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PREDICTOR 
The monthly newsletter of the Packard Club of San Diego 

- September 2020 – 
 

The Gondola Ride is still scheduled to cast off on September 12, 2020. 
See page 7. 

 
Remember to sign up for the Fall Weekend Getaway Packard Club of San 

Diego and the Mercedes-Benz Club in Idyllwild, CA - October 9, 10, 11, 2020 
 

Read about the coastal tour on page 5. 
 

Don’t forget to find the hidden Predictor and identify the mystery Car. 
Rumor has it that the car has same name as a famous magazine. The 

hidden Predictor may be too easy to find. 
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 
By Richard Schauer 

 
 

Labor Day; now the first 
Monday in September, 
became an official Holiday 
in 1894 

 

I have written on this subject before 
but it bears repeating: we have a 
great club! People in our club are 
always reaching out to help fellow 

members. Maybe all car clubs operate this way, but I do not 
have a bird’s eye perspective on that. This month Kyle Haldi, 
Mike Nadeau, Sam Judd, Paul Santy, Pete Haviar, Steve Ross, 
and Ralph McNeil all benefitted from a helping hand. This 
helping hand mentality is not limited to our region of PAC. 
From 2,000+ miles away in Urbana, Illinois Allen Strong saved 
the day for Ralph McNeil (see Selected Shorts). Members 
rushing to the aid of their fellows include (but not limited to) 
Mark Ballerini, Jim Woolsey, Paul Santy, Phil Pizzuto. Karl 
Ramsing, and Tom O’Hara. The result of all this good will and 
excitement is several Packard cars will be moved along in their 
service needs ranging from tune-up to engine overhaul to 
complete car restoration. Isn’t that a major goal of ours, 
keeping our Packard cars running and getting others back on 
the road? I am proud to be associated with such a wonderful 
group of people. 

 
Spontaneous last-minute tours continue to pop up. On August 
15 the Rolls Royce/Bentley Club organized a tour from Rancho 
Santa Fe to La Jolla and an incredible 50 cars showed up (see 
article)! Car people simply will not be restrained indefinitely. 
Our Fall event calendar is about to unfold. Please sign up for 
the Sept. 12 gondola ride near Coronado, organized by Marjo 
Miller (see flier). It is not too late to register. October 9-10  
is the fall getaway to Idyllwild for the 23rd annual Art & Wine 
Walk. The Packard Club block of rooms is 100% reserved, but 
at last contact with the Bluebird there were still some limited 
rooms available. If you have not already done so, please 
contact the Bluebird Cottage Inn (see flier) and claim your 
room. On November Nick Fintzelberg is organizing a tour of 
Old Hwy 80 (see flier). You don’t have to drive a Packard to 
attend this tour. 
Join me in welcoming one additional new member to our 
region, Todd Schonenberg and wife Debbie. Todd is a former 
club president and we are very happy he has rejoined! 

 
I must also announce that member Ray Mercado of Ramona has passed away. Ray was a quiet man 
who kept to himself and led a quiet life. He will be missed. 
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Members of the Board of Directors, Officers, 
and Committee Chairs for Packard Club of 

San Diego, a Region of Packard 
Automobile Classics (PAC) 

Regional Director: 
Richard Schauer (760) 212-4028 

 
Assistant Regional Director: 

Tim Pestotnik 
 

Treasurer & Newsletter Editor: 
Steve Ross (619) 508-3925 inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

 
Secretary & Director of Club History: 

Brian Wagner 
 

Director of Membership: 
Catherine Woolsey 

 
Director of Club Projects: 
Paul Santy (760) 434-2503 
pjsanty@sbcglobal.net 

 
Newsletter Co-Editor: 

Richard Schauer 
 

At-Large Director: 
Tom O’Hara 

 
Technical Chair: 

Marjo Miller 
 

Packard Club of San Diego 
Web: sandiegopackard.com 

 
Packard Automobile Classics 

Web: packardclub.org 
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It is September and that means it is time to commence the election cycle. Two positions are up for a 
vote this year and they are Assistant Regional Director and Secretary. As you know these are 2-year 
positions (as per our new Bylaws), and are filled currently by Tim Pestotnik and Brian Wagner 
respectively. Anyone wishing to step forward for a Board position is invited to do so during the next 
30 days. Lacking new volunteers the positions will remain unchanged for the 2021-2 period. We are 
always searching for new blood for the board that serves our club, so everyone is urged to consider 
contributing in any way possible. Over the years I have learned that nearly everyone has talents to 
bring to the table. 

 

 
 

THE WELL HIDDEN PRDICTOR 
 
 

LOOKING FOR PARTS FOR YOUR 
PACKARD? GO TO sandiegopackard.com 
AND CHECK OUR INVENTORY 

 
 
 

Battery Box 

 
 
 
 

License plate frame 

 
 
 

Wiper blades 
 

A sample of what we have to offer 
plus much more. 

The hidden Predictor was on page 18  
 
 

Packard Darrin. 
Is it a 1941 or 
1942? Color is 
interesting 

 
 
 
 

 

Never 
really sold 
that well. 
Rumor 

was that 
one of the 
major tire 
companies 
was in on 
the design 
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BREAKFAST CLUB MEETING 
 

The Packard Club of San Diego elder statesmen met 
for the first time in 2020 to discuss the state of the 
economy and the current health crisis. As usual they 
got off topic almost immediately. One member of the 
group is young enough to still be working and we 
sincerely appreciate and thank him for continuing to 
make a significant contribution to our Social Security 
fund. The first major decision seemed to be, do I wear 
the mask now or when I eat, or?? That ended our 
pandemic analysis and the economy never got off the 
ground, as the discussion tuned to valve jobs, 

suspension replacement and tune up for the cars as well as the old guys. A cracked block was a 
significant topic but thankfully it did not pertain to any of our noggins, as far as I know. No date was 
set for the next conference. 

In my opinion 
you will not find 
a better line up 
than these five 
Packards which 
are not trailer 
Queens, but 
drivers. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

ON THE WAY HOME FROM THE BREAKFAST CONFERENCE 
 

On the way home from the meeting I spotted this car turning 
onto Gopher Canyon Road. At first, at a distance I thought could 
that be one of our folks. A car got between us so I still couldn’t 
tell what it was. I thought Model A Ford, but going up the grade 
on Gopher Canyon Road it was pulling the hill at a 45mph clip so 
I figured it couldn’t be a Model A, so I decide to follow him and 
find out. 

 
 

The car is a 1931 Model A 
Ford and was driven by Grant, 
the gentleman pictured here. 
This Mode A has been in the 
family since new! Oh, yes it 
has had some modifications 
which explained why it went up 
the grade so well. 
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COASTAL TOUR WITH THE ROLLS ROYCE CLUB 
S. Ross 

 

 
The Rolls Royce Club sent out an invite to join them for a drive on the coast, so several other car Clubs 
accepted the invitation and joined in. The majority of the cars were Rolls Royce or Bentley; other clubs 
were Mercedes-Benz, Packard, Pierce-Arrow, AACA, and CCCA that I am aware of. By my count there 
were fifty cars on the tour. 

 
We drove through Rancho Santa Fe, Encinitas, Del Mar and La Jolla staying on the coast most of the 
way. There were Vintage Cars, bicycles, motorcycles, people walking and the normal heavy beach traffic. 

 
1947 Triumph 1800 Roadster 

Some of the interesting cars on the tour were 
this 30s vintage Bentley and a 1932 Chrysler 
behind the Bentley 

 
A very nice 1934 DeSoto Airflow, a car ahead of its time. They were 
made from 1934 to 1936 and then dropped from the Chrysler lineup. In 
spite of aggressive advertising the public was not ready for this futuristic 
design. Rumors were started that the car was unsafe and not having 
wood framing was touted as the reason. Go figure. 

 
Rolls Royce and a Lincoln 
Continental. 
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1987 Mercedes-Benz 300SDL parked next to a 1928 
Durant and a 1938 Packard 110. 

 
 

A nice 
Morgan, not 
sure of the 
year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1930 Pierce-Arrow leaving the staging area for the tour. 
You may recognize this as Catherine Woolsey’s Pierce 

 
 
 
 
 

 

On the road, and looking closely you can see the Packard, a Durant, Mustang, Chrysler, Rolls Royce 
another Rolls and a Pierce-Arrow. Was it fun? Yep sure was, and lots of fresh air off the Pacific. 
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WHAT:	 Gondola	ride	with	Packard	Friends	
WHERE:	 The	Gondola	Company,	Coronado	Cays	

503	Grand	Caribe	Causeway,	
Suite	C	
Coronado,	CA	

WHEN:	 Saturday,	September	12,	2020	at	1:30	pm	
	

Although as this is written, we are in lockdown mode with orders prohibiting group events, we thought 
“planning” and “hoping” we can be together on Saturday, September 12, 2020 for a fun outdoor 
Packard/Mercedes-Benz event on the cool waterways of Coronado is just what the doctor ordered. 

The Gondola Company at the Coronado Cays offers a restful interlude outdoors, floating along the still 
waters of the Cays with our very own gondoliers. Please click here to read more about health 
precautions that the Company is taking with their gondolas, gondoliers, and visitors 
https://www.gondolacompany.com/health-safety . Members will be required to wear masks for the 
duration of the event and each gondola seats six. 

If you would like to bring a picnic lunch to eat before the gondola ride, there is a large park, Coronado 
Cays Park (at the entrance to the Coronado Cays, across from Coronado Fire Department Station #2 
at 101 Grand Caribe Causeway.) The Calypso Café, in the same complex as The Gondola Company, 
offers sandwiches, salads, burgers and wraps in the $10-12 range; they have limited seating. 

The cost of the ride, a glass of prosecco, and Gondolier gratuity is $33/person with a full Gondola. 
To get the $33 per person price, each gondola must have 6 passengers. Every effort will be made 
to keep family and friends together. If we have voids in the boat, the empty seat(s) must be paid 
for. 

 
Please RSVP by September 4th to Marjo Miller at miller.marjo@gmail.com or 619.922.3754. 
Please send checks to Richard Schauer at 2329 Cortinal Circle, Escondido, CA 92029-4028. Your 
checks will be returned in the event we are not able to hold the event. 
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Fall Weekend Getaway 
Packard Club of San Diego and the Mercedes-Benz Club 

Idyllwild, CA - October 9, 10, 11, 2020 
 

Aren’t we all tired of this “shelter in place” order? Don’t we all simply want to cut loose? 

Join the Fall Tour and weekend stay at the Mile High Community of Idyllwild, CA. Friday October 9 through 
Sunday October 11, 2020. Accommodations are at the Bluebird Cottage Inn one mile from downtown Idyllwild. 
We have nearly the entire Inn reserved for our two clubs, which are combining again for a fun filled weekend. 
October 10 is the 23rd Annual Art & Wine Walk in Idyllwild. Because this is such a high demand weekend for 
lodging, it is imperative to lock in your room/cabin ASAP. Make your reservation NOW in order to guarantee 
your room and enjoy your pick of accommodations! 

 

WHEN: 

WHERE

: HOW: 

Rooms: 

Friday & Saturday October 9 &10, departing Sunday October 11 

Bluebird Cottage Inn, 26620 Saddle Drive, Idyllwild, CA 92549 

Call 951-659-2696. Ask for Beth and the Packard Club block of rooms. 
 

See website www.bluebirdcottageinn.com and view cottages/property map. Every room/cabin on the 
upper part (east side of Hwy 243) is reserved for our group. Prices are very affordable but vary 
depending on size and number of bedrooms. 

 
 
 

Important: 
• The Conference Room is reserved for us as a hospitality/welcome gathering place. Hours are 4:30 pm 

Friday and Saturday. Come relax, enjoy snacks and cocktails, visit with friends, and make new ones. 
• Check-in time is 2:00 pm and all parking is on-site, off the highway. 
• Dinner is arranged on Saturday at 6:30 pm. 
• Special gifts will be awarded Saturday at the banquet! This year includes a Halloween theme, so best 

man’s and lady’s costume will be voted on. 

 
Sign up soon so you do not miss out!!! 
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Selected Shorts 

Ralph McNeil 
By Richard Schauer 

 

Most of us “old timers” know Ralph McNeil. He is a living, walking fountain of knowledge. A walk of 
his “barn” at his ranch outside Jamul is enough to leave your head spinning. Ralph focuses his 
attention on cars most of us would not touch, pre-WWI. 

 

Ralph has a collection 
of REO cars, a couple 
of which he fired up 
to give members 
rides around his 
ranch years ago. 
They all pre-date 
1910. That was quite 
a day! 

 
 
 
 
 

Ralph also showed us his 1907 Firestone-Columbus Auto 
Buggy, a graceful looking two-seater with 36” wheels. 
The Firestone broke a gear, so Ralph went out looking for 
help. Diligent searching revealed another 1907 Firestone 
belonging to a family near Dallas. The father had 
purchased it new and drove it for years. When he passed 
on, the car was inherited by his two daughters, who 
stored the Firestone on blocks in a sealed garage. There 
it sat for many decades when Ralph found it. Contacting 
the family, he inquired as to spare parts, or, in lieu of 
that, if he could borrow the part he needed in order to 

get it reproduced. The answer came back no, no spare parts and no you cannot remove the needed 
part off the car. Nor could Ralph purchase the entire car. Ralph left word that if they ever decided to 
part with the car to please contact him. Well, I guess you know they did…and Ralph bought it, and 
hauled it home from Texas. It was serial #16. His is serial 12. How many Firestones of that year 
were made, for heaven’s sake? Ralph and wife Connie trailered the Firestone to the La Jolla Concours 
for display six years ago, much to everyone’s great pleasure. Ralph now keeps busy with his cars, 
and sailing. 

 
Ralph’s garage is set up wonderfully with machine tools, wood cutting, shaping, bonding tools, and 
a tour will show several cars in work, mostly REO models. In recent years Ralph has acquired more 
cars. 
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Ralph contacted Mark Ballerini on August 6 asking 
for help. It seems the water pump went out on his 
1927 Packard Model 343 (which by the way is the 
newest car in Ralph’s collection). Here was an 
opportunity. Paul Santy and I drove to Ralph’s 
house to greet him, catch up on news, and hand 
carry the defunct water pump to Oceanside for 
repair. Ralph also generously donated rare 
Packard parts to our club, some of which Paul and 
I brought back with us. 

Since we last visited, he purchased a 1912 Buick 
Model 43, the biggest model made that year. 
Then last year he was contacted by a family in 
Pennsylvania. It seems their dad owned a 1912 
Buick Model 43. The owner was in declining 
health, however, and wanted to see his beloved 
Buick go to a person who would love it and care 
for it as he did. Ralph was contacted and of 
course bought the car. It arrived two days prior 
to our visit there on August 9. Now he owns two 
1912 Buick Model 43’s. 

 
 

I must interject now that we belong to a unique and wonderful car club. So many times I have seen 
members step up to volunteer their time helping other members, gladly doing so. This willingness 
to help goes far beyond our San Diego Region. Mark and I put the call out country-wide in search of 
a water pump shaft or, better, a complete replacement water pump. Mr. Allen Strong of Urbana, Ill 
answered the call and is sending out a spare water pump even as I write this. Turns out Ralph’s 
pump is in worse shape than anyone imagined with a modified and damaged shaft. Mark will 
dismantle the Strong pump and put it in operational order. While that effort is under way we will 
likely commission one of our retired machinist friends to fabricate some number of new ones that 
we can make available to the world…it seems these things are scarce as hen’s teeth. 

 
Concluding, one member puts out a call for help, replies come, help arrives from across the country, 
and the end result is a Packard once again getting out on the road and replacement parts are made 
available to others in a similar predicament. This sums up one of the fine features of being a member 
of a high-quality car club. 

 
Ralph in front 
of Buick and 
Richard 

 
Is this 
one of 
the 
Buicks 
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PALM SPRINGS AIR MUSEUM 
745 N. Gene Autry Trail,Palm Springs, CA 92262 

Famous Planes, Cars & Chili Cook-off 
October 31, 2020 

Sponsored by: 

Desert Classic Car Assoc 
Supported	by	

Palm Springs Air 

Museum American 

Outreach Foundation 

 

For more information: 760 346-1984 / 760 774- 
9936 Email: driwasherik@aol.com / 
packard1708@gmail.com 

 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 

Friday - Dinner, Saturday - Show opens 7 AM 
Judging 10 AM Awards 2 PM (Winners must be 
present at awards ceremony to receive trophy) 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
ALL CARS AND CAR CLUBS WELCOME 
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Name    Phone     Date    

Address      Email:       

City   State  Zip    No. of Cars    

Make  Model      Year   Color   
 

Vehicle		 Judged		 Display	Only	  Will	you	Judge?		 Yes		 No	

Registration	+	Admission	for	one	to	the	Museum	
Passengers	&	Guests:	$10.00	each	

$	20.00	 Day	of	Show	$25.00	

 
Checks	Payable	To:	

 Amount	Enclosed	$			 	
Mail	to:	P.O.	Box	1331	

DCCA	  Palm	Desert,	CA	92261	
 

HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT: The undersigned desiring to enter and participate in the Desert Classic Car Association’s car show 
to be held October 31, 2020, at the Palm Springs Air Museum, Palm Springs, CA, does tender his/her application to participate. The 
undersigned having their own automobile insurance, assumes the liability for and shall indemnify and hold harmless the City of Palm 
Springs, the Palm Springs Air Museum, the Desert Classic Car Association, and American Outreach Foundation from and against any 
and all liability arising from said event, holding them harmless and indemnifying them against whatsoever arising, directly or indirectly 
out of or in connection with, participation in said event. 

 
Agreed to and signed by:  Date:  _   

MEMBERS’ CORNER 

FOR SALE 
 

1948 327 Packard engine for sale, complete rebuild, nothing left 
untouched. Call for details, Mark Ballerini 760.473.4224. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
1938 Packard 6-Cylinder Engine and 

3-Speed Transmission for Sale. 
The engine was in running condition when it was 
removed from the car. It developed a knock which 
is probably a loose connecting rod. The engine has 
well under 10K miles on it since being overhauled 
about 4 years ago. The cylinder head was 
resurfaced and the cylinders were bored. Then, all 
new valves & guides and new pistons & rings were 
installed. The engine rebuild work was performed 
by Kenyon Machine Shop. The flywheel was 
resurfaced, and a new clutch & pressure plate and 
a new throw out bearing were also installed. 

 
These parts are located in San Diego, CA. Best reasonable offer 
Contact: Jim Pardubsky 

jampard@dslextreme.com 
858.271.1929 

 
OR 

Lance Haynes 
oldcars@lancedurant.com 
858.560.5737 

LOOKING FOR PARTS FOR YOUR 
PACKARD? GO TO ndiegopackard.com 
AND CHECK OUR INVENTORY 

 
Battery Box 

 
 
 

License plate frame 

 
 

 
Wiper blades 

 
A sample of what have to offer 
plus much more. 
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1941 Packard Clipper 
Bicycle 

Unusual, restored. 
Packard blue, with tan 

pin striping. 
New chrome & 
tires. Packard 

badge on steering 
neck $2,400/offer. 

Jay Johnson 
626.780.6397, 

jahjjmp@yahoo.com 

1952 Packard- 2 door Model 200-No rust, 
very straight body. No engine or 
transmission. A project, but all the pieces 
are there. $1,000. Jay Johnson. 
626.780.6397. jahjjmp@yahoo.com 
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FOR SALE 
1936 PACKARD MODEL 120 SEDAN 

 
 

* RESTORED IN 1999 * TRANSMISSION REBUILT BY JIM WOOLSEY IN 2019 

* RADIATOR REBUILT IN 2019 BY BUD’S RADIATOR IN LA JOLLA * HAS GOOD CHROME 

* PEARL WHITE EXTERIOR * CAMEL INTERIOR 

* SOME EXTRA PARTS INCLUDING LUGGAGE RACK THAT NEEDS TO BE RE-CHROMED 

THIS PACKARD HAS 74,304 MILES ON IT 

ASKING $48,000 OR BEST OFFER 

CONTACT NANCY WERBER @ 619.887.9336 

 

FOR SALE 1932 PACKARD “901” Sedan 
 
 

 
1932 Packard "901" Five Passenger Sedan. 100 point 
show car, many trophies and awards, excellent 
condition, kept in outstanding condition, expertly 
maintained and driven often. Recent illness requires sale. 
Priced conservatively at $50,000. B. J. Hill 760.271.7953. 
E-Mail: twoppackards@swcp.com. 
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WIN A CHICKEN DINNER 

WE HAVE A CHICKEN DINNER WINNER!! 
Jim Woolsey is the mystery car winner for August. Sam Judd 
was first, but Sam has termed out for this year. Bruce Duncan 
declined the award. 

 
The Chicken Dinner automobile for August was a 1932 
Chevrolet Confederate. GM made this model for one year only 
and it replaced the 1931 Independence. The Confederate was 
replaced by the Eagle in 1933. 

 

THE MYSTERY CAR FOR SEPTEMBER IS A…? 
 

Photo by S. Ross 

 
Become a respected authority on automobiles in your house and throughout the 
automotive world by winning the Chicken Dinner Award! Win this prestigious 
award by sending to Steve Ross the make, model and year of this automobile. 

**CHICKEN DINNER RULES: CONTESTANTS MAY ONLY WIN 2 CHICKEN DINNERS PER CALENDAR YEAR 
 

Even if you have won your allotted limit, please guess anyway…and if you’re correct, the editor will 
buy you a big orange drink at our next event. 
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1919: Isotta-Fraschini 
makes the first production 
straight 8 engines. Price in US 
was $12,500. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 
 
 

1920: The American Automobile Association (AAA) 
published its first annual Highways Greenbook, a report on 
road building in the U.S., and the first AAA Campground 
Directory. AAA’s CampBook® guides later grew to include 11 
editions covering all of North America. 

 
 
 

1920: Half of the automobiles in the world are Ford Model T’s. 

An assembly plant in an old Tram factory in Trafford Park, 
Manchester, England was opened in 1911 employing 60 people 
to make the Model T and the company was reregistered as 
Henry Ford & Son. This was the first Ford factory outside 
North America. At first the cars were assembled from imported 
chassis and mechanical parts with bodies sourced locally. Six 
thousand cars were produced in 1913 and the Model T became 
the country's biggest selling car with 30% of the market. In 
1914 Britain's first moving assembly line for car production 
started with 21 cars an hour being built. After the First World 
War, the Trafford Park plant was extended, and in 1919, 41% 
of cars registered in Britain were Fords. 

 

 
 
 
 

1919: A special Packard race car with a 905 
cubic inch Packard Liberty aircraft engine, driven by 
Ralph DePalma, set a land speed record of 149.72 
mph. 

 
Photo by Ralph S. Le Sesne 
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Packard Club of San Diego 

2020 Activities Calendar 

Listed below is the 2020 calendar of officially sponsored events by the Packard Club of San Diego. 
Also included are National PAC events sponsored by PAC or one of its regions. 

You must be a member of PAC to attend officially sponsored events. 
Occasionally, this calendar will list events that are NOT sponsored by the club or PAC, but are 

deemed of interest to the membership. Those events are listed in red italics. 
 

Month	 Event	 Date	 Tour	Director	
    
September	 Gondola	Excursion,	Coronado,	lunch	to	follow	 12	Sep	 Marjo	Miller	/	Tom	O'Hara	

 Studebaker-Packard-Pierce	Arrow	@	Spanish	Landing	 CANCELLED	  
    

 
October	

Fall	Weekend	Getaway,	Idyllwild,	Art	Festival	redux	
combined	with	M-B	Club	

 
9-11	Oct	

 
Richard	Schauer	

    

 
November	

Nick	Fintzelberg	Tour	on	Old	Hwy	80	to	desert	overlook.	
Combined	with	CCCA	

7	Nov	 Nick	Fintzelberg	

    

December	 Christmas	Holiday	Luncheon,	Lazy-H	 5	Dec	 Steve	Ross	
 
 
 
 

Satchel’s quotes: 
 

“Work like you don't need 
the money. 
Love like you've never been 
hurt. 
Dance like nobody's 
watching." 

 
"I ain't ever had a job, I just 
always played baseball." 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Satchel Paige setting on his Packard bumper in 1941. Looks 
like he is putting a lot of strain on those small cross bars. 


