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PRESIDENT'S THOUGHTS  

                            Steve Ross 

 

Where a Packard belongs: On the road    

 

We see here Karl Ramsing somewhere in 

the back woods of San Diego County 

headed for another fun-filled outing with 

your club.  We have had a busy summer 

with many tours, car shows and we are 

not done yet.   In your Predictor you will 

find more tours planned and we really, 

really look forward to having you Packard 

ladies and gentlemen join us.  If the 

Packard can proceed, bring it, if not drive 

the other automobile.  We like cars no matter what the brand. 

 

As a preview of what you will find in this issue, we are going to Palm Springs for 

a weekend of sightseeing and of course some fine dining.  This tour may be 

booked but you might check with Richard Schauer nonetheless.  Before we go to 

Palm Springs we are joining the Mercedes-Benz crew for a FUN car show.  No 

need to sweat this one out you concours folk, it is for fun.  Shoot, you don't even 

have to wash your car because there will be a prize for the dirtiest Packard.   The 

Yellow Peril may show up for this one!  And then, we are going to the Cabrillo 

Ranch for a show sponsored by the City of Carlsbad Parks and Recreation 

Department.  The city set this up just for us!  How about that?!   We will finish off 

the year with a Christmas party where we have the famous or infamous, 

depending on one's perspective, gift exchange.  We have elections coming up and 

we can always use some help and fresh ideas.   

 

Thanks to Karl we have a membership of 66 (as of today) with 3 new members.  

We welcome Carl Phipps and his 1950 4-door sedan, Clay Johnson and his 1949 

Standard 8 and Vicki Zeiger and her 1936 V-12.  We are looking forward to 

meeting these new members and seeing their Packards 

 

        Yours truly and some other SD Packard 

fans are attending the AACA Mega swap 

meet at Hershey, PA this month.  The proper 

name is the Hershey Region AACA Fall Meet.  

I guess this is a must for any car guy or car 

gal and we have three car gals going that I 

am aware of.  Carol and I are going East to 

Washington DC early in October to visit 

some Navy buddies and see if we can help 

the boys and girls in congress a bit before 

proceeding on to Hershey. 

 

As Henry Joy in his Packard Twin 6 did it in 1915.  We are still leading the way.  
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McNeil Ranch and Garage Tour, September 12, 2015 
 

This outing had all of the qualities desired of a car event.  We had a very nice drive through the back roads of 

San Diego County with no traffic, weather was tolerable, and the site of the gathering was beautiful with a 

fishing lake and a complete restoration shop with several vintage brass era automobiles some fully restored and 

some in work.   What else could one want?  Oh yes, we had a super spread for lunch catered by Ralph and 

Connie McNeil.  Vintage car rides were also provided.  I am truly sorry for those unfortunate ones who missed 

this one.  Maybe next year?    

 

  

 

Phil Pizzuto and Karl Ramsing at 
the rendezvous point  

 
Photos of non-Packards being driven 

to the ranch are not shown in here 
although there were some nice cars 
including a Mercedes-Benz, Audi and 

a Porsche. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Brian Wagner's 1941 
Touring Sedan  

 
The first group met up at the Westfield Shopping Center and 

proceeded to the official rendezvous point in La Mesa.  From 
there the caravan proceeded to the McNeil ranch on secluded 
county roads, mostly. 

Karl leads the 
caravan to the ranch 

in his 1929 "626" 
Convertible Coupe. 
 

           
 

 
 
 

Mike, and Dr. Rich Greenfield are given a ride by Ralph in 
his Reo.  We traveled about one mile to the neighbor's 

ranch.   
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This 1914 Cadillac was used to transport us to the neighbor’s ranch.  It is seldom that one has the 

opportunity to ride in one of these vintage automobiles.   
 

 
Brian Wagner's 1941 Touring Sedan keeping company with the Woolsey's ‘35 limo.  These are two 
very fine examples of the Packard automobile in their day.   I had the pleasure of riding with Brian to 
the neighbor's ranch.  What a smooth running machine.  

 
 

 
 

Phil Pizzuto's 1939 touring Sedan and Karl's 1929 Convertible.  A good depiction of how Packard 
changed in ten years.  It is hard to believe in 1939 that Packard would cease to exist in 19 years.  



San Diego Region Predictor P a g e 4 October   2 0 1 5 

   

                   
 
Dr. Rich Greenfield, Adam Schmidt and Mike.          Ralph McNeil with his back to us, Dr. Rich 

Greenfield, Tim Pestotnik, Catherine Woolsey and 
Chris. 

 

                                  
 

Lunch is served overlooking the lake 

 
 

   
A few of Ralph's Brass era automobiles.  How many can you identify? 

   
 

The club is grateful to Ralph and 
Connie for opening up their home 
to us.  We had an enjoyable drive 

to the ranch, saw some fantastic 
cars and met some of our club 

members for the first time and 
enjoyed a scrumptious lunch.  
What more could one ask for? 
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         Palm Sprngs Fall Tour                     
October 23-24-25, 2015 

Our premier fall event is rapidly approaching.  It is time to plan.  The Triada Hotel, Palm Springs is our 

selected venue.  Built in 1929 and formerly known as the Spanish Inn, Triada has historical significance because 

it was frequented by the rich and famous in Hollywood’s heyday and was once owned by actor Alan Ladd.  Triada 

is located in the historical Movie Colony neighborhood.  P.I. San Diego Region has secured a special rate of 

$150/night per room for a limited number of rooms.  Interested parties are urged to respond quickly.  Late 

entries will have to pay the full room rate, if rooms are still available.   

 

The plan is for everyone to arrive at Triada Friday afternoon.  Check-in time is 4:00 pm.  No money is required 

as a down payment; participants pay when they arrive.  Caravans are encouraged, and are always enjoyable, 

but certainly not required.  Parties interested in caravan should contact Richard Schauer prior to Oct. 22.  Cars 

will meet at the filling station at I-15 and Hwy 76, Park ‘n Ride lot at 4:00 pm.   

 

The weekend schedule is intentionally flexible.  Dinner on Friday is open in order to accommodate everyone’s 

arrival schedule.  Having said that it would be nice to share a meal together…let’s see how it works out.  

Saturday morning breakfast is also open.  Everyone will receive a map of the Movie Colony section of Palm 

Springs, which is a self-guided walking tour commencing right outside the Triada Hotel.   After the walking tour 

lunch will be at Billy Reed’s Restaurant, famous for its chicken pot pie and Boston Crème pie dessert.  The 

afternoon is open, as some people wish to visit museums, others the Palm Springs Airport, and some the 

Annenberg Sunny Land Estate.  Others may wish to take advantage of the hotel pool and spa facilities.  Dinner 

will be at Morton’s, former home of the owner of the Pierce Arrow Automobile Company, now a restaurant and 

conference facility.  The last time we drove down Palm Springs Blvd the Packard cars made quite a sight, literally 

stopping traffic and pedestrians! Fun! 

 

Checkout time is 11:00 am on Sunday.  

 

PLEASE DO NOT DELAY!  If you wish to attend, please contact Richard Schauer immediately at 760-740-9188 

or email at packard1934@sbcglobal.net  We would hate for anyone to miss out on this great time!   

 

 

 
 

mailto:packard1934@sbcglobal.net
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Packards International San Diego Region 
 

    
 

             Saturday, November 21, 2015   

       
 

6200 Flying Leo Carrillo Lane, Carlsbad, CA 

Cars must arrive by 10 am 
Special Invitation to: Classic Car 

Club of America Pierce-Arrow 

Society Studebaker Club 

 

Lunch provided by Boston Market 

 

$20 per person 

RSVP: Phil Pizzuto hppizzuto@sbcglobal.net 760-724-6655 Mail to: 

1677 Mission Meadows Drive Oceanside, CA 92057 
(Make checks payable to Packards International San Diego Region) 

 

 
Name:  #Attending:   

 

Car Entered: Make, Model, Year: ______________________________________  
 

 

 

mailto:hppizzuto@sbcglobal.net
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Wash and Shine 

Classic Car Show 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, 
Nov. 21 

Leo Carrillo Ranch Historic Park 6200 Flying Leo 

Carrillo Lane 760-476 -1042 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY ANNOUNCEMENT 
Steve Ross 

 
 

 

 

DECEMBER 13, 2015 

I know it seems like Christmas was just last week to some of us. We are returning to the Lazy H Steak 

House in Pauma Valley where we have reserved the John Wayne room for our party this year. The 

“Chinese” gift exchange will be the highlight of our party. That means each person, who wants to 

participate, brings a gift valued at $25 or less. For those who may not have had this experience it is a lot 

of fun. We are serving your choice of Prime Rib of Beef, Red Snapper or a Veggie meal with Chef's choice 

for dessert. This event is one of our best attended so get your reservation in early.  No host bar.  
 

 Number in party: ( ) X $40.00  

 

Menu Selection 

Prime Rib: Number (      )  

Red snapper: Number (      ) 
 

Veggie: Number (      ) 
 

 Time: 12:00 P.M. 
 

 

Deadline for reservation: December 7, 2015 
 

Send check made payable to PI San Diego Region to Steve Ross, 16151 Fruitvale Rd., Valley 

Center, CA 92082. Questions, contact Steve at 619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net 
 

Drive your Packard and win a free beverage of your choice. 

 

` 

 

 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
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ELECTION TIME 
 

 
 
Yes, it is already that time of year when you elect you Regional Officers for the coming year.  In 

accordance with our Region's By-Laws we are obligated to provide a slate of candidates in the 
September Predictor, a ballot published in the October Predictor and an election in November.   A 
general membership meeting will be held in November providing the membership the opportunity 

to nominate and vote on candidates.  Your Regional Officers are the office of President, Vice-
President, Secretary and Treasurer.  Any member in good standing may run for office.  The 

Regional Officers serve for a term of one year beginning January 1st and ending December 31st. I 
and the board strongly encourage any member to join the Board of Directors, and, if so inclined, be 
on officer of the region.  I can see the scoffs, eye rolls and smirks when I say serving on the board 

or as an officer is fun!  Our board makes sure it is fun and if it isn't, corrections are made to make 
it so. 

 
The proposed slate of candidates for Officers for the year 2016 are: 
 

 President:  Richard Schauer  
 

 Vice President:  Ron Steffey 
 
 Secretary:  Brian Wagner 

 
 Treasurer:  Steve Ross 

 
Any one desiring to be a part of our board or run for an office please contact Steve Ross @ 619-
508-3925, inewsx@sbcglobal or 16151 Fruitvale road, Valley Center, CA 92082 
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Another opportunity to take the Packard  
For a drive and have some fun 

 

 
 

The Mercedes Benz Club has invited us to join them for Automobiles of Distinction gathering at the Lazy H in 

Pauma Valley October 17, 2015.  All of the details are below.   There will be prizes for the Packards.  

   
                                                          October 17, 2015                                                            

WASH (or not wash), SHINE AND DINE GALA EVENT at the Lazy H Ranch in 

Pauma Valley. 

 
Once again we are gathering at the Lazy H for a number of reasons such as it is fun, that is a good enough 

reason right there but we will continue on anyway.  We will meet old friends, make new friends, look at some 

automobiles and kick a few tries, tell outlandish stories about past events, gossip about other car clubs, 

perhaps get a tour of an Interstate, and if we are really lucky we will be there for the grand opening of the 

rotating, fold out, full service bar installed in the boot of President Michael's limo. The Packard Club has been 

invited so we might see an American Automobile icon that shares a Legacy with Mercedes-Benz      

 

Awards will given for cleanest, the one we like best and the dirtiest car attending.  We are hoping to meet 

some of our Airstream members as well.  Airstream Interstate drivers PLEASE let us see and hear about the 

finest motor home in the industry.  A special award is being prepared for the most awesome Interstate as 

decided by the people at the gathering. 

 

THE PARTICULARS:  
 

Where: Lazy H Ranch, 1687 Highway CA-76, Pauma Valley, CA 
 

10:00 am: Gather in the parking area at the Lazy H  

 

12:00 noon: People’s Ballots in box for awardees 

 

12:30 pm: Lunch at the Lazy H Dining Room and awards presentation 
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE CLUB 

 
Tim Pestotnik takes home the best in show award at the San Diego 

Down's Syndrome Show.  Tim's trophy case is beginning to fill up.  We 

are confident there will be many more awards down the road for this 

fine piece of machinery.  Congrats, TIM! 

 

 
 

Clay Johnson's 1949 Deluxe Sedan and Fred Puhn's 1950 Deluxe Sedan at the Cool 

Classic Car show. 

 

Colin Fort’s 1958 58L-P8 Station 

Wagon.  The last year for Packard and 
this is believed to be one of two still in 

existence.  Colin won first in class at the 
Cool Classic Car Show at Spanish 

Landing. 

 

 

 

    

    

New member Clay Johnson with his 

1949 Deluxe Sedan.   

 

Clay has a couple of Studebakers and he said he got the Packard because he wanted a car that he 

could drive.  He loves his Packard and drives it every day.  Clay drove down from Hemet and had 

no problems.  The interior is original and looks like new.  I think we will be seeing lot of Clay. 
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2015 Calendar of Events 
 

Listed below is the 2015 calendar of officially sponsored events by the San Diego Region of 
Packards International Motor Car Club.  Also included are National PI events sponsored by PI 
headquarters or one of its regions.  You must be a member of Packards International to attend 
officially sponsored events.  Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more   
information about the location or setting of the tour. 

 

Oct 23-25 Overnight to Palm Springs  Palm Springs Richard Schauer  

Nov 15 Wash & Shine Show at Leo Carillo Ranch  Carlsbad  Phil Pizzuto  

Dec 13 Christmas Party at Lazy H Ranch  Valley Center Steve Ross  

Jan (2016)  1 Brunch at Hotel del Coronado  Coronado Steve Ross  

  

http://triadapalmsprings.com/
http://www.carrillo-ranch.org/
http://lazyhranchresort.com/
http://hoteldel.com/restaurant-coronado/

