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PRESIDENT'S THOUGHTS 
Steve Ross 

 
Wishing you Thankful and 
Happy Thanksgiving Day 

 
While working on the Predictor every month I have 

noted that the same people and the same Packards 

seem to be in every issue.  As someone said recently 

it is the "usual suspects".  This begs the question what 

are we doing wrong?  As is the tenor of the day we 

could form a committee and study the issue to death 

and issue multiple solutions while requesting more 

data.  Bottom line I suppose is that the board is not 

putting on events that are of interest to the majority 

of our members.  There are probably lost of reasons such as too far to drive, wrong 

time of day, too expensive, no interest, or the one I like best--people just join to get 

the Predictor.  I have a lot of fun at our functions and sincerely wish more of our 

dues paying members could join us.   After all we are spending your money!   

        

Thanks to Karl we have a membership of 66 (as of today) with 3 new members.  We 

welcome Carl Phipps and his 1953 Sedan, Clay Johnson and his 1949 Standard 8 

and Vicki Zeiger and her 1936 V-12.  We are looking forward to meeting these new 

members and viewing their Packards. 

  

The Rosses, Woolseys, Marjo 

Miller and Tim Pestotnik made the 

pilgrimage to Hershey and it was 

mind boggling to say the least!  

Nine thousand vendors were there 

and I estimate the car corral had 

at least 500 cars.  I suppose one 

could see it all in 3 days but not 

me.  I believe Jim Woolsey and 

Tim Pestotnik may have seen it 

all.  Tim scored on some 

important items for his 1934 

Convertible Coupe.  There will be 

an article on Hershey in future 

Predictors.   

 

A Golden Goddess of Speed. Gold plated or painted?  It did not look painted to 

me so I say gold plated.  It certainly caught one's eye.    We hope to see as many 

of our club members and their Packard as possible at the Leo Cabrillo Ranch Wash 

and Shine Show.  The City of Carlsbad is sponsoring this  event (see page 3).  Our 

Christmas party is just around the corner and you do not want to miss that (page 

10)! 
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Palm Sprngs Fall Tour                     

S. Ross 

 

 
 

 
Circa 1936??  A gentleman is getting something out of the Packard, perhaps his gin?   

 
                                                                                

Palm Springs and the Packard Club seem 
to mix with each other quite well based 

solely on our two visits to that city in the 
past three years.  We returned the 

weekend of October 23 staying in one of 
the city’s older buildings built in 1927 and 
occupied in 1929.  Today the hotel is called 

the Triada which has several meanings one 
being thirsty and another is having a bite 

to eat.   The name fits in either case.   The 
building began as a private residence then 
was an apartment hotel before being 

remodeled recently as a hotel.  Now wasn't 
that interesting?   It was very nice and was 

befitting of the Packard clientele. 
 
Photo taken in 2015 of  a 1934 Packard Roadster and a 1935 V-12 Limo belonging to Tim Pestotnik 

and Jim Woolsey respectively.  These two Packards added to the beauty of the hotel significantly.  

These display the range of Packard models from the playboy convertible to the successful busniess 

man who was chauffeured about.          
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Our Hospitality Suite 

  Arriving at the hotel we 

were greeted by our host 

Richard Schauer assisted by 

his lovely wife Karen who 

had prepared homemade 

chocolate chip cookies and 

brownies.   There soft drinks 

as well as adult beverages.   

Gourmet cheese, crackers 

and a plethora of goodies 

were also available   

   

 

 

By early evening everyone had arrived and checked in and the decision had to be 

made as to where to go for dinner.   Since the automobiles were put to bed for the 

evening, we selected the El Mirasol at Los Arboles - a half block down from the hotel. 

Friday night is a busy night in Palm Springs so service was a bit slow.  Our group 

occupied 5 or 6 tables.  Margaritas were excellent so all was well.  

 

Kathy Santy, Paul Santy, Scott 

Napora, and Taba Campana  

 

Karen getting  

more goodies  

 

 

Kathy, Paul, Scott Tana Campana, Richard 

Schauer and Michael Campana making a   

point or singing?                        

 

Karl and Peggy Ramsing 

As one can 

determine from the 

photos at El Mirasol  

it would indicate that 

these people are 

having a good time.  

There was no singing    

to my knowledge 

however, it was                         

noisy. 

 

 

Nelly Andriano, Paul &Kathy Santy, Karl & Peggy Ramsing,                                                                                    

 

 

 

Nelly Andriano, Ron Steffey, Katherine 

Woolsey and Chris, Tim's Nephew 
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The rotunda in the lobby was provided for our hospitality suite which made it very convenient for our gathering 

place.  Frank Sinatra was our featured singer provided by Richard and Karen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kathy Santy and Karl Ramsing  Scott Napora, Peggy Ramsing, Kristine Napora.  

 

     The handsome Poodle came with Scott and Kristine.  Our pets were welcome at the hotel and there were 

several there that seemed to be enjoying themselves 

 

L to R Ron Steffey, Karl and Peggy Ramsing,  

Kathy Santy, Scott Napora, Tana and Mike 

Campana, Karen Schauer and Carol Ross  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arising not so bright and early Saturday morning we met for   

breakfast in the Iluminara Restaurant and made plans for the day.  

The breakfast offering was excellent.  For those who did not want the 

traditional breakfast of eggs, meat etc, this delicious yogurt fruit and 

granola dish was offered.   

 

 

 

  

The group scattered to the four winds for the day.  Some went hiking, 

rode the tram up the mountain.  Ron, Nelly, Carol and I went looking at vintage cars for sale in Palm Springs.  

There was also a bit of ladies shopping involved.   Leo DiCaprio was spotted at a vintage furniture store but 

he was not very talkative. 

 

    Michael, Tana and Karen checking out the tram before going 

up the mountain to an elevation of over 8600 feet where the 

temperature dropped from the high nineties to the sixties.  

 

The vintage cars we looked at were a bit overpriced and some 

were not in very good shape.  All were worthy of close inspection 

before making an offer.  No Packards were seen.  There was a 

1930 Pierce-Arrow Roadster and several T-Birds - both original 

ones and the new version.   
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Everyone returned to the hospitality suite around five and 

began preparation for dinner.  Reservations had been made for 

dinner at Melvyn's at the Ingleside Inn.  The Ingleside Inn is a 

famous landmark in Palm Springs.  It was once the private home 

of Humphrey Birge, manufacturer of the Pierce-Arrow Motorcar.  

It was built in 1925 and sold in 1938 when the home was 

converted to a twenty room hotel.  For the next thirty years it 

was an exclusive private club whose guests came by invitation 

only.  During the golden days of Hollywood it was the in place 

for stars and still is for that matter.   

 

                                                                                      

Arriving at Melvyn's we were informed that it was valet parking 

only and everyone was anxious to see how the young men handled the V-12 Packard.  Mr. Woolsey was very 

patient and helpful.  The spaces were tight for a modern car but very snug for this Packard Limo.   

 

   Jim giving final instructions to the driver 

  

Making our grand 

entrance to Melvyn's. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                              

 

 

 

                                                                                         

Ron Steffey, Nelly 

Andriano Mike and Tana 

Campana, Karen and 

Richard Schauer 

(peeking around the                     

corner) 

 

 

 

                      

 Kathy and Paul Santy Richard had us play a game giving everyone the 

opportunity to win a prize if we had certain items on 

our person such as a bobby pin, a program to the 

2001 World Series (not really but seemed that 

hard).  Surprisingly someone had one of these "off 

best items".  I am being critical since I had none of 

the items required to win. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pierce-Arrow
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 Peggy and Karl                                                           Chris, Tim, Jim and Katherine Woolsey 

                       

Tim brought a bottle of wine from France 

Katherine was totally impressed with the wine for each table 

 

The road through the mountains.  No problem for these Grand Old ladies of the highways. 

 

Is this a beautiful 

Automobile or what?? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I have traveled over a large portion of 

our planet including third world countries 

and have never encountered a sign such 

as this.  Has anyone else?  I assume this 

was enforced on the honor system.   

 

This was a great weekend with 

Packards and club members.  Please 

join us for our next event at Leo 

Cabrillo and do not forget the 

Christmas/Holiday party! 
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Packards International San Diego Region 
 

    
 

Saturday, November 21, 2015 

    

6200 Flying Leo Carrillo Lane, Carlsbad, CA 

Cars must arrive by 10 am 
Special Invitation to: Classic Car Club of America, Pierce-

Arrow Society, Studebaker Drivers Club 

 

Lunch provided by Boston Market 

 

$20 per person 
 

 

RSVP: Phil Pizzuto hppizzuto@sbcglobal.net 760-724-6655 Mail to: 

1677 Mission Meadows Drive Oceanside, CA 92057 
(Make checks payable to Packards International San Diego Region) 

 

 
Name:  #Attending:   

 

Car Entered: Make, Model, Year: ______________________________________  
 

 
 

mailto:hppizzuto@sbcglobal.net
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CHRISTMAS PARTY ANNOUNCEMENT 
S.  Ross 

 
 

 

 

DECEMBER 13, 2015 

I know it seems like Christmas was just last week to some of us. We are returning to the Lazy H Steak House 

in Pauma Valley where we have reserved the John Wayne room for our party this year. The “Chinese” gift 

exchange will be the highlight of our party. That means each person, who wants to participate, brings a 

gift valued at $25.00 or less. For those who may not have had this experience it is a lot of fun. We are serving 

your choice of Prime Rib of Beef, Red Snapper or a Veggie meal with Chef's choice for dessert. This event is 

one of our best attended so get your reservation in early.  No host bar  
 

Number in party: ( ) X $40.00  

Menu selection: Prime Rib, Number ( ) 

Red snapper: Number ( ) 
 

Veggie: Number ( ) 
 

Time: 12:00 P.M. 
 

 

Deadline for reservation: December 7, 2015 
 

Send check made out to PI San Diego Region to Steve Ross, 16151 Fruitvale Rd., Valley Center, CA 

92082. Questions, contact Steve at 619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net 
 

Drive your Packard and win a free beverage of your choice. 

 

` 

   

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
http://pedalcarplus.com/images/xmascards/ATTnewsled.jpg
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PARKARD REPORTS  
Brian Wagner 

 

 
 

Seventy-Five Years Ago 
 
 

Packard celebrated its 40th anniversary in 1940. They had sold more than 402,000 vehicles in those four decades. 
 

Packard sales were up 70 percent from when the 1940 models were introduced in August 1939 to February 1940, for a six 
month sales total of 44.995 cars. At the end of the 1940 model run, they had sold a total of 76,927 cars for their fourth best 
year. 
 
Packard introduced the first air conditioning for cars in 1940 along with the industry’s first power windows. 

 
Packard consolidated its numbering system in 1940.  The Six became the One-Ten, the One-Twenty remained the same, the 
Super Eight became the One-Sixty and the top of the line models were called the One-Eighty. 
 
Packard shipped its first military marine engines and contracted to build Rolls-Royce Merlin aircraft engines. 

 
And seventy-five years ago, Packard had the following service charges: 

 
Adjust and service brakes: $2.70 
               
     
Reline and adjust brakes, four wheels: $13.65 
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Clean and adjust carburetor: $2.40 
 

Tune-up: $4.75 
 

New piston rings and align rods: $23.65 
 

Carbon and valve job: $13.00 
 

Front wheel toe-in, check and adjust: $1.25 
 

Adjust clutch pedal clearance: $0.50 
 

New fan belt: $1.90 
 
 

Other costs in 1940: 
 

Half gallon of milk, delivered to your door: $0.25 
 

Loaf of bread: $0.08 
 

Pound of coffee: $0.21 
 

Newspaper: $0.03 
 

Pound of chuck roast: $0.24 
 

Men’s suit: $25.00 
 
 

Also in 1940: 
 

The first 160 miles of the Pennsylvania Turnpike were opened 
 

Tupperware was invented 
 

Teenagers were dancing the Lindy Hop and the Jitterbug 
 

Bing Crosby and Bob Hope released the first of their “road” pictures  – “The Road to Singapore” 
 

The average annual earnings for full time workers was $1,300 
 

The Dow, at 131, still had not recovered from its peak of 381 in 1929. 
 

Bugs Bunny made his debut in the Warner Brothers short, “A Wild Hare.” 
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And finally, 1940 Packard gossip: 
 

“Julia Brown Colt, the “Girl in the Golden Packard,” about whose romance with visiting Winthrop Rockefeller the society 
reporters were agog a week or so ago, is being tested this week by major film companies, including Columbia and 
Universal….her voice is said to be so good studios hope to make a sort of female Gene Autry out of her.” 
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     Gene Krupa, Benny Goodman’s drummer, with his 1940 Darrin Convertible Coup 

 
***************************************************************************** 

 

 
 

There are three generations of gas pumps here if you look closely 
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SELECTED SHORTS 
(A continuing article including short stories and articles from our members) 

By Richard Schauer 
 

PACKARD AUTOMOBILES of EUROPE 

 
Peter Issler with his 1934 1101  "Werner Risch"  

 

Karen and I recently returned from a trip to Europe.  Prior 
to departing for Switzerland I heard from Peter Issler.  

Peter heard from a person that I sell Packard parts for 
1934 models, and asked if I had a set of trunk perch 
hardware to sell him.  Yes, I do, er, did.  A deal was struck 

and I hand carried the parts to Basel, Switzerland on Sept. 
2.  Mr. Issler offered to meet us at our hotel so we could 

meet, see his car, conclude the parts deal, and we could 
exchange Packard stories. 

  

Installing the trunk 
perch hardware  

 
 

Karen and Alexandra (our  

Interpreter) 
 

 
 

On Friday September 4 Peter met us as planned and drove us first 
to the nearby town of Muttenz, where we were treated to a 
wonderful lunch at his daughter’s inn/restaurant Zum Ochsen.  

Afterward Peter drove us to his house.   
 

Peter is upper 60’s and has been a career architect, designing mostly individual family homes.  His 
own home is a design showcase.  Gutters are stainless steel, downspouts 6” diameter, rain water 
collecting in a huge underground cistern where it is filtered, chemically treated, and used for irrigation 

and household.  In the back of his property is a garage/workshop, where he still practices architecture.  
Beside that is a dedicated garage for his 1934 Packard model 1101 standard 8 seven passenger 

sedan, with storage space along the walls, in front, and a work well beneath the car so he can access 
the underside.  Impressive to say the least.  I installed the hardware on Peter’s rear bumper, with no 
problem.  Then away we went about 8 miles to the south to Oberwil, to the house of our host.  Peter’s 

car drives most impressively.  The engine was rebuilt six years ago and the car drives like new, 
impressively strong.  Overall Peter’s car is a very nice driver. 

                                   
On the way to Oberwil we stopped at the house of friends of Peter’s and fellow Packard Club members 
of Switzerland named Urs and Susanne Notter.  In their garage were two 1927 Packards, a five 

passenger sedan recently purchased from the USA and shipped to Switzerland, and a 7 passenger 
Phaeton he has owned for 40 years.   This car and Peter’s were imported as new cars by the Swiss 

Packard distributor Werner Risch of Zurich.  I learned that there is a very active Swiss Packard club 
branch  They meet once a quarter, typically 32-35 cars turning out.  The popular event covers several 
days and includes long tours covering hundreds of kilometers.   
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Urs and Susanne Notter with their 1927 Sedan. (ed.  Urs 

is wearing Mercedes-Benz coveralls so he must have a 
Mercedes-Benz connection). 

 
 Arriving at the Zieger-Bolli 

residence in Oberwil the “Oldtimer 
car” was surrounded by kids.  Loving 
every moment, Peter gave rides to 

everyone, excited kids swarming the 
car, and adults as well.  It does not 

matter where our cars are in the 
world.  They command immediate 
attention, respect and jaw dropping 

awe!  We had a wonderful time 
taking it all in.    

  

                                                                   
                                                                        

The Notter's ‘27 Phaeton and their ‘27 sedan 
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The Packard Dealer in Zurich from 1934 until 1939, was Werner Risch 
S Ross 

                                                                             
 

The Packard dealer in Zurich from 1934 until 1939, was "Werner 
Risch," Seestrasse 407, Willishofe, Zurich.  Werner Risch, Swiss 

importer at that time of Packard cars, launched his own make 
“Swiss-Packard” on the occasion of the Geneva Automobile Salon 
in 1934.  His vehicles were much modified Packards.  

Modifications are most notable in the grill shelled chromed, 
painted grill headlights, windshield washers and body work.  

 
Photo of this 1935 Werner Risch Packard was taken at Pebble Beach 1n 2013.  The coach work for 
this Packard was by Gerber another Swiss Coach Builder.   

 
It would appear that Richer used coach builders as well as his own artisans to modify Packards for 

his customers.  Here is an announcement made by the Risch firm in the thirties. 
 

 

In a brochure of Werner Risch, Zurich.  
 (translated from Swiss so it reads a bit odd to us)   

 
Swiss Packard 

 

The brilliant combination of automotive art. 
 

The creation of a wholly owned Swiss-car is not possible without years of preliminary studies. 
To meet but in mass most far reaching our national interests, I have created the Swiss-Packard 
cars. Here I am supported by my much more intimate than ten years of working with the 

Packard-works, especially in terms of construction. The Swiss-Packard cars I mount here partly 
of Packard-original parts. This relates in part to motor and transmission unit, chassis frame and 

axles and provisional application of the original control. Thus, the oldest and most important 
experience in building quality automobiles is maintained. With my own and complete redesigns 
(a number of patents pending), all Swiss manufacturers, I specially produced: (here follows a 

long list of parts of wheel hubs, cooler to Scheibenreiniger( windshield cleaner etc.) 
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The red factory is now a cultural center, offering courses on 
social and cultural issues  

     
1929 645 Deluxe 8, 

driven by Werner 
Risch, Swiss 

distributor for 
Packard, 
photographed in the 

Swiss Alps. 
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ELECTION TIME 
 

 
 

Yes it is that time of year when you elect you Regional Officers for the coming year.  In accordance 

with our Region's By-Laws we are obligated to provide a slate of candidates in the September 
Predictor, a ballot published in the October Predictor and an election in November.   A general 

membership meeting will be held in November providing the membership the opportunity to nominate 
and vote on candidates.  Your Regional Officers are the office of President, Vice-President, Secretary 
and Treasurer.  Any member in good standing may run for office.  The Regional Officers serve for a 

term of one year beginning January 1st and ending December 31st. I and the board strongly 
encourage any member to join the Board of Directors and if so inclined be on officer of the region.  I 

can see the scoffs, eye rolls and smirks when I say serving on the board or as an officer is fun!  Our 
board makes sure it is fun and if it isn't corrections are made to make it so. 

 

The proposed slate of candidates for Officers for the year 2016 are: 
 

President:  Richard Schauer  
 

Vice President:  Ron Steffey 

 
Secretary:  Brian Wagner 

 
Treasurer:  Steve Ross     

 

Any one desiring to be a part of our board or run for an office please contact Steve Ross @ 619-
508-3925, inewsx@sbcglobal or 16151 Fruitvale road, Valley Center, CA 92082 

  

http://www.imow.org/exhibitions/california-suffrage
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Tim Pestotnik continues to bring home the awards winning Best in Show at the Cops and Rodders Car 

Show last month.   It is no surprise that his Packard finds its way onto the winners circle frequently.  
We have a feeling he ain't done yet. 

 

 
 

The award winning 1934 Packard 1101 Roadster.  The couple in photo appear to be Jim 
and Catherine Woolsey 

 

 
 
1932 Packard Twin Six Individual Custom Sport Phaeton in the style of Dietrich 

 
This Packard sold at the RM/Sotheby's auction in Hershey for $440,000.00 including buyer and 

seller fees. 
  

PACKARD WORLD 



San Diego Region Predictor                                                 Page 19                                 November 2015 

 

 
 
 
 

The father of the Yellow Peril has been located and was last seen in Hershey, PA . 
 

 
 

 

 
                                                                     

1911 Oldsmobile Autocrat "Yellow Peril".  Sold at auction for $698,500 including buyer 
and seller fees 

  

THE FATHER OF THE YELLOW PERIL 
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2015 Calendar of Events 
 

Listed below is the 2015 calendar of officially sponsored events by the San Diego Region of 
Packards International Motor Car Club.  Also included are National PI events sponsored by PI 
headquarters or one of its regions. You must be a member of Packards International to attend 
officially sponsored events. 

Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the 
location or setting of the tour.  

Nov 21 Wash & Shine Show at Leo Carrillo Ranch  Carlsbad  Phil Pizzuto  

Dec 13 Christmas Party at Lazy H Ranch  Valley Center Steve Ross  

Jan (2016)  1 Brunch at Hotel del Coronado  Coronado Steve Ross  

 

http://www.carrillo-ranch.org/
http://lazyhranchresort.com/
http://hoteldel.com/restaurant-coronado/

