
                                                      
 

San Diego Region Predictor page 1 November 2014 

PRESIDENT'S THOUGHTS 

I know:  Enough about the horse drawn buggy and 

what was cool but, THIS IS IMPORTANT.  In the 

musical "Oklahoma", the cowboy Curly wants to 

impress his gal with his ride so he tells her about 

his fancy rig: The Surrey with the Fringe on Top.  A 

photo similar to his rig is shown here.  Curly tells 

his gal it will be drawn by a team of snow white 

horses, the fringe is silk, the dashboard is genuine 

leather, the wheels are yellow and the upholstery is brown and people will look 

out their window as they pass by.  Curly's rig has isinglass curtains you can roll 
right down in case there's a change in the weather. 

This 1940 Packard Darrin could be 

yours for only $4,750.  This probably 

explains why most of them were sold 

to movie stars.  In 2014 dollars this 

beauty would cost $80,702.  The first 

Packard built by Darrin was for actor 

Dick Powell which Mr. Powell claimed 

was for his wife Joan Blondell.  Dick 

Powell was also Darrin's first 

customer after returning from Paris 

when Powell commissioned Darrin to 

customize his 1937 Ford sport 
phaeton.  

I wonder if this car is still in 

existence.  It would be worth a good 

bit of change if it's still around. 

 

  

 

I would say 70.447 mph was a re-

spectable speed in 1914.  The 1914 Indy 

500 was won by Rene Thomas, a 

Frenchman, driving a Delage with an 

average speed of 82.470 mph.  Rene 

finished over six minutes ahead of the 

second place car, a Peugeot driven by 

Arthur Duray, a fellow Frenchman.  

Barney Oldfield, the American legend, 

finished fifth driving a  Stutz averaging 

78.15 MPH.  The 1914 Packard stock 

sedan (photo on right) was not too far off 
the Indy pace. 
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They just don't make 'em like they used to! 

I am going to assume that this is a gold plated 

Goddess of Speed.  If not (and it's solid gold), it 

might be worth more than the Packcard it is 
mounted on. 

 

 
  

  

   

 

 

Old Pacific continues its trek 
across the USA.  This looks pretty 
shaky to me, but these guys had 

no fear.  I hope this bridge is fixed 
before we begin the journey from 

Detroit to San Francisco on the 
Henry Joy Tour next summer. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We would sincerely like to hear about your Packard.  Tell us where you got it, how long you have 
had it, who used to own it, and whatever else you believe is important.  Any form of 

communication is acceptable, hand written, typed, tape recording or we can even sit down with you 
and take notes. 
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Wash and Shine Car Show 

  

Leo Carrillo Ranch 
6200 Flying Leo Carrillo Lane, Carlsbad, CA 

Saturday, November 15 

Event starts at 10:00 am 

 
Sponsored by Packards International San Diego Region 

Special Invitation to CCCA, Pierce Arrow Society and 

Studebaker Club 

Open to all cars especially, Packard, Pierce Arrow, and 

Studebaker 

Show your car; prizes awarded 

Guided Tour of the grounds 

Lunch provided by Boston Market 

$15 per person 

RSVP: Phil Pizzuto 

hppizzuto@sbcglobal.net 

760-724-6655 

Mail payment to: 1677 Mission Meadows Drive Oceanside, CA 92057 

(Make checks payable to Packards International San Diego Region 
 

 
Leo and his brand X automobile. 1936 Lincoln? 

  

mailto:hppizzuto@sbcglobal.net
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CHRISTMAS  GALA  ANNOUNCEMENT 
Steve Ross 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 13, 2014 

I know it seems like Christmas was just last week to some of us. We are returning to the Lazy H 

Ranch & Resort in Pauma Valley where we have reserved the main dining room for our party this 

year. The “Chinese” gift exchange will be the highlight of our party. That means each person, 

who wants to participate, brings a gift valued at $25 or less. For those who may not have had this 

experience it is a lot of fun. We are serving your choice of Prime Rib of Beef, Red Snapper or a Veggie 

meal with chef's choice for dessert. This event is one our best attended so get your reservation in 

early.  No host bar and dessert is not included 
 

Number in party: ( ) X $40.00  

Menu selection: Prime Rib, Number ( ) 

Red snapper: Number ( ) 
 

Veggie: Number ( ) 
 

Time: 12:00 P.M. 
 

 

Deadline for reservation: December 10,  2014 
 

Send check made out to PI San Diego Region to Steve Ross, 16151 Fruitvale Rd., Valley Center, 

CA 92082. Questions, contact Steve at 619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net 
 

Drive your Packard and win a free beverage of your choice. 

  

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
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The story of a Bail Bondsman 

and his Packard?? 
I ran across this photo of a Packard in front of a Bail Bondman's office in San Francisco and decided 
to Google it to see if it was still in business.  What follows is what I believe to be an interesting 
story. 

 

This photo was taken in San Francisco on Kearney 
Street in the very early 1940's.  Since the Packard 

is parked in front of the bail bonds office it 
probably belongs to Mr. McDonough 

   

A bail bond agent is a person who puts forth the money 
to bail a person out of jail.  Bail bonds as a business 

started in America in 1898 by Peter McDonough and his 
brother Tom in San Francisco 

 

  
March 26, 1937:  Arms raised, District Attorney Matthew Brady today declared he was 
not indebted to the McDonough Brothers and never had business transactions with 
them. When questioned concerning the $1100 note purportedly held by Peter J. 

("Pete") McDonough, Brady declared the indebtedness was "an out and out lie." He 
seeks to question McDonough concerning the note the latter holds. 

Peter P. McDonough (1872 – 8 July 1947) was a wealthy and influential Irish-Catholic San 
Francisco bail bondsman. According to the San Francisco News and the San Francisco Chronicle, 
McDonough and his brother Tom founded the first modern Bail Bonds business in the United 
States, the system by which a person pays a percentage to a professional bondsman who puts up 

the cash as a guarantee that the person will appear in court, in 1898. 

McDonough was a product of the post-earthquake Abe Ruef days of civic corruption. During his 
years as the pre-eminent bondsmen in San Francisco, McDonough was accused of bribery, 

perjury, subornation of witnesses, tampering with judges, bootlegging, corrupting officials and 
controlling and paying off police.  A 1919 Grand Jury exonerated San Francisco District Attorney 
Charles Fickert from charges made by John B. Densmore, investigator from Washington, Director 

General of Employment, in the framing of Thomas Mooney and Warren Billings and for Fickert 
having conspired with McDonough in the freeing of wealthy defendants.  Labeled the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bail_bondsman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Francisco_Chronicle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abe_Ruef
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Fickert
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Mooney
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warren_Billings
http://foundsf.org/index.php?title=File:District_attorney_Matthew_Brady_1937_AAA-5706.jpg
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"fountainhead of corruption" by Edwin Atherton in the 1937 Atherton Report on San Francisco 
police corruption, McDonough was considered the overlord of San Francisco vice, gambling and 

prostitution. At the offices known as "the corner", located at Clay and Kearney Streets, 
McDonough, his brother Tom and nephew Harry Rice controlled the San Francisco bail bonds 

business and were friendly with numerous police, public officials, judges and the District Attorney. 

Picking up in the wake of the discredited Boss Ruef Machine, Peter McDonough and his brother 
Tom, owners of a saloon at Kearny and Clay, became the central leaders of San Francisco crime 

life in the period 1910-1941. Al Capone was quoted as saying, "the more lucrative forms of crime 
were so highly organized and well protected that outsiders couldn't break into San Francisco." 
McDonough's quiet, unobtrusive, efficient and locally-owned management of the vice trade 

included ample protection from all levels of the police department, which perhaps explains why 
the city was spared the violent gangland confrontations that plagued eastern cities. 

 

Into this void stepped the McDonough brothers, Pete gaining the moniker "King of the 
Tenderloin." After being born and raised in the Cow Hollow (now Marina) district, Pete and his 

brother Tom took over their father's bar, a landmark which had survived the May 3, 1851 fire and 
the 1906 earthquake and fire. With its close proximity to the then Hall of Justice on Montgomery, 
Pete had by 1896 developed the first ever bail bond business at "The Corner," as it was known. 

As time went on, Peter McDonough and his representatives built a powerful business by providing 
all possible services for an accused person, from posting bond to providing a lawyer. A pioneer in 

the "information services" industry that dominates late 20th century SF, McDonough developed a 
network of wireless communications with outlying police stations.  Within minutes of an arrest, 
McDonough's nephew was hailing a taxi to find a judge to sign an OR (order of release) form, and 

the client was soon free. Naturally, everyone was on the take, and McDonough was raking it in. 

During prohibition, McDonough spent eight months in the Alameda County Jail for bootlegging and 
eventually sought a pardon from President Calvin Coolidge. He was jailed again in 1938 for 

refusing to discuss police corruption before the police graft grand jury headed by Marshall Dill. 

Monday, Aug. 18, 1941  
 

  The "Old Lady of Kearny Street" went out of business last week. 
Closed was the powerful bail-bond firm of McDonough Bros., which 

had flourished for 50 years in San Francisco. The building—in the 
shadow of the Hall of Justice (police courts)—still has the cupid-
festooned ceilings, mahogany woodwork and silver spittoons of the 

days when it was a saloon.  San Franciscans believe it was the first 
bail bond firm in the U.S. It was without a doubt the most 

notorious business house in San Francisco 
 

 

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edwin_Atherton
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atherton_Report
http://foundsf.org/index.php?title=Abe_Ruef_and_the_Union_Labor_Party
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prohibition_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alameda_County,_California
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calvin_Coolidge
http://foundsf.org/index.php?title=File:Downtwn1$mcdonough-bail-bonds.jpg
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WHAT IS IT? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wanna have some fun? Identify the make, model and year (within five years) of this automobile and win a free 

pass to the Christmas party for one. 

First one to notify S. Ross with correct answer is the winner. 

 

 
The award winning Packard that never made it into production. 

131.1 MPH in the measured mile was pretty good for a car this size in the fifties.   
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Selected Shorts  
(a continuing article including short stories and articles from our members) 

By Richard Schauer 

 

 

  Karen and I recently completed an epic retirement sojourn, a cross 
country car/camping trip to Maryland and Virginia.  In 36 days we 
visited 17 states and saw both oceans.  The major reason for the trip 

was to do a bicycle ride, namely the 184.7 mile Chesapeake & Ohio 
Canal National Historical Park from Cumberland, MD to Georgetown.  

The trip went very well, and I am proud to say that after 36 days and 
nights together in close quarters my dear wife Karen is still talking to 
me!  

 
   Quite unexpectedly we bumped into Packard cars in some very 

unlikely places.  Midway through the C & O Canal ride we stopped at 
Shepherdstown, WV for the night and to get some mechanical bike 
issues fixed.  We walked our bikes across the Potomac River to the 

Bavarian Inn, a very classy German style lodge on a bluff over the 
river.  It had been a long day’s ride and we looked like heck as we 

wheeled our bikes up the hill and into the parking lot.  Lo and 
behold we were surprised to see no less than three dozen 
bronze era cars splayed out in front of us.  Our bike problems 

forgotten we walked around to admire the fine old cars, which 
included two Packard cars!  I sidled up to some of the old boys 

(and girls) who were obvious owners, chit-chatting as we are 
want to do.  I expressed my great admiration for their cars, 

which were in excellent condition, and asked if any of them 
owned either of the Packard cars.  Nope, but the fellows are 
around somewhere, they said.   

 
What club is this, I inquired.  Reply: FARTS.  Well, I 

thought they were pulling my leg big time, so I played 
along saying yep, I, too, am an old fart.  No, no, they 
said, and they pointed to a banner: Friends of Ancient 

Road Transportation..…FARTS!  They are an east coast car 
club, somewhat elite, membership by invitation only, 

comprised mostly of Ivy League school graduates and 
professionals, all retired from the look of it.  Karen and I 
had stumbled quite literally into their fall tour.  And boy 

do they drive their cars!  On a typical day they put 100 
miles or more on their pre-1913 cars. Cars had 

been trailered from as far as Michigan for the 
event.  In addition to the Packards there were 
Cadillacs, RR, Pierce-Arrow, Simplex, and an 

Under Slung!  Please see the attached photos.  
Anyone recognize the model of the Packard 

cars?  One was 1913 for sure…cannot be certain 
of the other.   
 

 
On the way back home we stopped at 

Tombstone, AZ to visit the town “too tough to 
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die”.  At a shop outside the famous Boot Hill cemetery there was a poor old beat up 1939 
standard 8 Henney hearse.  Talk about an attention getter!  I walked inside to inquire about the 

car, finding a lone shop attendant, a very nice older lady who has been there for nine years.  She 
said the shop owner was not there that day, but he is not the slightest interested in selling the 

car, which has not run since she has been working there (and probably for many years prior to 
that judging by the look of it).  The owner loves the business the Packard brings to the store and 
does not wish to part with it.  Attached are some photos.  The hand painted advertisements on 

the Packard no doubt contribute to its attractiveness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor note;  The F.A.R.T club Friends of Ancient Road Transportation has a website.  Just google  
Friends of Ancient Road Transportation  
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PICK AN EVENT 
How would you like to choose an outing, tour, or an event for our region of Packards 
International??  Sounds like one hell of an idea to me.  All you have to do is go to your e-mail and 
enter inewsx@sbcglobal.net and say "I would like to do this:"______________.  Hit send and 

you are done.  What could be easier?  No survey to fill out or other difficult, challenging task to 
perform.  You may enter more than one desire if you want.  For those of you who do not e-mail, it 

gets really hard.  You will either have to call 619-508-3925 or mail a letter to 16151 Fruitvale 
Road, Valley Center, Ca 92082 CA.  You may rest assurred that your Board will do what ever it 
takes within their power to fullfill your dream so long as it is legal, or pretty close.  Your idenity 

can be concealed if you want. 

To assist in this effort below are some ideas of past fun events we have had BUT, please feel free 
to think "outside the box"  and think of a far-out event.    

                   

Museum tour    Road trip  Dining out  Wine Country Tour 

An Overnighter    Del Coronado Brunch 

 

   

 Car Show/Charity event      Picnic in the Park 

We are looking forward to hearing from all you great packard drivers 
and owners out there! 

   

http://www.flickr.com/photos/andysancestors/5529771480/in/set-72157623107621934/
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Packard leaves 
Philadelphia a 100 

year old Legacy 

 

 

Although the Packard Motor Car Company passed into the history 
books more than fifty years ago, the name still lives on at the 

Packard Motor Car Building, located at 317 North Broad Street in 
Philadelphia. You won't find Clipper and Caribbean models on 
display, but a visit to this historic location is a treat to any Packard 

fan. 

Designed by the famed Detroit industrial architect Albert Kahn, 
who also designed the Packard factory on East Grand Boulevard in 

Detroit, as well as the Packard Proving Grounds in nearby Utica, 
Michigan, the building was built in 1910 as an assembly plant and 
factory showroom. The seven story structure is a steel frame, 

reinforced concrete masterpiece that is clad in terra cotta exterior 
ornamentation befitting a palace built by one of the top luxury car 

manufacturers of the day. 

Inside, the two-story lobby has been restored to look like it did 
back in 1910 and is quite lavish in its decor.  From the 

chandeliers, to the ornate cast plaster ceilings, to the mahogany 
paneling and woodwork, you can still imagine a wealthy customer sitting down to order a custom 
bodied town car or a merchant such as John Wanamaker's department store, purchasing another 

Packard truck for the delivery fleet.  Upon its completion, it served as the cornerstone of a motor 
car business corridor that developed along North Broad street and put Philadelphia on the map as 

a hub of automobile manufacturing a hundred years ago. 

Today, the building is a luxury apartment building and is listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places.  So the next time you're in Center City, take a three block walk north of city hall and visit 

the Packard Building, where Philadelphia automotive history was made. The combination of large 
glass windows and terra cotta ornamentation make the front facade very elegant, befitting the 
Packard luxury car image. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Packard
http://www.reinholdresidential.com/packard/
http://www.examiner.com/topic/packard
http://architect.architecture.sk/albert-kahn-architect/albert-kahn-architect.php
http://www.institutionalgreen.org/packard/index.html
http://shelbyhistory.tripod.com/id14.html
http://www.arch.state.pa.us/pdfs/H001441_01B.pdf
http://www.arch.state.pa.us/pdfs/H001441_01B.pdf
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The lobby was once the show room for Packard Motor Cars 
 

 

These were the offices and "Closing Rooms" as I call them. 

A 525 square foot apartment (a studio I would assume) goes for $1,510 per month. 

  

http://www.examiner.com/slideshow/the-packard-building
http://www.examiner.com/slideshow/the-packard-building
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WEBMASTER'S CORNER 
by Mark Burnside 

 

In case you haven't checked it out in a while, here's a quick review of our own SD Region's website: 

http://www.PackardSanDiego.com.  It has LOTS of valuable information that any member will find useful on 

frequent occasion.  To access it, click on the blue text in the previous sentence and VOILA! you're there.  

Alternatively, you can type the in text PackardSanDiego.com into your browser.  Here's what you'll find 

when you get there:  On each page along the left column is the list of menu items to select any of the 

following pages of Packard-related information: 

 

Home Page:  This is the "landing page" whenever the site is accessed.  Note the lower 

left corner of this page always contains current information on the next upcoming region 

event.  It is currently showing the Wash & Shine Car Show at Leo Carrillo Ranch on 

November 15th as our next club activity. 

 

About Our Region:  A brief introduction to our region and what we do 

 

 

 

 

2014 Calendar:  Our calendar of events for remainder of the year.  It will be updated in 

January to include the Region's 2015 activities calendar. 

 

 

 

Newsletter Back-Issues:  Here you can download and/or view up to 24 months of 

back-issues of our Regional Newsletter, The Predictor.  In fairness to our dues-paying 

members, each new issue of the Predictor is uploaded to this page one month after it is 

emailed to the membership. 

 

Membership:  Information on joining Packards International Motor Car Club.  Note that 

you MUST be a member in good standing with the Packards International national 

organization before you can join the San Diego Region. 

 

 

Project Parts:  A catalog and price list of parts that we sell to augment our dues 

income.  Paul Santy is in charge of this effort and does a superb job of ordering items, 

maintaining the inventory, and shipping parts out promptly after receiving the order.  

Paul sell parts via our website advertising as well as on Ebay.  Please support the Region 

by ordering parts from Paul whenever possible. 

 

Member Car Photos:  On this page are photos of our members' Packards.  Our region 

has 66 members who own a total of 107 Packards, but we only have photos on this page 

of 46 Packards which are owned by 33 members. If your Packard isn't pictured here, 

please email one or two favorite pictures of your Packard to Mark Burnside and they will 

be included on the page.  If your Packard is pictured, but you would like to update the 

photo, please feel free to email new photo(s). 

 

Packards for Sale:  This is a link to Packards listed for sale on the PI national website 

(PackardsInternational.com). 

 

 

  

http://www.packardsandiego.com/
mailto:markburnside@cox.net
www.packardsInternational.com
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Vendor Referral List:  Here you will find referrals by SD Region members to businesses 

that have provided parts or services to our members which they in turn are willing to 

recommend to others.  Please feel free to use these vendors when purchasing goods or 

services for your Packard.  If you have encountered a vendor that should be on the list, 

but isn't, please email name, contact info and a description of the good or service 

provided along with your comments about their quality to Mark Burnside. 

 

Links:  A list of links that Packard owners may find interesting and useful.  Included are 

links to restoration firms, parts companies, museums, Packards for sale, and other classic 

car clubs. 

 

 

FAQs:  Answers to frequently asked questions about our Region and events. 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us:  Contact information for members of the SD Region Board of Directors. 

 

 

 

 

And that should do it: Everything you need to know about using the SD Region website.  Questions or 

suggestions for the site?  Call or email me at: 619-322-9340 or markburnside@cox.net.  See you on the 'net. 

  

mailto:markburnside@cox.net
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2014 Activities Calendar 
Listed below are the remaining 2014 tours and events officially sponsored by the San Diego 
Region of Packards International Motor Car Club. Also included are National PI events 
sponsored by PI headquarters or one of its regions. You must be a member of Packards 
International to attend the events listed. 

 
Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the 
location or setting of the tour. 
 

Month Date Event Description Location Tour Director(s) 

November 15 Wash & Shine Car Show at Leo Carillo Ranch  Carlsbad Phil Pizzuto  

December 13 San Diego Region Christmas Party @ Lazy H  Pauma Valley  Steve Ross  

Jan (2015) 1 Brunch at Hotel Del Coronado  Coronado Steve Ross  

 

http://www.carrillo-ranch.org/
http://lazyhranchresort.com/
http://www.hoteldel.com/crown-room.aspx

