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PRESIDENT'S THOUGHTS 
HAPPY VALENTINE'S DAY 

Yes, Valentine's Day is just 

around the corner! Have you 
had your carburetor adjusted 

recently?  If not, it is never too 
late to make sure that life juices 
are flowing freely and properly 

atomized.  What could be more 
romantic than taking that special 

someone out for a Drive in the Packard and dinner at your favorite 
cafe or perhaps choose a new dining experience for more intrigue 
and adventure? 

 
Coming up this month is our PI National Membership Meet in 

Orange, CA. We have several members going up and we have a new 
Packard member Steve Halluska who is joining us.  Steve has a 
freshly restored 1941 110 Convertible that is just chomping at the 

bit to get on the road and win some awards.  I am told it is the 
same color as Buttercup so we know it is an instant winner.  Please 

plan on joining us for this event and help us carry home the awards.  
This will also be a nice warm up for the La Jolla Concour and the 
Lincoln Highway Henry B. Joy tour in June & July.  Rumor has it that 

Mr. Joy was a Packard Man.  
 

We are off to a great year again, based on the work completed by 
the planning committee.  Go to page 26, check out the schedule, 
mark your social calendar with all events. 

  

Apply Cleaner, Let Soak Fifteen Minutes, Rinse  

This ad appeared 
with an engine 

cleaner.  I choose to 
believe this is a joke. 

But, then who knows 
after seeing some of 
the other miracle 

devices I have seen 
advertised as 

performing wondrous 
things.  Note it takes 
not one but two 

scantly glad ladies to 
handle the fire hose.  It is not surprising that the hood had to be 

removed for this operation.  Is the car a Pontiac? 
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STUCK IN THE SNOW? 
Here we have a Studebaker being driven by a man 

who should know that you don't drive old cars in 
bad weather.  They are to be parked in a garage 

preferably heated but, oh no, there he is with a 
friend plowing through the snow, or at least trying 
to.  Since the number 14 is painted on the radiator 

one would assume they are in a race.  I can buy into 
all of this but, why do they have tire chains on the 

front wheels?  Did Studebaker have front wheel 
drive cars back then or is this four wheel drive or did 
they just figure it might help.   You may note the 

team of horses behind the car. 
 

 
MOTORCYCLE CANOE SIDECAR 

 

I really have no idea what this is all about.  
Take your canoe to the lake?  The 

gentleman are in coat and tie and the fellow 
in the boat is looking awfully stern - perhaps 

even not happy.  I think they are British as 
the motorcycle doesn't look like an 
American bike of that era. 
 

 

 

 

 

 MAKE YOUR TV A FIREPLACE 

 

 

Yes, boys and girls put your TV in the fireplace, 

tune in to channel 11 WPRX and listen to 

Christmas music while the TV flames brightly.  I 

am sorry this was not in the December edition of 

the Predictor as I know some of you would have 

liked to use this.  Ironically this not a color TV so 

the flames on the TV would have been in black 

and white.  Please read the Ad as it describes 

the warmth and glow of the blazing fire when 

your TV becomes a fire place.  Ya gotta wonder 

how many people did this.   

  

 

 

 

 

This is a quote taken from a car club January 

2015 newsletter from Kansas. 

 

"And yet even as I look at my old car cocooned in the garage waiting for warmer weather, I can’t 

help but get excited about the coming year". 

 

We are so lucky that we can drive year 'round. 
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Packards International San Diego Region Fall Weekend Tour Oct. 23-25, 2015 

Triada Hotel Palm Springs (formerly the Spanish Inn) 

 
Come join us for this enjoyable driving tour to Palm Springs.  Arrival is Friday Oct. 23 and departure Sunday morning Oct. 25.  The 

Spanish Inn was built in 1929 and was formerly owned by actor Alan Ladd.  A Packard caravan is encouraged to the hotel, but certainly 

guests may arrive and check in as their schedule allows.  See Triada’s web site: http://triadapalmsprings.com 

The plan Saturday would be for everyone to get breakfast on their own and then tour The Movie Colony.  The hotel is located in the 

Movie Colony neighborhood, and tour maps with details as to which famous people owned the homes are free to guests.  A leisurely 

walking tour can then be enjoyed at our own pace and in our own time.  Or people can sign on to a bus tour of the famous 

neighborhoods for approximately $100 per person.  An overview of The Movie Colony can be viewed at: themoviecolony.org 

After the Movie Colony tour we will drive to Billy Reed’s Restaurant, famous for their chicken pot pie and Boston Crème Pie.  No one 

ever starves on Packard Club tours.  Thus far the afternoon is open, but options may include a tour of the Walter & Leonore Annenberg 

estate (some luck required obtaining tickets), the cable car to the peak of Mt. San Jacinto, or various museums.  Dinner will be enjoyed 

at Melvyn’s Restaurant, built in the 1920’s by the owner of the Pierce Arrow Automobile Company, and site of the Inglewood Inn, 

followed by entertainment and dancing for those who feel adventurous.  Interested parties need the following information: 

 Per night price per room is $150 for king bed, non-smoking room, representing a 44% discount. Ten rooms are currently held at 

this price for the Packard Club.  Note: Triada is willing to reserve more rooms at that price if response exceeds the current level, 

but time is of the essence (see below). 

 There is a parking garage to accommodate our Packard cars, and a daily destination fee of $24, valet parking only.  Members 

may park their own Packard cars with a valet ride-along.  

 Hotel accommodations include dining indoor and poolside, large outdoor pool, and spa. I was told this is a predominantly adult 

facility, i.e. likely zero kids screaming around the place.   

 Time is of the essence to lock in this deal.  Interested members must contact Richard Schauer no later than Feb. 27 to 

commit, including the number of people attending.  Failure to commit by that date could deny members the opportunity to go 

and/or stay at the hotel for the special group price.   

 There is no money down for this event.  Members will show up at Triada, state their participation in the Packard Club event, 

give their name, and payment is made at that time.  Their name will be checked off the list of attendees. 

Please notify Richard Schauer, 760 740-9188 or at: packard1934@sbcglobal.net 
 
Hold Harmless Agreement (please read and sign): 
 
The undersigned desiring to enter and participate in the Packards International San Diego Region Palm Springs Tour to be held 
October 23-25, 2015 does hereby tender his/her application to participate.  If this application is accepted, the undersigned 
registrant hereby acknowledges possession of suitable vehicle insurance. Further, the registrant and his/her guests at said tour 
hereby assume liability for, and shall indemnify and hold harmless Packards International Motor Car Club and its regions, 
members, officers, directors, employees, agents, servants, invitees, and assigns from and against any and all liabilities arising 
from said event. The undersigned holds the aforementioned harmless and indemnifies them against judgments whatsoever 
arising, directly or indirectly, out of, or in connection with, participation in said event. 
 
Full Name (print): ______________________________________ 
 
Signature: _________________________ 
Agreed and Signed by (guardian if under 18) 
 
Date_________ 
 
The waiver can be turned in to Richard Schauer at the caravan point or presented at Traida.  See you there!!!! 

http://triadapalmsprings.com/
mailto:packard1934@sbcglobal.net
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Once again the Packard Automobiles descended upon the historic Hotel Del Coronado, where 
elegance begets elegances, in Coronado, California for our traditional New Year's Day Brunch.  It 
was a typical patented San Diego day, beautiful with warm sunshine.  The Packards and their 

passengers were decked out in their finest and could have entered an Easter parade (now there's 
a thought).  We were met by the valet staff and special parking was immediately provided for the 

grand ladies of the motor car world.  Several lesser cars were moved to ensure the Packards were 
showcased.  Upon our arrival a crowd gathered and traffic was slowed significantly.  We were 
instant celebrities, as usual. 

 
The Del Coronado has a rich and varied history and has been host to many Hollywood Stars as 

well as world leaders and several U.S. Presidents.  The downside to the hotel is that they used 
Cadillacs as the hotel livery cars when the horse and carriage were replaced.  Why Packard 
automobiles were not used is unknown will always be a mystery.  Perhaps Mr. Speckles, the sugar 

tycoon who owned the hotel, was a Cadillac man.   
        The valet charging off to make room for 

Packards 

          
 

Arrival of the Packards and spectators begin to gather. 
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Parked and ready for viewing by the eager public 

 

 

Three 1948 -50 Packards lined up:  #1 Steve 

Scott's 1949, #2 Fred Puhn's 1950 and #3 

Mark Burnside's 1949 Limo. 

 

  

 
 Karl Ramsing uses his aircraft and ship 

handling skills to get these Ladies parked 

 

 

The Woolsey's arriving in their '35 Limo and 

behind them is Brian Wagner in his 1941 120 

Touring Sedan. 

 

You had to be there to see the reaction of the hotel 

guests when seeing these kings and queens of the 

road back in the day arriving at the Del Coronado 
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Lance Haynes and Ms Linda Phillips with his 1938 Packard 110 Touring Sedan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A view of the Packards the Schauer family '34 sedan, the Ramsing family 1929 

convertible, the Pizzuto's 1939 120 (Evelyn) and then the post war Packards. 
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Brunch is underway.  Empty chairs indicate that the occupants are off scouting out the world's 

largest most extensive brunch buffet, or it seems like it must be to me.  The Del's Brunch Buffet 

is truly something to see and only equaled by the ancient Romans and, yes, there were grapes 

and wine. 

 

 

It is our custom to have 

a past presidents table 

of honor and here we 

have Mr. Phil Pizzuto and 

Mr. Mark Burnside.   It 

appears they are just 

winding down the New 

Years Eve celebration.  

The photographer 

missed them turning the 

table over but, probably 

just as well.  I will really 

be glad when I am a past 

president so I can sit at 

their table. 
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The party is over and the Packards are departing some for home and some for places of intrigue 

and adventure.  

 

   
The Schauer 1934 Touring Sedan                                  Mark Burnside and Miss Daisy 

 

Mr. Wagner in his 1941 120 

Touring Sedan   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

               

   

 
Marjo  Miller and her 1948 Woodie   

Buttercup Departing with the Ross family.  

The infamous Yellow Peril stayed home. 

Thank God! 

 

Plans are to return to the Del for New Years Day brunch in 2016.  Just think, we have a whole year to get 

our Packard ready for this very nice outing with the added pleasure of knowing that the Packard will be 

ready for the 2016 events.  Seriously, this is a very nice way to start off the year with the Packard and your 

club members and other friends. 
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IN THE SPOT LIGHT 
 

 

Our very own Marjo Miller doing well by doing 

good.  Marjo, our "Woodie Lady", driving her 

1948 Packard Station Sedan.  Marjo is active in 

the Kiwanis Club and the photo tells us about 

some of the projects she and the Kiwanis do for 

the community. 

 

 

 
 

Marjo and her Woodie headed into Balboa Park 

after the New Years Day brunch at the Hotel 

Del Coronado.  It is not unusual to see Marjo 

and Dion on the road in this very nice original 

1948 Packard.  

 

A few of the Packards did a New Years Day pass through Balboa Park after brunch.  It is fun to watch the 

heads turn as we pass by.  Driving a Packard you are a celebrity and it is quite a letdown when one gets 

back into the "ordinary" automobile where you become just another car on the road or as the song said 

"just another brick in the wall".  

 

 

 

 
   

 

 
 

    

 

  
 

 

 
     Crossing the Coronado Bay Bridge 
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OUR SECOND OVERNIGHT EVENT OF THE YEAR 

                                             

       
    

Yes you read that correctly.  The San Diego Region has voted to join the Mercedes-Benz Club of America in 
March 2015 for a fun filled weekend of driving your Packard, socializing, dining and having fun.    

 

When:  March 20-22, 2015 
Where:  Borrego Springs Resort and Spa, Borrego, California 

  Cost :$313.00 per couple or $276.00 for a single 
 

Suitable trophies will awarded befitting the Packard Marque for those who excel in the graded events.  

What do you get: Two nights in a deluxe room, plated dinner and loads of Packard fun! 

Schedule of events include.  No host cocktail party Friday night, Saturday morning a gymkhana and at high noon a 
rallye through the Anza Borrego Blooming Desert, where you will see prehistoric life sized dinosaurs and other 
animals. Saturday evening an awards banquet where exquisite awards will be presented to the winning rallye 
teams and individuals excelling in the gymkhana. I know some may be asking what is a gymkhana.  It is pretty 
simple and easy the way we do it.  You weave your way through a series of cones, park the Packard and then come 
back and stop at a cone.  Those who do this the best and fastest win a prize.  The rallye is a drive through the 
"bloomin desert" of Anza Borrego and yes the flowers should be in full bloom then.  If you choose not to run for the 
prize you may just use the rallye as a tour. 

 

Below is the gymkhana being run by the Mercedes-Benz folk.  The cones will be spaced to accommodate our more 
generously proportioned Packards.  

 

  

 

 
Menu choices: Top sirloin, with sweet onion and mushroom wine sauce, mashed potatoes and veggies du jour 

or 
Cuban Style Roasted Pork with steamed rice, black beans, fried plantations with mojo  sauce 

or 
Red Snapper topped with tangy Veracruz Sauce, basmatai rice and veggies du jour 

 
Name(s): .   Automobile:    

 

Number in party: .  Amount enclosed:   

 

Menu:   Top Sirloin .  Cuban Style roasted Pork. . Red Snapper Vera Cruz    

 

Send check made out to MBCA San Diego Section to: Steve Ross. 16151 Fruitvale Road, Valley Center , CA 
92082.  Reservations required by March 5, 2014 . More info?  Call Steve Ross 619-508-3925 or 
inewsx@sbcglobal.net. 
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SELECTED SHORTS 

 

 (A continuing article including short stories and articles from our members) 
By Richard Schauer 

 
As a result of the kindness of Sean McNew I am in possession of a 1962 original 

Automobile Quarterly periodical, Volume One, Issue 3.  Truly a collector’s item this 
booklet contains some dated but extremely interesting articles. 

     

Featured on the cover and as the main article is the Packard Motor Car Company.  The 
reason for AQ’s Thomas Mahoney writing about Packard was the occasion of the demise of 

the Packard name, which only recently had been stricken from the records of the 
Studebaker-Packard board of directors.  The article makes a very good read.  Much of it is 

known to Packard owners and enthusiasts, and has been reprinted in various forms 
throughout the years.  I will not comment on Mr. Mahoney’s observations.  You the reader 

can decide that on your own.    
 

The AQ article is lengthy, too much so to permit its reproduction in one issue of The 
Predictor.  Part one is enclosed in this February issue and more will follow next month.  

The hope is that anticipation will grow with each successive Predictor issue, as members 
become eager to see more.  I certainly felt that way reading it.  Enjoy!  
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See next page for more about the first Packard 
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OLE NUMBER  1 

 

 
 
The first Packard Motor car called "Old Number ne" is on permanent display at Lehigh University’s 
Engineering Department.  Ward Packard was a graduate of Lehigh and donated the motor car to 

the university before his death in 1928.  It is enclosed in a glass cage but has been driven on 
special occasions by the engineering staff. 

 
 
The main lobby of Lehigh's historic Packard 

Laboratory is being renovated with new 
displays and a custom-designed, 

environmentally controlled glass case for its 
most famous showpiece: the 1899 Packard 
Motor Car Company’s Model A1 horseless 

carriage, the first Packard car ever produced. 
 

 
 

 
 

Lehigh President Emeritus Deming Lewis 
takes a ride in the Old Number One with Lee 
Iacocca at the tiller.  

 
Lehigh President Emeritus Deming Lewis takes a ride in the Old No. 1 with Lee Iacocca '49.he 

main lobby of  

 

 

http://assets.blog.hemmings.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/1899Packard_02_1000.jpg
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I HAVE SOMETHING TO TELL YOU 

 
In the most unlikely event you have not renewed your membership in our great club, 
March 2014 will be the last issue of the Predictor you will receive.  The thought of not 

being a part of this great group of Packard enthusiasts is frightening and depressing to 

me.  Not only will you not get the Predictor you will not receive the Packards International 
Magazine nor will you be aware of the great tours and other events the club provides for 

you and your Packard to enjoy.  In addition to all this you will missed by all of us and we 
will wonder how you are and how your vintage Packard are getting along.  

 
Here is how you may stop all these bad things from happening.  Send $45.00 to Packards 

International along with $15.00 for your local San Diego Region.  
 

Let's help out our membership chairman out this year and renew on time so poor Karl 
doesn't have to call us 2 or 3 times. 

 
For your convenience a membership application/renewal form is on the next 

page  
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LA JOLLA CONCOURS d'Elegance 

900 AM, Sunday, April 12, 2015 

 

 
The La Jolla Concours is becoming one of the 

premier car shows in Southern CA and is in 
our own backyard.  Some of our members 

have shown their cars here in the past and 
have done rather well.  Your Board of 

Directors has commented on numerous 
occasions about the number of very nice 

Packards we have in our region.  After much 
discussion the board reached the conclusion 

that we should have these great Packards 

displayed at a prestigious car show such as La 
Jolla.  La Jolla is very close and most of us can 

drive our Packards to the show.   The board further resolved that it was just too great of 
an opportunity for us to show our Packards to the rest of the world.  The board voted on 

and approved the following for the next La Jolla Concours d'Elegance in April 2015.  
 

Any San Diego Region member who enters their Packard and is accepted for the Concours 
will be reimbursed for one half the registration fee.  This offer applies to only one Packard 

per member and the owner will be paid half of the registration fee on the field the day of 
the Concours.   This registration fee this year is $175.00.  So for only $87.50 you will 

receive 2 tickets to the reception Saturday evening.  This is a very nice reception and food 
and drinks are free.  On the day of the show you will have two tickets to the VIP luncheon 

where again all and food and drinks are free.  Two chairs are provided by the Concours for 
your convenience.  You may not use your own chairs  

 

 Packards eligible for entrance, any Packard produced from 1899 to 1948. 
 You may enter to be judged or for display only.  Getting your car judged is 

recommended.  One just never knows when they will win an award. 
 

Go to the website https://www.lajollaconcours.com/ for more information on this event  
 

The club is going to ask the Concours organizers if we may enter as a group and be 
parked together as a club.    

 
If you think this is an event you would like to be a part of please contact Steve 

Ross at 619-508-3925, inewsx@sbcglobl.net or 16151 Fruitvale Road, Valley 
Center, CA 92802.  We need to begin working the logistics of the this show by 

the end of February. 

 

 

https://www.lajollaconcours.com/
inewsx@sbcglobl.net
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CORONADO CAR SHOW MOTORCARS ON MAIN STREET 

April 26, 2015 

The club plans to get a group together and enter our Packards in the Coronado Show and have 
lunch at the Del Coronado.  If you don't want to enter a car in the show it is free to attend and we 

can still go to lunch as a group.  Please let Steve Ross know if this appeals to you.  619-508-3925, 
OR inewsx@sbcglobal.net. 

When you fill out your entry form, included in this Predictor, indicate you are with the Packard 
Club so we may arrive together and park together on the grass in the park.  We will meet up at 

the Marriott hotel in Coronado, 200 2nd Street, Coronado, CA at 800 AM and caravan to the show.   
Steve Ross needs to know if you are attending by April 22. 2015 to make lunch arrangements.  

619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

 

The following clips are taken from an April 1951 Motor Trend Magazine.  All are unedited. 

A Studebaker owner            

HERE are the gripes about my new car a 1950 Studebaker champion without overdrive. (1) excessive oil, consumption, (2) 

front end will not stay in alignment for any length of time, (3) bumper guards fall off when somebody parks and hits the 
bumper, (4) clutch chatters in low gear, (5) shock absorbers squeak and can't be lubricated because they are enclosed in 

coil springs, and (6) the automatic choke makes a clicking noise in city traffic. .. Oscar Gross Providence RI 

A Packard owner 

I OWN a '48' Packard club sedan (130hp) and can take any curve at any speed within reason if I gun her around the curve. 
You have to gun her hard then there is a tendency to roll.  I get 16 mpg on a 2000 mile trip through the Smokey Mts., 

cruising at 60 mph whenever possible.  I have installed Gane air flow needles in the carburetor.  I admit the car has plenty 
of faults but I don't think cornering ability is one of them.  It is a stinko in snow and ice, too much iron in the front.  Also 
had considerable trouble with front wheels getting out of alignment.  Also, it has the world's worst glove compartment. 
...John Rudolph Oshkosh, Wis      

 

inewsx@sbcglobal.net
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ARIZONA CONCOURS D'ELEGANCE  

 

Packard automobiles were well represented at 

the Arizona Concours D'elegance held at the 

Biltmore Hotel in Phoenix, AZ January 11, 

2015.  Aaron Weiss a member of Packards 

International took top honors in class and was 

a runner up for Best in Show in show.  

    

Aaron driving up to the awards ramp to 

receive his first place award in American 

Classics Open.  Aaron and this stunnings 

1933 1105 convertible are no strangers  

to the winners circle.   

  . 

 

              
The competition was tough in this class   

 

 

      

 

      
1938 1608 All-Weather Cabriolet    1937 Super weight Sedan Convertible 

         Award winning American Classics Open 
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1934 Dual Cowl Phaeton     1928 526 Sedan Award winner American Classics Closed

  

    
 
This is a 1904 Mitchell Automobile.  The Mitchell was built in Racine, WI and in 1904 they built 82 cars.  Mitchell built cars 

until 1923 when they were bought out by Nash.  What is significant is this 1904 Mitchell was equipped with a Rootes 
blower being the first car so equipped.  This is also the oldest Mitchell in existence.  The blower is at the back of the engine 
and was driven by a belt.  Mitchell built motorcycle before cars as one can tell by the design of the engine.  Like a lot of 
other automobile manufacturers he built wagons in the beginning. 

    

A photo of Helen and Mary Lewis (Lewis was a business partner of Mitchell) in the front yard if their home in Racine.  It is 
personalized with Helens monogram visible below her on the side of the car.   You can see the monogram in both photos.  
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2015 Activities Calendar 

Listed below is the 2015 calendar of officially sponsored events by the San Diego Region of Packards International Motor Car Club.  Also 

included are National PI events sponsored by PI headquarters or one of its regions. You must be a member of Packards International to 

attend officially sponsored events. 

Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the location or setting of the tour.  

Month Date Event Description Location Tour Director(s) 

Feb 13-15 Packards International Membership Meet  Orange, CA PI National Board 

Mar 20-22 Overnight and Rallye with Mercedes Benz Club  Borrego Springs, CA  Steve Ross  

Apr 10-12 La Jolla Concours d'Elegance  La Jolla, CA Steve Ross  

May 23 Veteran's Home Event & Lunch  Chula Vista CA  Marjo Miller  

June 19 Packard Night at Escondido's Cruisin' Grand  Escondido, CA Mark Burnside 

Jun-Jul 26-10 Packards International National Tour: 2015 Lincoln 

Highway Henry B. Joy Tour  

Detroit to San 

Francisco 

Lincoln Highway Association 

(Mark Burnside is Tour Director for PI 

participants) 

Jul 26 Rallye in South Bay  Barrett Lake  Steve Ross & Marjo MIller  

Aug 9 Balboa Park Picnic  Balboa Park  Scott & Kristine Napora  

Sep 19 Old Highway 80 Tour to McNeil Ranch  McNeil Ranch  Richard Schauer  

Oct 23-25 Overnight to Palm Springs  Palm Springs, CA  Richard Schauer  

Nov 15 Wash & Shine Show at Leo Carillo Ranch  Carlsbad, CA  Phil Pizutto  

Dec 13 Christmas Party at Lazy H Ranch  Valley Center, CA  Steve Ross  

Jan (2016)  1 Brunch at Hotel del Coronado  Coronado, CA  Steve Ross  

  

http://packardsinternational.com/index.html
http://www.borregospringschamber.com/
https://www.lajollaconcours.com/
https://www.calvet.ca.gov/VetHomes/Pages/Chula-Vista.aspx
http://cruisingrand.com/
http://www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org/tour/2015/
http://www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org/tour/2015/
http://sdfish.com/lakes/barrett-reservoir
http://www.sandiego.com/balboa-park
http://www.aaroads.com/california/us-080_ca.html
http://triadapalmsprings.com/
http://www.carrillo-ranch.org/
http://lazyhranchresort.com/
http://hoteldel.com/restaurant-coronado/

