored events. 

Occasionally, this calendar will list events that are NOT sponsored 
by the club or                PAC, but are deemed of interest to the membership. 

Those events are listed in red italics. 

Month Event Date Tour Director 

July Cruisin' Grand July 30 Richard Schauer 

August 
Membership Summer Social @ Tim's 

 Pebble Beach Concours Aug 15 
Aug 8 
Aug 15 

  Tim 
Steve 

September Garage tour 
Bob Gunthorp BBQ 

Sep 25 
Sep 18 

Terry Knoepp 

October Palm Springs Fall Tour Oct 15-17 Richard and 
Marjo 

November Garage Tour, Riverside Nov 27-28 Bob Waner 
December Christmas Holiday Luncheon, Lazy-H Dec 4 Steve 

THE PAST BECOMES THE FUTURE 

An 1895 MORRiS SAlOM ElECTROBAT iV, ElECTRiC.  WEigHT 
1650 POUndS, 1.5 HP RAngE 25 MilES AT 20MPH 

The Mercedes-Benz EQS coming to a dealer near you in 2022.  
516 hp, range over 300 miles, 0 to 60 in under 4 seconds. 

Packard Club of San Diego Page 14 of 14       Predictor   July 2021 


	The monthly newsletter of the Packard Club of San Diego
	REGIONAL DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE
	Happy Independence Day to the United States of America
	The hidden Predictor
	FOR SALE



	FOR SALE
	1936 PACKARD MODEL 120 SEDAN

	FOR SALE 1932 PACKARD “901” Sedan
	1932 Packard "901" Five Passenger Sedan. 100 point show car, many trophies and awards, excellent condition, kept in outstanding condition, expertly maintained and driven often. Recent illness requires sale. Priced conservatively at $50,000. B. J. Hill...
	Give us the manufacturer, year, and model to win the coveted Chicken Dinner. Name of   this automobile is not politically incorrect.




