
                                                      
 

San Diego Region Predictor page 1 July 2014 

     PRESIDENT'S THOUGHTS 

The Rhine Stone Cowboy somewhere West of 
Kansas City. 

 The trip from Valley Center, CA to Missouri and 
back was fun, interesting and enlightening.  The 

most fun part was driving the Pikes Peak road 
which is also the race track for the Pikes Peak Hill 

Climb and the second oldest race track in the USA 
as well as the world’s highest raceway.  I can lay 
claim that I have driven on two of the world's 

famous raceways and ridden around one in a 
school bus.  I drove the streets of Monaco a few 

years ago which is the site of the Monaco Formula 1 race and I rode a 
school bus around the Indy speedway.  We attained a speed of just over 
45 MPH.  It was breathtaking 

  Two of the 156 turns on the way to the 
summit. 

      

As the photos indicate, a mistake can be most unpleasant.  This trip did 
provide the opportunity to compare a sevent- five year old Packard to a 

2014 automobile on a 5,000 mile road trip over some of the Lincoln 
Highway.  Buttercup and Coco definitely have their distinctive traits.  I 
thought for a long time about how to describe the comparison and the 

“feel” of the experience.  I decided to ask my sister Marilyn, the 
Navigator on both trips, how she would describe the experience.  She 

thought for about a minute and then said ”the Packard is more fun”.   
Wow what a simple way to put it and she was right, the Packard was 
more fun. At speed (60 mph) on a good road Buttercup and Coco are a 

pleasure to drive; both are comfortable and quiet.  With the Packard you 
are more a part of what is going on.  There is no assistance of any kind 

and you can hear everything both pleasant and unpleasant as in what 
was that noise?  Whatever it was it went away; I wonder if it will come 
back?  There are few if any distractions from the Packard and if there is 

one it probably needs immediate attention. 
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Driving the 2014 automobile one is hurdling down the road at 70 or 80 MPH in a pretty much 
sound proof tube with air conditioning going, radio, the GPS talking to you with road and traffic 

conditions ahead, warning lights and a ding ding if a car is close to you on either side, a message 
on the speedometer and a ding ding telling you to stop for coffee and an irritating vibration in the 

steering wheel if you venture to close to the center line.  Just think if that guy had not invented 
the center line this feature would not have been required.  If the cell phone is on you are also 

receiving phone calls and text messages!  All this begs the question, are all these features helpful 
or a distraction?  One sure feature is you can see a lot more at 60 mph than you can at 80 mph.  
Fuel mileage is 42 mpg versus 11 mpg. Guess which automobile gets 11 mpg. 

Marilyn’s job of map reading and navigating was eliminated.  This eliminated a huge topic of 

conversation.  In fact there is not much to do but sit and watch the journey unfold on the GPS 
screen.  We have not fully analyzed the reasons of why there was more conversation in the 

Packard than in Coco.  My opinion is we were listening to the car.  Conclusion is if you want to 
have fun drive the Packard, if you want to get somewhere fast and maybe have a little fun drive 
the late model automobile.     

     

1957 Clipper seen at car show at the Mercedes Benz dealer in Mission Kansas. Owned by Rod 

Booth of Lenexa Kansas.  The other Packard is a 1937 Super Eight convertible sedan at a car 
museum in Shawnee Kansas.    

    

Tom Mix’s 1934 Packard Convertible Sedan at the Pioneer Museum in Murdo, SD.  The car has 
been there for several years.  Tom liked fast cars and liked to drive them fast.  He was killed in 

1940 while driving a 1937 Cord 812 Phaeton at around 80 MPH. 
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 I never heard Tom Mix on the radio and as far as I know I never saw one 
of his movies.   

 

Tom Mix and his Cord before his crash and the Cord after his crash 

 

               

The Tom Mix Cord after restoration 
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o  

The 1927 Jordon depicted in the somewhere West of Laramie Ad 

 

 



San Diego Region Predictor P a g e 5 J u l y  2 0 1 4  

Cruisin’ Grand 2014 
By Richard Schauer 

 
 

 
 

Tom O'Hara's 1934 Convertible Sedan ready for the parade down Grand Avenue 
 
How fittingly named it was, as it was a grand event indeed.  Our thanks go to Mark Burnside as 

always for going above and beyond the call of duty to set up the event(s) and make sure 
everything came off “swimmingly”, which it did...well almost.  

 

 
How long is this parade??  As you can see we have Packards and Pierce-Arrows. 

 

I occasionally hear talk that the gala summer event is growing stale, ho-hum, the same old stuff.  
I beg to differ with that point of view.  As in everything in life one gets out of something what one 

puts into it.  Low expectation yields low results.  For me the event is extremely enjoyable and 
satisfying, bringing new things and surprises each year, providing excellent opportunities for 
members to interact (when you think about it we really see each other very seldom throughout 

the year), a chance to get better acquainted with the fine members of the Pierce Arrow Club, and 
all this while displaying our exquisite iron and steel for the general public to appreciate.  If all 

these things don’t fill our cup then we should ditch this hobby and take to keeping bees.   
 
Thanks to Mark’s contact we yet again this year were invited to the KUSI TV studio for the Dave 

Stall segment.  Yes, it means getting up at O-dark-thirty to drive down to the studio in Kearny 
Mesa by 6:00 a.m., but it is the summer solstice and traffic is generally light on I-15 at that time  
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Marjo Millers 48 Woodie.   Eleanor (The Blue Bomb) ready for the party after 
Has that wood been polished?   appearing on TV  

 
of the morning.  Five intrepid members took the challenge, including Mark Burnside with Ms. 

Daisy, Margo Miller with her stunning and always popular ’48 woodie, Phil Pizzuto with Eleanor 
(aka Blue Bomb, but I don’t care much for that name), Tom O’Hara appearing for the first time 
with his Coronado car show top honor winning 1934 convertible sedan, and Richard Schauer with 

his 1934 standard 8 sedan.  Dave Stall arrived around 6:15 and opened the gate, inviting us to 
bring the cars into the patio area.  Always “switched on” and going 100 miles per hour, Dave was 

a good host, inviting us into the studio for coffee while the crews made ready the film sequence 
that was to take place.  Last year the male news anchor came out to do the film clip.  This year 
his co-anchor Lisa came outside to do it.  Bubbly and effusive Lisa exclaimed loudly and non-stop 

how stunning the cars all were and bee-lined it to Margo, asking many questions about her 
Woodie, reacting with surprise and pleasure at the story that Margo found her car on eBay and it 

was a barn find!...original condition, too no less.  We were all amused watching the interaction.  
Normally Dave Stall takes charge, but even he had difficulty squeezing a word in edgewise.  Next, 
Lisa ran over to Ms. Daisy, opened the door, and jumped into the back compartment, exclaiming 

how beautiful and spacious the car was.  Poor Mark was quite surprised by all this, as we all were.  
Dave Stall quipped that Lisa loves limo’s and so Mark may be in trouble now in terms of getting 

her out…but watch out ‘cuz she’s HIGH MAINTENANCE!  Lisa of course heard every word and gave 
back as good as she got to everyone’s amusement.  

 

 
 

Ms Daisy, the object of the Anchor Ladies affection  

 
All this took place before the cameras rolled and was worth the drive down just to see it.  But now 

it was time to roll.  The camera man stepped up and commenced filming Lisa through the window 
of Mark’s car.  Her words were somewhat muffled to us standing 30’ away, adding the sound 
absorbing nature of plush Packard interiors, but I heard something about the elegance and beauty 

of classic cars and this fine limousine.  She then exited Ms. Daisy, still talking, while the camera 



San Diego Region Predictor P a g e 7 J u l y  2 0 1 4  

swept the beautiful hood ornaments for the audience.  She then walked over to Margo, where 
Dave Stall was already with her, arm over her shoulder in a comforting, supportive posture, and 

asked her to repeat her story of how she found the car, etc.  Stall teased her a little as to whether 
or not people ask if it is her husband’s car.  Margo has a wonderful screen presence (perhaps she 

missed her calling????), and the brief interview came off perfectly.  Dave Stall concluded by 
reminding folks out there of Cruisin’ Grand that evening in Escondido where these and many more 
cars can be seen.  End the segment.  It lasted perhaps 3 minutes (is that the attention span of the 

average viewer, I wonder?).  We exited and made our way to The Diner on Ruffin Road for a well 
deserved breakfast.   

 
At 2:00 members met at Jalapeno’s grill in Escondido for a pre-parade luncheon.  Nine people 
attended including Burnside, Pizzuto, and Schauer (the “usual suspects”), plus Connie and Ralph 

McNeil who once again drove all the way up from Campo, Tom O’Hara, Fred Puhn, and Gary 
Marchetti.  As a side note, Tom O and I share a similar engine performance issue with our ’34 

standard eights wherein the engine hesitates/falters under heavy load conditions, i.e. going uphill 
at higher speeds.  Tom called Jim Woolsey who as usual saved the day by advising Tom to drive 
to Escondido with the electronic fuel pump switched on all the way.  Result: Tom had no problem 

making the drive.  I must try that, too.   
 

At 4:30 cars began collecting at 3rd Street and Ivy.  Twenty two cars came out for the 
event.  Lining up once again in year sequence there were cars from 1919 through 1955.  

It was at this time the McNeil car developed a starter problem, requiring a push start to 
get the Packard going.  Ralph wisely decided to abandon the parade and display and take 

his car home.  The parade set off promptly at 5:00 with Escondido police escort.  The 
considerable crowd stopped to watch as millions of dollars of vintage Packard and Pierce 

Arrow cars proudly strolled by.  It was a fine moment.  No sooner were the cars parked 
on Broadway when the crowd flocked in to inspect the cars and ask questions.  Here I 

certainly wish to thank the many participants.  We thank Don Hull, who braved heavy 

traffic on I-5 to attend the event with his 1955.  Ralph and Connie McNeil also drive a 
long distance to display their fine 1927 phaeton.  We thank the many Pierce Arrow owners 

who once again supported the event in grand style, including Wendell Shoberg, Sean 
McNew, Billy Sandvic, Syd Harris, and Ernie Follis. 
 
```` 

 

      
Gray Wysong's award winning 1941 Touring Sedan and PI President Don Hull's 1955 
Patrician 
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Marchetti’s 1932 Cadillac V-8 Convertible Limousine and Art Wesselman's 1938 Woodie 

 
I am sorry not to mention everyone, but the photos that follow will tell the story.   

 

   
Lance Hayne's 1938 Touring Sedan and Larry Johnson's 1949 Deluxe Eight Sedan 
 

             
Tom Hamlin's 193 35 Limo          Ernie Follis's 1934 Pierce-Arrow 
 

The only other negative incident involved Mark Burnside’s Ms. Daisy, who developed a heat 
related problem with her ignition at the very end of the parade during positioning of the cars.  
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Handy as he is, Mark busted knuckles doing an emergency roadside repair, which was good 
enough to move the car into position and drive him safely home afterward, so there was no big 

loss, thank goodness.  The People’s Choice award went to Schauer’s ’34, quite an honor 
considering the outstanding competition.  Runner up was Art Wesselman with his 1938 Station 

Sedan Woodie. 
 

 
  

The parade Leader and the oldest automobile in the show is this 1919 Pierce.  The 
young gentleman is checking it out and will undoubtedly be a future Pierce or Packard 

owner.  
 
 

    
 
1923 Pierce-Arrow Limo     Syd Harris's 1930 Pierce-Arrow 
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As usual members enjoyed the courtesy booth, which featured cold water (the afternoon was very 
warm, but not too hot), mixed nuts to munch, cookies, and hot pizza from Filippi’s!  Our thanks 

go to Karen Schauer and Karl Ramsing for setting up the booth.  The entire event came off with 
only tiny glitches, as always a team effort. One of the special gifts of the Packard Club is 

everyone’s willingness to pitch in and help.  So, we sadly say goodbye to our signature annual 
event until next year.  May they keep getting better and better.   
 

  

PI and Pierce-Arrow member Shawn McNew's 1931 Pierce-Arrow Coupe 
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Once again in the winners circle and  
the People's Choice, the Schauer's 1934 Standard Eight Sedan 

 

So run this by me again officer, exactly Why was I pulled over?? 
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Heritage Square Tour, National City 

July 12, 2014 

 

 
 

Join us for a trip back into history, as the Packard Club San Diego Region tours Heritage Square.  We will park at 
the Hannah Lee Tea House at 11:00 a.m. Saturday morning, enjoy a nice lunch, and then receive a personalized 
tour of the Kimball House Museum.  All museums will be open to the club.  Afterward there is free time to shop at 
the various shops, where period costumes can be tried on and purchased including fabulous hats!  Members are 
encouraged to dress in period clothes, thus enhancing the mood and good cheer of the occasion.  Friends are 
encouraged to come along!  This promises to be a unique and memorable tour.  
 
The tour fee includes lunch at the Hannah Lee Tea House.  Seating will  be indoors or out in the garden (depending 
on weather conditions).  Guests will enjoy: 
 Homemade Soup (broccoli, cheese, or potato) 
 Assorted sandwiches 

Seasonal fresh fruit 
Freshly baked pastries 
Lemon curd, creams, scones 

 
Lunch fee (including tax and gratuity: $30/person  
RSVP is required as we must offer an attendee count to the Heritage Park staff.  Please make checks payable to: 
Packards International San Diego Region for thirty dollars, and mail them to: Richard Schauer, 2329 Cortina Circle, 
Escondido, Ca. 92029-5547  
NO LATER THAN July 4, 2014.   
 
North County participants will gather at the usual haunt, namely the Macaroni Grill parking lot at North County Fair 
Mall at 10:00, planning to depart for National City at 10:15 sharp.   
 
Hold Harmless Agreement (please read and sign) 
The undersigned desiring to enter and participate in the Packards International San Diego Region National City Heritage Square 
Tour to be held July 12, 2014 does hereby tender his/her application to participate.  If this application is accepted, the 
undersigned registrant hereby acknowledges possession of suitable vehicle insurance. Further, the registrant and his/her 
guests at said tour hereby assume liability for, and shall indemnify and hold harmless Packards International Motor Car Club 
and its regions, members, officers, directors, employees, agents, servants, invitees, and assigns from and against any and all 
liabilities arising from said event. The undersigned holds the aforementioned harmless and indemnifies them against judgments 
whatsoever arising, directly or indirectly, out of, or in connection with, participation in said event. 
 
______________________________________ 
 
_______________ __________ 
Agreed and Signed by (guardian if under 18) 
Date_________ 

http://www.waymarking.com/gallery/image.aspx?f=1&guid=1510a4a7-e99c-4bab-b5bd-d10c2264dd25
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Back by popular demand!  
 

“Picnic in the Park” 
 

 

 

In San Diego's world famous Balboa Park 
 

 

Join us again when the crown jewels of the American automotive industry return to the crown 
jewel of San Diego for our second “Picnic in the Park.” 
 

We will meet 10:00 am on Saturday, August 9th for a picnic on the grass in beautiful Balboa Park.  
Bring your Packard and your picnic lunch.  We have reserved parking in the Park and President's 

lot of the park and will be dining next to our cars.  After lunch you can enjoy a stroll on “The 
Prado”, visit one of the many museums in the park or just relax in the park.  Everyone who 
attended last year had a great time so don't miss it 

 
A reminder: Glass containers are not allowed in the park, alcohol is allowed only designated areas 

between noon and eight pm.  Where we are picnicking, alcohol is not allowed.  Packard not 
required to enjoy the picnic. For more information you can go to the park's website: 
http://www.balboapark. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Park Boulevard, turn onto President's way (westbound) take the first left turn 

into the parking lot.  We will be parked along the grass 

http://www.balboapark.org/
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Packards &Mercedes-Benz Wash, Shine and Dine 

At the Lazy H 
Steve Ross 

 

There were too many cars here to get into one photo!  That is a great problem to have.  
Note the four Packards on the left end. There are more cars around the corner on the 
right 

We believe there was a total of 25 cars at the show and four were Packards.  A Rolls Royce 
appeared for a bit and then left.    Someone said they were a member of the Mercedes-Benz Club 
so that's all I have to say about that.  Various awards were given and the Packards were judged 

by Mercedes-Benz judges and the Packard club had a representative on the judging team.  I was 
told there was a lot of discussion about which Packard would be given the judges choice award.   

 

From the left Butter Cup ('39 Super 8), Eleanor ('39, 120), Ms Daisy ('34 Touring Sedan)                                     
and Elvira ('55 Clipper Custom). 
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While the judging was going on we enjoyed snacks, drinks both adult and soft, did some tire 
kicking and discussed important issues.  Cocktails were served from the trunk of a Mercedes-Benz 

Limo that was even longer than Mark "B's" Packard Limo. There was a nice assortment of 
automobiles there to inspect and compare notes.  Shortly after noon the judges were finished with 

their difficult task of picking the winners and we retired to the Lazy H dining room for lunch.  
Prime Rib was offered for lunch and several folks opted for that.  

 

Karen and Richard Schauer, Phil Pizzuto, Mark Burnside and Marilyn Marshall of Lincoln 
Highway tour fame occupied the Packard table. 

Both Richard and Mark won a raffle prize.  Mr. Schauer won a bubble blowing device and a back 

scratcher which can be used for patting oneself on the back as well.  Mr. Burnside won a matched 
set of dueling water pistols and a glow stick. The rest of the people were not so fortunate. 

 

The judges choice for the show went to Richard Schauer's 

1934 Stand Eight Touring Sedan.  This beauty is on a roll 
winning in every show it has entered recently.  It won over 
several petty nice Classic Mercedes-Benz Automobiles.  This is 

significant as all the judges were from the Mercedes-Benz 
club!  The other Packards there were very nice--well, except 

for Buttercup.   Buttercup is a performer now and not into 
shows much.    

Phil Pizzuto and 

Mark "B" waiting 
for lunch. Phil is 
checking is portfolio 
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THE BROADMOOR 
Steve Ross 

Spenser Penrose was not only a “Dandy” he was a wealthy “Dandy”.  Born into 
a wealthy family in Philadelphia he demonstrated his lack of academic ability by 

graduating last in his class at Harvard.  Ole “Spense” started as a ladies-man 
and an adventurer who became a successful entrepreneur in the gold fields of 

nearby Cripple Creek, Colorado in the 1890's.  OK, I know what has this got to 
do with Packards or automobiles?  

On August 12, 1901, two Denver men named Yont and Felker were the first to 

drive to the top of Pikes Peak. Their trip in a two-cylinder Locomobile Steamer 
took just over nine hours and was accomplished by pushing as well as driving their motorcar. 

Spenser built a road to the top of Pikes Peak, costing $500,000.00 and charged a $2.00 fee to use 
it.  He needed publicity to get his development projects going so what better way than to have a 

race up Pikes Peak. It was success getting great media coverage.  In 1918 he opened up the 
Broadmoor Hotel on a par with the other majestic hotels of the U.S. and the world.  Spenser was 

a “car guy” and had one of the largest carriage and automobile collections in the U.S.   The Pikes 
Peak hill climb is the second oldest motorsport speedway in the U.S and the highest altitude track 
in the world.  Thousands of spectators gathered to watch the first running of the Hill Climb on 

Aug. 12, 1916. Cars competed in three categories, according to piston displacement and weight.  
Drivers included Indianapolis speedway king Barney Oldfield and future World War I fighting ace 

Eddie Rickenbacker. But 22-year-old rookie Rea Lentz of Spokane, Washington won the race 
finishing more than 10 minutes ahead of Oldfield. Lentz was not invited back 

the following year. 

“A lot of Indy car drivers were invited to that first race,” said Lisa Haight, a 
historian with the Pikes Peak Hill Climb Historical Association. “And not very 
many people were happy that Lentz won.” Perhaps the greatest story 

occurred in 1922 when Noel Bullock won driving a modified 1916 Ford Model 
T truck that he drove all the way from North Platte, NE., despite no one giving 

him much of a chance. “A lot of the other drivers made fun of his car when he 
showed up at registration at the Broadmoor Hotel Garage,” Campbell said. 
“They were all driving top cars like Packard, Ford, Hudson, Mercer and 

Essex.” 

An original copy of the sterling silver Penrose Trophy is on display in the Carriage Museum, 
located across the street from The Broadmoor. Another larger sterling silver trophy standing 

nearly four feet and weighing 120 pound is also on display in the museum and has the names of 
each winner from 1916.  

      

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cripple_Creek
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Penrose, known to his friends as “Spec,” fielded a race 
team from 1922 to 1932, before passing from cancer in 

1939. His “Broadmoor Special” car, also on display at 
the carriage Museum, was a modified 1918 Pierce 

Arrow 7-passenger touring vehicle nicknamed “Yellow 
Devil.” It raced for eight years and was driven by Harry 
McMillan and Angelo Cimino. The 150-horse power 

engine had a top speed of 90 mph.  “Mr. Penrose had a 
very competitive spirit and was very professional in 

how he went about assembling a race team,” Campbell 
said. “He never finished higher than fourth place any of 
the years he put together a team, but the fact that he 

finished every year was amazing. 

The first Pikes Peak Champion was 22-year old Rea 
Lentz from Washington. He drove a Romano Demon 

Special powered by an airplane engine (a Curtis) 
developing 125 HP, which was the smallest car entered 

and he was the youngest driver. His time was 20 
minutes, 55.6 seconds winning $2,000 for his efforts.  

After his win, he was never heard from again by 
anyone associated with the race.  A search of racing 

records indicates this was the only race Mr. Lentz ever 
ran. 

Among those entered in that first-ever event was crowd-pleaser 
Barney Oldfield. He drove a big Delage, and while he did not 
distinguish himself among the top drivers, spectators came to 

watch this famous man attack the Peak. Eddie Rickenbacker, later 
to become famous as a World War I flying ace, was also 

registered to drive. Duesenberg automobiles were driven, as were 
Cadillacs, Hudsons and a Stutz. Entry fees were $25 to $50, 
depending on the event. Packard and Marmon also participated in 

the race without success.  From what I can glean Packard came in 
eleventh one time.   

First Prizes ranged from $500 to $2,000 cash, again depending upon which event the driver 
entered. To further encourage competition Penrose offered a 43-inch trophy covered in Colorado 

silver and gold, valued at $10,000. The winners could keep the 
trophy for a year. 

The current record holder is French racing ace and 9-time World 
Rally Champion, Sébastien Loeb.  He absolutely blitzed the field in 

his 875-hp Peugeot 208 T16 during the 2013 Pikes Peak Hill 
Climb. Racing in the ‘Unlimited’ category, Loeb shattered the 

existing record with a time of 8 minutes 13 seconds – or more 
than 1 minute 30 seconds faster than the previous best 

 
My time on this track was not even as good as the 1916 winner.  

It is a course one does not want to make a mistake on as the consequences are not going into a 
barrier!  I wonder if Barney Oldfield and some of the other race drivers of that era were 
intimidated by the altitude and sheer drops offs on the course.   This might account for the 

unknown Rea Lentz beating the competition by such a margin.  Ole Barney was running ten 

http://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?from=&to=en&a=http://www.thisweekinmotors.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/05/pp-1916.jpg
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minutes behind Rea.   This is a very significant in a race that is only 12.42 miles long.   The track 
measures 12.42 miles with over 156 turns, climbing 4,720 ft from the start at Mile 7 on Pikes 

Peak Highway, to the finish at 14,110 ft (4,300 m), on grades averaging 7%. 

We went up the hill following a Mini Cooper and since there was no traffic we were sort of racing.  
I think our time was about 30 or 35 minutes, far off the pace at any rate even by 1916 standards.   
 

 

I believe car number 16 is a Lancaster.  Photo below is the finish of the first Pikes Peak 

race in 1916.   It looks like the Lentz car but, not sure.   
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BURMA SHAVE 
Brian Wagner 

All of you who can remember Burma-Shave signs, please raise your hands.  OK, the nurse will be 

around shortly to help you put them down again. 
 

 
 

Our trip down memory lane starts with Clinton Odell - his first product was a liniment called 
Burma Vita made from ingredients from the Malay Peninsula and Burma.  No reason to doubt it 

was not a very fine product, but it did not sell well. One of the problems was it could only be sold 
to people who were ill.  It was suggested that a product with a wider market reach was needed.  
At the time, the original brushless shaving cream was Lloyd’s Euxessis from England and was 

available world-wide. (Whoever named it must have also fathered the children who went on later 
to name today’s prescription drugs.)  Burma-Shave hired a chemist, and after 300 mixtures were 

tried and found wanting, they finally came up with Burma-Shave in 1925, (also the year Scotch 
Tape was invented, but we digress). 
 

The Odells tried a number of different marketing campaigns.  One was called “Jars on Approval” 
where Odell’s sons would go into an office and give the office worker a jar of Burma-Shave on 

approval.  If he liked it, he would pay them 50 cents the next time he saw them. The jars came 
close to getting them in trouble when they were handed out years later as product samples at a 
wrestling match.  When one of the wrestlers angered the crowd, they started throwing their jars 

into the ring.  Either because of assumed alcoholic intake or in spite of it, trajectories were wobbly 
and no one was hurt.  Apparently not learning their lesson, they later handed out tubes of Burma-

Shave at Ebbets Field in New York. When a call was made against the Dodgers that the fans took 
exception to, the umpire was pelted with the tubes of Burma-Shave. 
 

But anyway, one day Allan, one of Clinton’s sons, came up with the idea of using road side signs 
to promote the product. He spent a lot of time on the road and saw how signs were effective.  The 

company was pretty much on the ropes at that time. His pestered his father until he was given 
$200 to put up some signs.  Second hand boards were cut to 36 inches each and painted.  He put 
up about a dozen set of four consecutive signs on the two roads leading out of Minneapolis, the 

first sets on Route 35 between Minneapolis and Albert Lea.  Within weeks, stores began running 
out of Burma-Shave and ordering more. The next year, Allan and his brother Leonard put up more 

signs throughout Minnesota and Wisconsin, spending at that time, a large amount, $25,000 on 
signs.  Orders poured in and sales that year hit $68,000. 
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By this time, the signs were becoming more 

humorous and had increased to a set of six. 
Eventually there were signs in all states but 

Arizona, New Mexico and Nevada because of their 
low traffic density and none in Massachusetts 
because of all the foliage along the winding roads. 

The company prospered and was able to thrive 
during the Depression. Though there were 

challenges.  As can be imagined, hunters liked to 
use them for target practice, colleges students liked 
to take them (the company used special bolts that 

required a special tool when they were put up near 
college towns), and much damage was done when horses found them to be an ideal height for 

back scratching.  The signs came out on the losing end of that exercise until the company started 
raising them from nine feet to ten feet. 
 

In the beginning, Allan Odell wrote many of the original jingles, but what propelled the campaign 
to the next level was awarding a cash prize of $100 to regular folks to come up with jingles. It 

was an annual contest which produced up to 50,000 entries a year. 
 

At the campaign’s height, there were over 7,000 signs across the U.S.  Perhaps heady with 
success (or those infamous three martini lunches back then), they came up with a rhyme: Free 
Offer! Free Offer!/ Rip A Fender/ Off Your Car/ Mail It In For/ A Half-Pound Jar/ Burma-Shave.  

Well, of course every junkyard was scrounged across the land and they were inundated with 
fenders, including fenders from toy cars.  They honored every fender and ended up generating 

tons of free publicity in the process.  
 
Another time they tempted fate with a sci-fi spoof:  Free, Free/ A Trip/ To Mars/ For 900/ Empty 

Jars/ Burma-Shave. Not to be deterred, Arlyss French, the owner of a Red Owl in Appleton, 
Wisconsin wrote asking where he should send the 900 jars.  The company wrote back “If a trip to 

Mars you’d earn, remember friend, there’s no return.”  Well the supermarket manager took up the 
challenge.  He put together a rocket themed promotion with a rocket plane on display, and little 
green men on the roof firing toy rocket gliders into the parking lot. (His lawyers must have been 

on vacation that week). The town rallied around the promotion and Burma-Shave did send him to 
Mars, in this case, Mars, Germany.  Once again, great publicity for the company. 

 
But, as we know, times change.  The Burma-Vita Company was sold to Phillip Morris   in 1963.  
Thinking that the signage money could be better spent on TV ads and on the advice of counsel, all 

the signs were removed by 1966. 
 

But it is hard to keep a good idea down and the concept is still alive.  The word “burmashaving” is 
used north of the border to describe politicians holding and waving signs to traffic when they are 
campaigning.  Perhaps anticipating this, one of Burma-Shave rhymes once noted:   

 
Substitutes 

Can Let You Down 
Quicker 
Than A 

Strapless Gown 
Burma-Shave. 
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Selected Shorts  

(a continuing article including short stories and articles from our members) 
By Richard Schauer 

 

How often do we read a newspaper article and come away with more questions than answers?  

Often, in my opinion.    
 

The article below from the Lancaster, Pa. newspaper was sent to me by a lifelong friend who lives 
in Lancaster County knows my passion for Packard automobiles.  Where was this Packard all these 

years?  How did it come to be missing its radiator and grill shell and associated parts?  Who was it 
built for?  With many custom features is it a custom bodied car?  Why didn’t Mr. Rothermel 
contact the Packard Museum in Warren for advice and tips on reconstruction of the front end?  At 

any rate the story is interesting and good news to Packard enthusiasts who always celebrate when 
a hidden or lost car is restored and made available to the public.    
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We are invited to join the Mercedes-Benz club for a day at the races.  If interested 
follow the directions below. 

A Day at the Races! 

The 3
rd 

annual San Diego Section at the Del Mar Race Track Saturday 

August 2, 2014 
by Michael Cooper 

 

Just like last year, this is looking to be a great event!  Your buddies at the Mercedes- 

Benz Club of America, San Diego Section have obtained a select number of “Reserved 

Seats” in the Club House at the beautiful Del Mar Race Track. This is a great opportunity 

to meet up with your Mercedes-Benz Club friends in a completely different environment. 

(Because there is more to life than just cars!) Just a bunch of Mercedes- Benz owners 

getting to know each other better, sharing stories, having a few drinks, a few laughs, and if 

you’re lucky… maybe even winning a buck or two. This year will be even better as we have 

invited the Orange County Section to join us in the festivities. 

We will be meeting for brunch nearby before the races to give you your passes and have a 

bit of fun. 
 

Each ticket is $20 and includes Club House admission, reserved seating and an official 

Racing Program. Seating is limited so don’t miss out on a great day of horse racing with 

your pals! Please RSVP by July 28th. For more details or to reserve your tickets, please 

contact: Michael Cooper at (760) 599-0629 or e-mail at:  michaeldenise@roadrunner.com 

 
 

FEEL THE HORSEPOWER! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:michaeldenise@roadrunner.com
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6th Annual COOL CLASSIC CAR SHOW 

Sponsored by the Studebaker Club 
September 27, 2014 

 

The Studebaker Club is sponsoring a car show at the Spanish Landing West, off  Harbor Drive  and 
the show is open to Packards, Pierce-Arrows, Rocknes, EMFs and Erskines only.  Or club has 

attended this event in the past and it was a very nice show and a lot of fun.   The Packard club 
folks won several awards as well as the raffle which amounted to over $200.00 as I recall. 

 
The schedule of events are :  8:00 - 9:00 Registration and photos (coffee and pastries available) 
  

 9:30 - 1:00 Peoples Choice judging, Raffles, 50/50 drawing 
  

 11:00-1:30 Daytona Diner open for lunch 
 
 2:00-3:00 Awards ceremony 

 
 3:00 Show concludes 

 
Registration fee is $20.00 and $25.00 after 9/15/2014.  The proceeds go to the Homefront San 
Diego, a local military assistance charity ran by volunteers and ALL donations go to those in need.  

Logo mugs will be given to the first 50 registrants. 
 

Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 
       Last First Phone 
 

Address:______________________________________________________________________ 
 Street City Zip 

 
Club Affiliation:________________________________________________________________ 
 

Car:___________________________________________________________________________ 
 Year Make Model 

 
Email:_______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

For more information Contact      Mail completed registration to: 

Bob Halagren 619-251-5638      Bob Buchaklian 

bobhalgren@hotmail.com       5055 Walter Ave 

or go to http://www.studebakersandiego.com    San Diego, CA 92120 

 

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO SANDIEGO CHAPTER SDC 

 

Liability release:    All entrants and participants hereby release and discharge the San Diego Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club and 

the Port of San Diego from any known or unknown damages, injuries or claims that may occur on the way to, during the event or 

leaving the Cool classic Car Show. 

 

MUST BE SIGNED 

 

Date:_________________________ Signature:___________________________________________________________ 
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This Model -T was spotted cruising down the road in Port Orford, Oregon.  They were 
definitely going somewhere and not just driving around for pleasure.  This T looked like 

a driver. 

   
ONE MAN, ONE MISSION  ASHES TO ASHES RUST TO  

      RUST 
       Can anyone identify this relic?  I am going with a REO  

    

` 
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2014 Activities Calendar 

Listed below are all 2014 tours and events officially sponsored by the San Diego Region of 
Packards International Motor Car Club. Also included are National PI events sponsored by PI 
headquarters or one of its regions. You must be a member of Packards International to attend 
the events listed. 

 
Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the 
location or setting of the tour. 

 

Month Date Event Description Location Tour Director(s 

July 12 Heritage Square Historic Tour  National City  Richard Schauer & Fred Puhn  

July 15-20 PI National Tour to National Packard Museum  Warren, OH  Don Hull  

August 9 Picnic  Balboa Park  Scott Napora  

September 19-21 Overnight to Big Bear Pine Rose Cabins  Lake 
Arrowhead  

Richard Schauer  

October 11 Old Highway 80 Tour to McNeil Ranch  La Mesa  Richard Schauer  

November 9 Leo Carillo Ranch  Carlsbad Phil Pizzuto  

December 13 San Diego Region Christmas Party @ Lazy H  Valley Center  Steve Ross  

Jan (2015) 1 Brunch at Hotel Del Coronado  Coronado Steve Ross  

 
 

 

OTHER EVENTS IN 2014 THAT MEMBERS MAY WISH TO ATTEND, BUT ARE 

NOT OFFICIALLY SPONSORED BY THE SAN DIEGO REGION OF PACKARDS 
INTERNATIONAL MOTOR CAR CLUB 

 
September 21-22: Coronado Speed Fest 

http://www.ci.national-city.ca.us/index.aspx?page=100
http://www.sandiego.com/attractions/balboa-park
http://www.sandiego.com/attractions/balboa-park
http://www.pinerose.com/directions/
http://www.aaroads.com/california/us-080_ca.html
http://www.carrillo-ranch.org/
http://lazyhranchresort.com/
http://www.hoteldel.com/crown-room.aspx

