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    PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 

Steve Ross 
 

The Three Million Dollar Packard.  Does this 1934 Packard Boattail Roadster 
appeal to you Packard lovers?  I think it does to most of us, or at least it is 
worth a second look. I submit that if you own a Packard, you have the same 
Packard as this one.  Your Packard was built with the 
same mechanical specifications, same 
engine and chassis as this 
beauty.  Your Packard was 
built using the same steel, 
aluminum, iron and was 
assembled by the same 
master mechanics and  
engineers as this three 
million dollar beauty 
with the lion. The major 
difference is that yours 
may be wearing a 
different dress and has not 
just returned from a major 
face lift.  The mechanical 
beauty we see here has not been to any 
rodeo, whereas your Packard has.  Most of our 
Packards have been to more than one rodeo, and did not get there in a trailer 
like many of the other rodeo participants did.  I don’t see this Packard going to 
any rodeo (perhaps a cotillion?)  This automobile will most likely never go on a 
tour, a run to Borrego Springs or a rallye.  She will remain in the aircondidioned 
chamber with this "mounted" lion.  One could say neither will ever run free with 
the Elands again, like your Packard does with every San Diego Region event! 
 
The Packard shown here belongs to General William Lyon and is a part of his 
eclectic collection of Packards and other significant automobiles.  If you have 
not been to the Lyon Collection do not miss the next opportunity you may have.  
Visits are by invitation only. 

 
Our next run is to the 
desert of Borrego Springs 
 where you may see Elands 
and other animals that do 
not run anymore but are 
fascinating to look at.  The 
desert flowers will be in full 
bloom  See ya all there! 
 

REMEMBER OUR MOTTO: 
 

DRIVE YOUR PACKARD 
 AND 

IF YOU AIN’T HAVIN' FUN, 
 YOU AIN’T DOIN' IT RIGHT! 
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SD REGION PACKARDS IN THE HEADLINES 
 

Two Packards from the San Diego Region (that’s us) won some top honors (nothing unusual about that) at 
the Packards International Membership Meet held up the road in Orange, CA on February 15 - 17, 2013. 
 

            
Richard Walworth and his 1931 “833” 5-Passenger Coupe joined by his son who is a partner in the 
restoration process.  The 31 Coupe was accepted into the Circle of Champions.  The circle of Champions 
requires a score of 222 out of a possible 250 points and this Packard earned 240 points.  And, that’s not 
all:  It was also awarded third place in the Pre-War Closed Senior division. 
 

  
Larry & Arvilla Johnson’s 1949 “2262-9” Deluxe Eight Sedan.  We got there early to catch Larry prepping 
this beauty for the show.  Yes it is the same car.  It is amazing how the light can change the appearance 
of a color.  Picture on left was taken in the afternoon and picture on right was shot early in the morning.  
Larry’s Packard earned 212.5 points and was awarded second place in the Post-War Closed. Since this is 
the Fiftieth Anniversary for this model, there were a number of 1949 Packards in attendance and 
competition was tough.   
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR WINNERS AND THEIR STUNNING PACKARDS! 
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AND IN THE BEGINNING 
 
 

 
 
The forerunner of the 1949 Packard the 1909 Packard Model F.  This puppy pumped out 30 HP from a 267 
Cubic Inch Four Cylinder engine and all this at only 650 RPM.  This model has a rear door for entry.  I 
have been told that this was called the Mother-in-Law door.  The following was taken from a man praising 
the virtues of the Packard. "For extremely good high-speed performance," said Howard. "It's the sort of 
thing you can drive extremely comfortably at 55 MPH all day. When you get in it and go for a ride, it's a 
real Henry Joy."  Please spare me, 55 miles per hour in this buggy all day!  I would be thrilled to meet the 
man or woman that went that fast in this automobile, even if it is a Packard.  This Packard could be yours 
in 1909 at the base price of $3,200.  Options could push it to about $4,000.00.  At $3,200 it still cost 
more than a new home and it was $1,000 less than the previous year's model.  In 2013 dollars that would 
be $80,543.67, thank you or about the same as it would cost today.  Amazing isn’t? 
 
This early Packard won Best Sport Motif Pre-War at last month's PI Membership Meet.  It made several 
laps of the judging area late Saturday morning.  Did you see it? 
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EYE CANDY FOR THE (OLD) CAR FOLKS 
  
For your enjoyment, a few of the Packards and other Automobiles we saw at the annual Packards 
International Membership meet.  Most of these cars were viewed Friday at the General Lyon's private tour.  
Since we are all Packard-smart there will be no caption for the Packards. 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

How many of these can you identify as to year and model? 
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SAN DIEGO REGION PACKARDS AT THE NATIONAL MEMBERSHIP MEET 

 
Of the 63 Packards in attendance at the Membership Meet, four were from our own San Diego Region. Thank you 
Richard, Steve, Larry, and Mark for investing the time to register for the meet, prepare your cars, drive them to 
Orange, and do our Region proud. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Richard Walworth's perfectly restored 1931 5-Passenger 
Coupe.  This beauty took 3rd place in Pre-War Closed Senior 
Class with 240 points as well as making Circle of Champions. 

POTSDROPI Steve Ross and wife Carol had 
their 1939 Super Touring Sedan on display.  
Also known as The Yellow Peril, she will be 
participating in the Lincoln Highway 
Association tour to Kearny, NB on June 21 - 
30 of this year. 

Larry and Arvilla Johnson's fabulous 1949 
Deluxe 8 sedan took second place in Pre-
War Closed with 212.5 points.  Larry 
painstakingly restored this beauty himself 
in his garage in Campo.  

Webmaster Mark Burnside and Sydney Kirkland 
brought Miss Daisy, their 1949 Seven-Passenger 
Limousine, to the meet for display.  She will be 
accompanying the Yellow Peril on the Lincoln 
Highway tour in June. 
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Now let’s go back look at some of the other automobiles we saw 
at the Lyon Collection on Friday 

 

 
1935 Duesenberg. This is the last Duesenberg built 

 

 
1939 Mercedes-Benz 770K Cabriolet; the only one ever built.  It was built for 

the Shah of Iran but never delivered.  In 1945, the Russian Army confiscated it.  
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This is a 1931 Isotta Fraschini Type 8A.  Cabroilet.  It is parked next to a 
Mercedes-Benz 770K, sort of the Axis corner I guess. 
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HISTORIC LINCOLN HIGHWAY TOUR 

June 21 –June 30 
Steve Ross 

 

 
The original path of the Lincoln Highway route.  Original name of this road was the Overland Trail 

 
The Lincoln Highway Party continues to prepare for the journey. Ever attempting to find that one stone 
that will surely be left un-turned.  Even the faintest unfamiliar sound emitting from engine or running gear 
brings that suspicious feeling: “Is this it? Is that the thing that is going out and will cost a fortune to fix? 
What if this Packard doesn’t make it? What will I drive? What will I do?"  Then I remember that this is part 
of the adventure, this is what it’s all about.  I know it is a stretch but, it’s sorta like the first wagon that 
headed west from Jamesport, Missouri. In 1849.  Besides, the Yellow Peril is never going to get into the 
"Circle of Champions."  We are going for the circle of "We’ve Been There." The Yellow Peril has decided to 
barf oil into the # 8 cylinder.  Now what is up with that?  The car seems to run just fine with that so we 
shall move on the next toad in the road. 
 

 

  
 

Yellow Peril getting an EKG verifying that power is getting to the rear wheels.  The results were 
positive so we know all is right with the world in that area.   
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I have a cream can; in fact I have two.  But I can’t seem to find a way to fit it on my running board. That 
feature must have been removed by 1939.  It looks like ole Henry B. Joy is texting on his cell phone, but I 
think he is working on his pipe or cigar.  They departed May 27, 1915 with 5000 pounds of food, water, 
camping gear and a tool kit with some spare parts.  At stopping points where there were supplies they got 
five extra gallons of gas and two gallons of oil.  A supply of scotch and cigars were also included.  I plan to 
follow this tradition to a tee! 
 

 
 

Our hero, Henry B. in Big Springs Nebraska June 6, 1915.  Note the cream/milk can is no longer 
shiny and the Packard has chains on which don’t appear to be helping much.  Three fourths of 
the distance was made in low gear often at the rate of 35 to 70 miles per DAY.  
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The guys who pulled H.B.J. out of the mud.  Joy reported "He pulled us out for $3.00 and a 
drink of whisky.  A half mile down the road we had to subsidize him again to pull us out of a dry 
wash."  In today's dollars, that would be $68.70. 
 
If you have read this far, have you wondered where they carried the two and a half tons of supplies 
necessary for the trip?  I have.  They weren’t pulling a trailer and I don’t believe that they had room in the 
Twin six for that much gear.  So, did they have another Packard or truck following them, or a team of 
horses maybe?  If anyone has an idea let us know.  I will continue to look when I am not preparing for the 
trip.  I do know that they ate a lot of bacon.  A lot of the cooking was done with a sage brush fire in the 
far west.  This trip appeared to be relatively smooth sailing until they hit Indiana.  Victor Eubanks wrote in 
1915 that "we were motorists as far west as Chicago and then we became pioneers."   
 

This was not H.B Joy's first time west in an 
automobile.  In 1913 Joy and F.H. Trego the engineer 
of the Lincoln Highway Association would drive a 
Packard “48” from Detroit to San Francisco.  Joy drove 
all the way, and they kept copious notes of the 
conditions and roads. 
 
The Packard Model “48” 
 
 

                    
 

http://www.conceptcarz.com/view/photo/415902,16272/1914-Packard-4-48_photo.aspx�
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PACKARD AND AMERICAN HISTORY 
 

Packard played an important role in both WWI and 
WWII. Among those contributions were the U.S. Navy PT 
Boats used so successfully in WWII with the most 
famous PT Boat being PT 109 commanded by LTJG John 
F Kennedy (Later President John F. Kennedy).  As you 
may recall Kennedy’s boat   was sunk on August 2, 1943 
in the Solomon Islands after being rammed by a 
Japanese  Destroyer at around 2:30 A.M.  Two sailors 
were killed and two seriously injured but they survived.  
LTJG Kennedy suffered a back injury which bothered him 
for the rest of his life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   LTJG John F. Kennedy                      PT-109 Crew 
These photos were most likely taken on Tulagi Island where the PT-109 was based.  LTJG Kennedy arrived 
on Tulagi in February and was sunk in August of the same year.  Five months of duty was probably 
common for these small but fast, well armed wooden boats.  Made of plywood and mahogany 
construction, a PT is light yet strong, lightly armored yet strongly armed. Its draft is seldom over 6 feet 
thus enabling it to maneuver in shallow water. 
 
The PT Boats were powered by Packard V-12 Marine Engines.  The engines were developed for use in 
aircraft and later adapted to marine use.  The engines had been very successful in racing and were at the 
forefront of techonoly.  The PT-109 was powered by three Packard engines each developing 1500 horse- 
power, each driving its own propeller.  These Packard engines could push the 56 ton PT Boat up to a 
speed of 41 knots. 

 
The wreckage of PT-109 was discovered in 

May of 2002.  
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Packard’s Master Service Salesman Creed 
by Brian Wagner 

 
Today, it seems to be all about replacing humans with electrons. Banks 
want you to bank on-line; airlines want you to check in at a kiosk, and 
it is impossible to get a live person on the phone for customer service. 
Human interaction is done through a three-inch video screen and not 
face-to-face. They are now even phasing out cursive writing in schools. 
 
 
Which is probably one of the reasons we gravitate toward our Packards. 
We remember what customer service use to be like and when 
communication was more than 144 characters. To remind us of what 
those days were like, here are some excerpts from Packard’s Master 
Service Salesman Creed:  

 
“First of all, I realize that to the car owner, 
I am the Packard Motor Company and will 
endeavor to act accordingly. I know how 
everyone wants immediate service today. 
They simply will not stand for the slightest 
delay. They want to be able to sit in their 
cars and have a service salesman literally 
run to them with a pleasant greeting. So I 
am going to try to wait on my customers 
the minute I see them come in the door, 
just as if their order was going to be worth 
a million dollars. Then I will wait on them 
just as if each owner was the one and only 
person I had been looking for, and as if 
servicing their particular car was the only 
thing the entire organization had on its 
mind for that day. And it does not cost me anymore; in fact, it is a lot more fun than doing a 
slouchy, inattentive job which satisfies neither the customer nor myself. 
 

 
“If I can’t wait on my customers this way because 
I am waiting on another person, or talking on the 
phone, I am always going to recognize them with 
a wave of the hand or a pleasant word and assure 
them of my attention just as quickly as possible. 
And if time drags on, I will reassure them of my 
anxiety to wait on them.  
 
“I will always try to see the Owner’s point of 
view, and to realize that it is never a pleasant job 
for a car owner to come to the service station and 
give us the use of his car even for a short time. I 
will appreciate how the owner feels who is forced 
to bring his car to the service station because of 
some trouble, and perhaps when he needs his car 
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the most. And I will try to serve him just as I would like to have a service man serve me. If 
possible, I will loan him a car if his needs were urgent. I would at least have driven him to 
his destination and would deliver his car to him when it was fixed.  
 
“I am going to treat the owner of an old car with as much respect, and with even more 
interested attention, if possible, than a new owner because the day will come soon when we 
should be able to count on this man to buy a new car, provided he has been satisfied with 
his car and the service attention I have given him. 

 
 “I am going to personally see to 
it that every mechanical case is 
diagnosed correctly, and I will 
write no order or make no 
statement until I am sure what is 
needed, and make no wild 
guesses to cause me grief later 
and shake my customer’s 
confidence in me.  
“When the job is done, I am going 
to consider my most important 
duty is still undone until I have 
assured myself the car is just as 
the owner expected it to be. 

 
“I am going to see that my 
customer’s cars leave the 
place cleaner than when they 
came in, if possible, with 
motors washed after a major 
motor repair job, and the car 
cleaned if it has become 
soiled or finger marked.  
 
“Above all, I am going to 
personally see that the bills 
are correct and 
understandable, and that the 
owner has a clear explanation 
of just what work was 
necessary and what they are 
for each operation. I will be 
particularly careful about 
charges for little jobs and for work done while the owner waits. Better to undercharge than 
overcharge. Often a small job at no charge will create much goodwill.  
 
“I will be scrupulously careful to thank our customers and express appreciation for their 
business. I am going to say too little rather than too much. A wise service man is a good 
listener and a very careful talker. I am going to try to have all my owners satisfied with their 
cars, our service and me. I say ‘me’ because I want to personalize our service and make our 
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customers feel they have a real friend to look after their service needs and someone 
personally interested in their car. This will make them want to come back, and it will make 
my job a lot easier and more pleasant. I will keep a definite and close contact with every 
one of my customers. 
 
“I will do all I can to create a feeling of confidence and goodwill toward the Packard 
Company, the Packard car and Packard service everywhere. I am going to see that my 
service station is kept scrupulously clean and I am always going to be neat and clean in my 
personal appearances. 
 
“If our mechanics can fix the cars properly, and if our service salesman will sell service 
intelligently, then our owners are going to be enthusiastic about their Packards. And if that 
is so, than they are going to be our best salesman. This is my Creed - It is what I believe 
about my work. I am going to work to make every Packard Owner a Salesman.” 
 
Imagine how strong our economy would be it this caliber of customer treatment was the norm 
and how much better our lives would be. 
 
 
 

WINE TASTING TOUR of TEMECULA, April 20, 2013 
By Richard Schauer and Ron Steffey 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE!!! 
 
 
Back by popular demand for a third year, 
once again Ron and Cherrie Steffey 
welcome the San Diego Region to a day of 
festivities, namely a welcome party at their 
lovely home near Pala, and then a tour of 
the excellent wine country of Temecula.  
Ron and Cherrie have a fine automobile 
collection, to which members who attended 
the event in past years can attest.  This is 
always a popular tour so get it on your 
calendar now.  This is a very beautiful, fun 
drive for both you and your Packard.  
Lunch will be enjoyed at one of the fine 
wineries. 

 
A flier will be coming out the week.   
 
 

See you there!!!! 
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2013 Activities Calendar 

Listed below are all tours and events officially sponsored by the San Diego Region of Packards 
International Motor Car Club for 2013. Also included are National PI events sponsored by PI headquarters 
or one of its regions. You must be a member of Packards International to attend the events listed. 
 
Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the location or 
setting of the tour.  
 
   

Month Date Event Description Location Tour Director 
March 16-17 Desert Flower Overnight Driving Tour Borrego Springs Steve Ross 

April 20 Wine Tasting Temecula Ron Steffey 

May 18 March Field Air Museum March AFB Steve Ross 

June 14 
15 

21-30 

Packard Night @ Escondido's Cruisin' Grand 
Wooden Boat Festival @ San Diego Yacht Club 
2013 Lincoln Highway 100th Anniversary Tour to 
Kearney, Nebraska 

Escondido 
San Diego 

San Francisco 
to Kearney, NB 

Mark Burnside 
Marjo Miller 

Lincoln Highway 
Association 

July 7 Cops & Rodders Car Show @ Liberty Station San Diego Scott Napora 

August 25 Picnic - Balboa Park San Diego Scott Napora 

September 15 Outreach Tour (details TBA) San Diego Richard Schauer 

October 5-6 
13 

23-26 

Fall Colors Overnight Driving Tour 
SoCal Region Grand Salon 
PI National Driving Tour 

Idyllwild 
Newport Beach 

Arizona 

Richard Schauer 
PI SoCal Region  

PI Arizona Region 

November 9 Mercedes Benz Classic Center Irvine Steve Ross 

December 7 Christmas Party @ Lazy H Ranch Valley Center Steve Ross 

Jan (2014) 1 Brunch at Hotel del Coronado San Diego Steve Ross 

 
  

http://www.borregospringschamber.com/desertflowers.html�
http://www.temeculawines.org/�
http://www.marchfield.org/�
http://cruisingrand.com/�
http://cruisingrand.com/�
http://cruisingrand.com/�
http://www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org/tour/2013/�
http://www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org/tour/2013/�
http://www.sdpolicemuseum.com/EVENTS.html�
http://www.balboapark.org/parkpass�
http://www.idyllwild.com/�
http://www.idyllwild.com/�
http://www.idyllwild.com/�
http://www.packardsofaz.org/�
http://www.mbusa.com/mercedes/enthusiast/classic_center�
http://www.lazyhranchresort.com/�
http://www.hoteldel.com/?_vsrefdom=KSLDC-ppc&gclid=COqz_tW0-LQCFSXZQgod7mIA3Q�
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Webmaster's Corner 
by Mark Burnside 

 
You probably saw that funny box of random square dots on Page One of this Predictor and wondered what 
the heck it is.  Well folks, we have just adopted the newest, latest, and greatest piece of internet 
technology right here in our own Region. 

 
 

Above is the QR Code for www.PackardSanDiego.com 
 

WHAT IS A QR CODE? 
 

According to Wikipedia: "QR code (abbreviated from Quick Response Code) is the trademark for a type of 
matrix barcode (or two-dimensional bar code) first designed for the automotive industry in Japan. Bar 
codes are optical machine-readable labels attached to items that record information related to the item. It 
was initially patented; however, its patent holder has chosen not to exercise those rights. Recently, the 
QR Code system has become popular outside the automotive industry due to its fast readability and 
greater storage capacity compared to standard UPC barcodes. The code consists of black modules (square 
dots) arranged in a square grid on a white background.  
 
"QR codes storing addresses and Uniform Resource Locators (URLs) may appear in magazines, on signs, 
on buses, on business cards, or on almost any object about which users might need information. Users 
with a camera phone equipped with the correct reader application can scan the image of the QR code to 
display text, contact information, connect to a wireless network, or open a web page in the telephone's 
browser." 
 
To translate all of these words into English, that QR codes above and on page 1 contains the information 
necessary to access our website (www.PackardSanDiego.com) with your smart phone.  If you have 
downloaded QRReader, ScanLife, or a similar app to your smart phone, you can open that app on your 
phone, point the camera lens of the phone at the code above, and VOILA!, you will be taken instantly to 
our website without the need to type in any characters.  Pretty slick, huh? 
 
Below is the QR Code for accessing another Packard website.  Can you tell us which one it is?  
 

 
 

Try it, you'll like it. 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matrix_barcode�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Automotive_industry�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barcode�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barcode�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Product_Code�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform_Resource_Locator�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Camera_phone�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Software#Application_software�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wireless_LAN�

