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 August 8th is our annual Membership Summer Social 
@ Tim Pestotnik’s place. 
 

 Welcome new members Art & Robin Rosen with their 
1954 Panama Coupe, and Robert J. Irving & Julie A. 
Greenberg with their 1930 Model 733 coupe 
 

Coming up in the September prediCtor 
 

 A report on Cruisin’ Grand’s Packard/Pierce-Arrow Night  
 
 All about our Membership Summer Social @ Tim's 

 
 An article on the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance and 

the auctions 
 
 Other unusual and interesting automotive factoids 
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 
By Richard Schauer 

 
July was also expected to be a quiet month for our club, but no 
way that was going to happen. July 17 witnessed the Main 
Street America car show harborside at Seaport Village. My first 
time attending this show I found it beautiful and extremely well 
organized (by the San Diego Corvette Club). Tom O’Hara and I 
represented the Packard Club of San Diego, our two ’34 
Packards parked side by side were 20 feet from the water, a 
perfect setting. Over 350 cars signed up, in a total of 24 judged 
classes. Tom won best of class in the Prewar Classics, and I 
followed right behind. A large, happy crowd gathered for the 
show, and folks loved our Packards (who wouldn’t). In 2022 we 
will have to promote this show more; how nice it would be to 
present an entire row of Packards! Well, we should know better. 
Summer in San Diego means car events spring forward 
constantly.  Escondido resumed its well-regarded Cruisin’ Grand 
on June 18. The layout along Grand Avenue was modified as a 
result of Covid-19 changes to eateries along the four-block 
region. Normal traffic egress was shut off, and only 
antique/collectible cars were allowed passage.  Throngs of 
happy, smiling, adoring car enthusiasts crowded the streets. 
Few face masks were seen. Restaurants were full to 
overflowing, people waiting patiently for their table. Naturally 
Packard was represented at this season debut. July 30 was the 
Packard/Pierce-Arrow night, which as we all know is the #2 
event in the Cruisin’ Grand calendar. More on that later. 
 
Right around the corner is the annual membership Summer 
Social, scheduled for August 8 at the home of Tim Pestotnik. 
The food is quite simply the best. Master chef Paul Santy will 
once again be on hand to perform his magic on those tri-tips 
from the Seaside Market in Cardiff. So, please RSVP to Tim 
right away. September is nearly upon us. Please see fliers in 
this issue announcing the luncheon at the home of Bob 
Gunthorp of the Mercedes-Benz Club on September 12.Again, 
the food is quite simply the best, catered by a master chef. 
 
The end of September we will gather at the home of Honorary 
Lifetime Member Terry Knoepp in Ramona for a garage tour of 
Terry’s car collection.  Donuts and coffee will be served. 
 
October 15-17 is our fall weekend getaway, organized in 
conjunction with the Mercedes-Benz Club.  This fall we will 
gather at the Homewood Suites by Hilton in Palm Desert.  We 
got a fabulous room rate, so please call to reserve your room 
now before the block is filled up. 
 
No moss is growing beneath our 2021 calendar of events. I don’t believe anyone else has as busy a 
schedule as our club.  We hope to see everyone, so please plan to fire up your Packard and take it out for 
a spin.  
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MAIN STREET of AMERICA CAR SHOW AT SEAPORT VILLAGE 
 
Two of our members attended the Main Street of America car show sponsored by the Corvette Club.  
It was quite a show with some 350 automobiles on display.  Of course, our boys came home 
winners! 
 
 

 
Tom O’Hara is awarded the Best in Class 
for Pre-war Classics 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Richard Schauer came in second in 
the Pre-war Classics 

 
 

These two Packards winning awards is no 
surprise.  Tom and Richard surely have a 
room dedicated to awards and trophies.  

 
 
 
 

  

Bruce Duncan found the hidden 
predictor, but he is termed out for this 
year.   

The hidden predictor  
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THE CORONADO INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE 
 
There were four of our club members in the Coronado Parade. Not all drove a Packard.  Nick Fintzelberg 
drove his Chrysler Woodie Convertible in this Red, White, and Blue celebration  

 
This Al Smithson’s 1946 Clipper 
Deluxe Sedan.  Yes it followed him 
home. You can see Nick’s Chrysler 
in front of the Lincoln. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
This is Buttercup, 
dressed for the 
occasion, perhaps a bit 
much. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Since Packard once sold Mercedes-Benz, the Packard was 
placed with the Mercedes driven by Bob Gunthorp with 
Janette riding shot gun. 

 
 
Nick in front of the whatever. 
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I have attended the Parade off and on since 1960 and this 
is the biggest crowd I have seen.  People were 4 or 5 deep 
on both sides of Orange Avenue.  Note the kids on top of 
the house.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Veterans were honored and were escorted by the United 
States Marine Corp  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
   
 

   
A new entry this year was characters from Star Wars.  Some 
interesting costumes.  My Mom would not have approved of some of 
them. 
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THE END OF SUMMER BBQ 
 

We are invited to join the Mercedes-Benz Club and others for a Barbeque 
at the  home of Bob Gunthorp. 

 
WHERE: 2176 Leon Ave, San Diego, CA 

 

WHEN: 

TIME: 

Saturday September 18, 2021 

10:30, lunch will be served at 12:00 

COST: $30.00 per person 
 

MENU: 
 
 

Drinks: 

Smoked Beef Brisket, Pulled Pork, Potato Salad, Baked Beans, 
Coleslaw, Green Salad with Dressing, Cornbread, and Chocolate Chip 
Cookies. 

 
Water and Iced Tea. Wine is encouraged, bring your own.

 

Please RSVP to Bob at badwrench7@cox.net or 619-552-3311 by September 13, 2021 

As many of you know, Bob has an extensive collection of Mercedes-Benz automobiles, 
many are rare models. 

 

 

Wayne Carini and Bob with Bob’s Mercedes-Benz 
ambulance at the Concours d’Lemon   

mailto:badwrench7@cox.net
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SAVE the DATE: October 15-17, 2021 
Packard Club/Mercedes-Benz Club of San Diego Fall Getaway 

Beautiful Palm Springs 
 

 

 
 

WHEN: 

WHERE: 

Come join our celebration of Fall at the beautiful Homewood Suites by Hilton. 
 

Friday-Saturday October 15-16, departing Sunday October 17. 

Homewood Suites by Hilton, 36999 Cook Street, Palm Desert, CA 92211. 

RESERVATIONS: A block of rooms is set aside under the name: Packard Club/Mercedes-Benz Club. Call 
760-568-1600 to reserve your room. Rooms must be reserved by a credit card, but no charges will be made 
until  guests arrive on Oct. 15. There is a 72-hour cancellation policy. Price is $124/night plus 14% tax. 

 
ACCOMMODATIONS: All rooms are one-bedroom king suites. The hotel features a large swimming pool w/spa, 
poolside barbeque and lounge area, gym, business center, and full breakfast buffet is included at no additional 
cost.  There is no charge for parking. 

 
ITINERARY: This is still in work, but you can bet there will be a scrumptious Friday tri-tip w/fixin’s, and the 
winetasting  competition will return by popular demand. Theme is TBD, but rumor has it there will be costumes 
involved. Prizes will be awarded! 

 
RSVP: RSVP to Richard Schauer at 760-740-9188 or : packard1934@sbcglobal.net 

 
Note: The deadline to sign up is September 1, 2021. After that date any unclaimed rooms will be made available to 
the general public. Please call soon to claim your room so as not to forget!!!! 

  

mailto::%20packard1934@sbcglobal.net
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Golden Packards 
 

Brian Wagner 
 

Some local trivia: the Hale Telescope at Palomar Observatory 
saw first light under the direction of Edwin Hubble in 1949. 
Also in 1949, on a more national level, (and “closer to our 
Packard hearts”), the Packard Motor Car Company celebrated 
its Golden Anniversary. 
 
Fifty years was a milestone to be celebrated. It was no small 
feat.  Since Packard was founded in 1899, hundreds of 
American car brands had come and gone.  How to 
commemorate this milestone?  The company decided to build 
1,511 gold painted Packards, stage them at the Packard 
Proving Grounds, and have each of its 1,500 dealers drive one 
home to their respective showrooms. Every dealer and 
distributor was notified to send two representatives to Detroit. 
 

It was first class all the way. The two-day event started at the 
auditorium of the Masonic Temple at 12:30 PM on May 2nd with a series 
of pageants called “Milestones for Tomorrow,” exhibiting fifty years of 
Packard history. The celebration was also very much a showcase for the 
present with a number of new cars on display along with engines, 
accessories, and a detailed description of the new Ultramatic. It was the 
only automatic transmission developed and produced solely by an 
independent auto maker, with no outside help. 
 
There was a 6:00 PM dinner for over 3,000, followed by entertainment 
at 8:30 PM featuring a number of entertainers led by Frances Langford.  
When the festivities wrapped up, the dealers were transported back to 
their hotels.  They were picked up the next morning and taken to the 
Proving Grounds for lunch and to pick up their cars. 
 
Each car had a marked map in the glovebox showing the best route 
back to their dealership. Country wide marketing exposure was the object and the cars drew lots of attention 
along the way.  Distance was not a problem and the cars were driven to all dealers from coast to coast and 
border to border including all throughout Canada. Many cars were driven by husband and wife teams who 
made the drive home a vacation. 
 

Eighteen remaining gold cars have been documented of which 
two are in very good condition One of these two is in Montana 
where it has stayed all these years.  It was driven home to 
Bompart Packard by 22 year-old mechanic James Hand.  He 
said that he drove the recommended break-in speeds and 
after stopping in Indiana to have the oil changed, he set off for 
Montana at open road speeds which included long stretches at 
100 mph. 
 
So this was how Packard celebrated its Golden Anniversary 
pre-social media, pre-GPS and pre-interstate freeways. No 
expense was spared as befitting a first-class car company. You 

publicize and build excitement for a new model year while paying tribute to a past that made you a world-
renowned and prestigious car manufacturer, all while having fun.  A Golden Era all the way around. 
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At Cruisin’ Grand, this 1960 
Austin Healey Sprite grabbed my 
attention. It was commonly 
referred to as a “Bug Eye” Sprite.  
I will bore you with why I am fond 
of the car.  In 1962 I decided to 
make my career in the U S Navy, 
and I received a bonus. Well, I 
did the wisest thing and decided 

to buy a car.  I had the choice of a Sprite or a Porsche.  The 
Porsche needed a new starter and when I found out what one 
cost, I opted for the Sprite.  

 
It had some minor dents, but my Squadron Mate was an 
Aircraft Metalsmith, who repaired and painted aircraft.  We used 
body tools to beat out all of the dents and painted the car bright 
red in my garage in Coronado, don’t try that now! That is the 

most fun car I have ever owned.  It had everything one would want in a sporty car, it handled well, 
could scare you to satisfaction and it was competitive.  I belonged to the Austin-Healey Club and we 
had track time in the back roads of San Diego County, another don’t try that now! The road tests rated 
the car at 42 hp, 0 to 60 in 20.5 seconds, a top speed of 82.9 mph and 36 mpg, I never measured that.  
The California Highway Patrol did however, measure the speed for me at 90 mph.  I came very close to 
seeing the Hanging Judge in Coronado.  My story convinced the officer; that would not work now either.   
I bought a new Austin-Healey in 1964 and sold the Sprite in 1967 to a squadron mate, he took it to 
Wyoming. I often wonder what ever happened to Mack Schrib and the Sprite. 
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Richard’s Packard appears in an advertisement 
1934 National Geographic 
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The shoe of choice for the Packard owner in 1934.  Passage to Hawaii could be had for 
$75.00.  As it says, “let Hawaii have its way with you”.  1934 National Geographic 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Packard Club of San Diego Page 12 of 15 Predictor August 2021  

 
MEMBERS’ CORNER 

FOR SALE 
 

1948 327 Packard engine for sale, complete 
rebuild, nothing left untouched. Call for details, 
Mark Ballerini 760.473.4224. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1938 Packard 6-Cylinder Engine and 3-Speed  
Transmission for Sale. 

 
The engine was in running condition 
when it was removed from the car. It 
developed a knock which is probably a 
loose connecting  rod. The engine has well 
under 10K miles on it since being 
overhauled about 4 years ago. The 
cylinder head was resurfaced and the 
cylinders were bored. Then, all new valves 
& guides and new pistons & rings were 
installed. The engine rebuild work was 
performed by Kenyon Machine Shop. The 
flywheel was resurfaced, and a new 
clutch & pressure plate and a new throw 
out bearing were also installed. 

 
These parts are located in San Diego, CA. Best 
reasonable offer Contact: Jim Pardubsky 
jampard@dslextreme.com 

858.271.1929 

OR 
Lance Haynes 
oldcars@lancedurant.c
om 858.560.5737 

 
 

1941 Packard Clipper 
Bicycle 
Unusual, restored. 
Packard blue, with tan pin 
striping. 
New chrome & tires. 
Packard badge on steering 
neck $2,400/offer. 
Jay Johnson 
626.780.6397 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1952 Packard- 2 door Model 200- No rust, 
very straight body. No engine or transmission. 
A project, but all the pieces are there. $1,000. 
Jay Johnson 626.780.6397. 

LOOKING FOR PARTS FOR YOUR 
PACKARD? GO TO Sandiegopackard.com AND 

CHECK OUR INVENTORY 
 

 
Fuel pump heat shield 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wiper blades 
 
 

A sample of what have to offer              plus much 
more. 

 
 
 

mailto:jampard@dslextreme.com
mailto:oldcars@lancedurant.com
mailto:oldcars@lancedurant.com
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FOR SALE 
1936 PACKARD MODEL 120 SEDAN 

 

* RESTORED IN 1999 * TRANSMISSION REBUILT BY JIM WOOLSEY IN 2019 

* RADIATOR REBUILT IN 2019 BY BUD’S RADIATOR IN LA JOLLA 

* HAS GOOD CHROME * PEARL WHITE EXTERIOR * CAMEL INTERIOR 

* SOME EXTRA PARTS INCLUDING LUGGAGE RACK THAT NEEDS TO BE RE-CROMED 

 
THIS PACKARD HAS 74,304 MILES ON IT 

 
ASKING $48,000 OR BEST OFFER CONTACT NANCY WERBER @ 619.887.9336 

 

 
FOR SALE 1932 PACKARD “901” Sedan 

 
 

1932 Packard "901" Five Passenger Sedan. 100-point 
show car, many trophies and awards, excellent 
condition, kept in outstanding condition, expertly 
maintained and driven often. Recent illness requires 
sale.  Priced conservatively at $50,000. B. J. Hill 
760.271.7953.                                                                    E-Mail: twopackards@swcp.com. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:woppackards@swcp.com
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WIN A CHICKEN DINNER 
 

 
This is a 1928 Packard 
Convertible Coupe which 
was shown at the PI 
membership meet in June, 
2021. Bruce Duncan got this 
one as well as the hidden 
Predictor 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE MYSTERY CAR FOR AUGUST IS THIS BEAUTY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Give us the make, model and year to win the   coveted Chicken Dinner. 

 
Become a respected authority on automobiles in your house and throughout the automotive 
world by winning the Chicken Dinner Award! 

Win this prestigious award by sending to Steve Ross the make, model and year of this 
automobile. 

 
**CHICKEN DINNER RULES: CONTESTANTS MAY ONLY WIN 2 CHICKEN DINNERS PER 
CALENDAR YEAR 

 
 

Even if you have won your allotted limit, please guess anyway…and if you’re correct, 
the editor will buy you a big orange drink at our next event 
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2021 Activities Calendar 

Listed below is the 2021 calendar of officially sponsored 
events by the Packard Club of San Diego. 

Also included are National PAC events sponsored by PAC or one of its regions. 
You must be a member of PAC to attend officially sponsored events. 
Occasionally, this calendar will list events that are NOT sponsored 
by the club or PAC, but are deemed of interest to the membership. 

Those events are listed in red italics. 
 
 
 

Month Event Date Tour Director 

August 
Membership Summer Social @ Tim's 
Pebble Beach Concours 

Aug 8 
Aug 15 

Tim 
Steve 

September Garage Tour 
Bob Gunthorp BBQ 

Sep 25 
Sep 18 

Terry Knoepp 

October Palm Springs Fall Tour Oct 15-17 Richard and 
Marjo 

November Garage Tour, Riverside Nov 27-28 Bob Waner 
December Christmas Holiday Luncheon, Lazy-H Dec 4 Steve 

 
Photo by S. Ross 

 

See YA on the roAd With theSe pAC memberS 
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