
                                                                                                                                 

 
 

PRESIDENT'S THOUGHTS 
Steve Ross 

 

Wishing you Merry 
Christmas 

 and a 

Bountiful New Year 
 
Another year of enjoying our 

Packards and the fantastic 

people who drive them has come 

to a close and we prepare for the 

coming year which promises to 

be even better. 

 

 

Ask yourself, are we in the club because of the cars or the people?  Kinda tough 

isn't it?  Speaking for myself I joined because of the Packard but now I think I stay 

because of the people. 

We had some fun times this year.  We kicked 

off the new year with brunch at the Hotel Del 

Coronado where we "Wowed" the guests with 

our vintage automobiles   

  

Do you recognize any of the celebrities in 

these photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Steve Halluska and his 1940 110 

Convertible  

 

 

 

At the Annual PI membeship meet we 

saw the Aaron Weiss collection 
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The Borrego Springs driving event where the Packards displayed their agility in the driving events 

and most winnng an award 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 
The club descended on the La Jolla 
Concours D’Elegance a little car show 

on the coast of La Jolla and 

several of the Packards and their 

drivers came away with a trophy.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crusin Grand our premier event of the year and the KUSI early morning appearence with Dave Stall 

and news anchor Anchor Elizabeth Alvarez.  Mark Burnside is providing 

critical information to the news team.      

 

 

                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     The McNeil's - People's 

Choice winners 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10202716753798434&set=pcb.10202716754318447&type=1
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Mesimerianó at the Greek restaurant was cultural 

experience with several Packards attending  

 

 

 

 

 

The trek to the Cabrillo National Monument was Informative 

and we had the privilege meeting El Capitán Fernando 

Villaamil Bustamamte y Quevedo, Capitán of the Guard.     

The Captain did not appear to be a happy camper probably because 

he doesn't have a Packard. 

 

 

 

 

 

McNeil Ranch and Garage Tour 

 

       

The was a beautiful drive that seemed to be designed for driving a Packard.  What a beautiful 

setting with some great Brass era cars to enjoy.  The food was pretty good too!   
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Palm Sprngs Fall Tour                     

 

 

 

                      

 

 

                                 These are a few of the fun events the club had in 

2015 and the board is at work planning even more 

exciting, educational, and most of all, fun events for 

2016  

 

My tenure serving as your president is coming to an end this month.  I can say without reservation that it has 

been an honor, a privilege and a pleasure to serve as your club president.  I have had lots of fun which is most 

important.  Our club has the greatest board in the whole wide world. This is evident in the well planned and 

organized events we have.  I personally thank Mark Burnside, our webmaster and publisher of the Predictor, 

Karl Ramsing our tireless Membership Chair, Ron Steffey, our Vice President, Brian Wagner, our resident Scribe, 

Richard Schauer, Activities Chair and Paul Santy, our Projects Chair who keeps us financially strong.  When you 

see these guys give them a big thank you. 

 

Richard Schauer is our new president and we shall be in very capable 

hands for the coming year.  Richard will be assisted by his lovely wife 

Karen.  I know we will support and help Richard in every way we can to 

continue our goals of fun, exciting and perhaps educational events. 

 

SEE YOU ALL AT THE CHRISTMAS PARTY AND 
THE HOTEL DEL CORONADO BRUNCH 
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A STORY WITH A HAPPY ENDING 

 
Our board member and resident Scribe, Brian Wagner suffered a near 

catastrophic failure from a blocked fuel line to his main pump recently.  

He was transported by enclosed van to the Palomar Repair Center where 

repairs were completed by one of their expert pump specialists.  The 

blockage was fixed and he was back on the road forthwith.  His is doing 

well and many, many more enjoyable miles are predicted for him. 

 

 

 

    
 

 

Packards, Pierce-Arrows, Studebakers, Mercedes-Benz, Rolls Royce, Cadillacs, and a Thunderbird descended on Leo's 

old ranch for one hell of a car show!  The age of the automobiles ranged from 1926 to 2013.   Richard and Karl had 

their hands full getting the cars on the field and parked in front of the ranch house.  There was room for maybe one or 

two more cars  

This huge poster greeted the public and it is significant because the Packard in 

the poster is none other than Paul Santy's 1936 "1400" Touring Sedan.   

 

Line up from the left 

 

Everyone is finally parked and ready for the crowed to enjoy and pick their favorite automobile out of 

this eclectic and beautiful gathering of automobiles   
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Gary Marcetti's ‘33 Caddie, Paul Hemple's ‘34 Dual Cowl Phaeton and Mike Adam's ‘29 Rolls Royce Silver 

Ghost.  Two of these cars were award winners.  Can you guess which two?   

 

    
From L to R Nick Fintzelberg's ‘46Chrysler Woodie, Richard Schauer's ‘34 Touring Sedan, Tim Pestotnik's 

‘34 Convertible Coupe, Carl Zieger's ‘41 Cadillac Convertible, Karl Ramsing's ‘29 Convertible Coupe and 

Art Wesselman's ‘38 110 Woodie.  Two award winners in these photos--which two?   

 

Paul Santy's ‘36 Poster Packard 

This ‘33 Pierce-Arrow was once owned 

by Ginger Rogers the lady who danced 

with Fred Astaire step for step but did it 

backwards in high heels.  Ernie Follis, a 

Pierce-Arrow restorer is the current 

owner.   

 

 

                                                         A concurs judge from the Porsche and 

Mercedes-Benz Club was there as a spectator 

and he was blown away by the quality of the 

automobiles there.  He said several were 95 

point plus cars (the Porsche and Mercedes-

Benz clubs use the 100 points system).   

He said Vicki Zieger's 1957 T-Bird was the best restoration of a Thunderbird he had ever seen.  He was surprised that 

all of the cars were driven to the show! 
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The judging for this show was done by the people which means they picked the car they like best.  The people did a 

fine job of picking the winners and not surprisingly they picked automobiles that have been winners when judged by 

the experts.  And the winners are: 

 

                         

First place Tim Pestotnik and his "34" Roadster                Second place Gary Marchetti and his 1932 Cadillac Limo 

 

 

Third place and Linda and Art Wesselman and their 1938 Station Sedan (Woodie) 

 

 

People’s Choice Best in show Mike Adams and his 1929 Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost.  This is the first time 

the Rolls has been in West Coast show in 45 years.  Did you notice that all of the winners are members of the 

San Diego PI Region  
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From the comments heard at the show, there is interest in doing this show again next year.  We are having a 

planning meeting next month so if there is interest let your planning board know or better yet come to the 

meeting.  The Leo Carrillo Ranch is a beautiful setting for a show and is an interesting place to tour and see 

how the Hollywood stars roughed it back in the day.   Not only did we have classic automobiles; there were 

classy ladies there as well.  We caught two of them for a photo-op    

 

 
Classy Ladies of the Classic Cars.  On the left is Linnea  

Shoberg and the lady behind the Foster Grants we believe is Catherine Woolsey 
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CHRISTMAS PARTY ANNOUNCEMENT 
Steve  Ross 

 
 

 

 

DECEMBER 13, 2015 

 

I know it seems like Christmas was just last week to some of us. This year we are returning to the Lazy H 

Steak House in Pauma Valley where we have reserved the John Wayne room for our party. The “Chinese” 

gift exchange will be the highlight of our party. That means each person, who wants to participate, brings 

a gift valued at $25.00 or less. For those who may not have had this experience, it is a lot of fun. We are 

serving your choice of Prime Rib of Beef, Red Snapper or a Veggie meal with Chef's choice for dessert. This 

event is one of our best attended so get your reservation in early.  No host bar  
 

 

Number in party: ( ) X $40.00  

Menu selection: Prime Rib, Number ( ) 

Red snapper: Number ( ) 
 

Veggie: Number ( ) 
 

Time: 12:00 P.M. 
 

 

Deadline for reservation: December 7, 2015 
 

Send check made out to PI San Diego Region to Steve Ross, 16151 Fruitvale Rd., Valley Center, CA 

92082. Questions, contact Steve at 619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

 

Drive your Packard and win a free beverage of your choic 

 

 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
http://pedalcarplus.com/images/xmascards/ATTnewsled.jpg
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THE TRADITION CONTINUES 

NEW YEARS DAY AT THE DEL CORONADO 

  

 
        Join us Friday January 1, 2016 to kick off the New Year with brunch at the world famous Hotel Del Coronado 

in Coronado, Ca.  The “Hotel Del” opened for business in 1888 and at 

that time was the largest resort hotel in the world and was declared a 

historical landmark in 1977.  The celebrity guest list for the Del 

Coronado covers just anyone who was ever a celebrity, the most 

siginificant being the San Diego Region of Packards International. 
 

  

 

 

 

Do you 

recognize 

any of the celebrities in the photo on the 

right? 

Some of the Packards from past New Years 

gatherings 

       

The Crown room is continuously voted the best brunch in town by the San Diego Magazine and the San Diego 

Union Tribune readers.  It offers seven distintive dining stations  and every morsel of food is gourmet and the 

selection of beverages are the very best available both foreign and domestic. Champange, Mimosa and soft 

drinks are included.  Go to  http://hoteldel.com/restaurant-coronado/crown-room/ and check out the extensive brunch 

menu. 

 

Here is the deal:  Cost per person is $65.00  You are encouraged to drive your Packard or other vintage 

automobile.  There will be special recognitation as well as special parking for our beautiful vintage automobiles.  

Even though the cost of the brunch has increased we were able to negotiate the same price as last year.  The 

number of vinatge autmobiles was a factor so please drive your Packard or other vintsge automobile   

 

Arrival time is 12:00 noon.   This will give us three hours to enjoy a leasurly dining experience, tell war stories 

and just enjopy the ambience.  After lunch we can tour the Del or walk around the village of Coronado 

 

Send your reservation with check to Steve Ross @ 16151 Fruitvale Rd, Valley Center  by December 

30, 2013.  Also tell me what automobile you intend to drive to the event.  

http://hoteldel.com/restaurant-coronado/crown-room/
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VISIT to SAN ONOFRE SCHOOL 
 

Selected Shorts  
(a continuing article including short stories and articles from our members) 

By Richard Schauer 

 

This event sneaks up on us every year.  It does not come up during our January planning session, nor will we find it on our 
annual calendar of events.  But come October Phil Pizzuto can be relied on to call to ask if we would like to bring our Packard 
to the annual fall fund raising event at the grade school where he teaches.  Naturally I said yes (two years ago my carburetor 
float “sank” causing fuel to quite literally gush out the top and all over the hot manifolds…why my car did not burn up is 
nothing short of a miracle).  Readers should be reminded that San Onofre Elementary School is populated by nearly 100% 
children of Marine families.  It is a Halloween themed event.  Kids all come in costume as do many of the parents.  There 
is food, large Marine military vehicles on display, competitive games, cotton candy, a silent auction w/gift baskets, and 

much, much more.  Phil says the kids love the old cars, and most assuredly some do.  You can clearly see which kids are 
more apt to become car enthusiasts later in life.  One group of 3 boys walked up, surveyed the four cars, and the most 
enthusiastic of them exclaimed loudly “I like this one best, and then this one, and then this one…”  He quickly had them all 
ranked.  What a hoot! 
 

 

 

Phil Pizzuto carefully guiding Steve's 

Mercedes-Benz into its slip  

 
For me personally the highlight of the event 
were the Marines in uniform, quite a number of 
whom came to view the cars close up.  Young 
men all, heck they look like boys to me.  It was 
so easy to feel great pride just spending time 
with these fine fellows.  Respectful and 

inquisitive they asked many questions.  It was 
clear these men were already smitten with “the 
bug”.  I enjoyed feeding into that by asking 
what car THEY would love to have if they could.  
One said he wanted an early 50’s Chevy truck.  
Even if it was rough, he would love to fix it up 

(yep, he’s got the “bug” alright).  Two others 
said they wanted a 1965 Mustang.  Another said he wanted a 1967 Mustang.  I asked him if he wanted the fast back or the 

GT-500.  He looked at me with blank eyes not comprehending.  Well, he is young with a lot to learn, but the desire is 
definitely there.  My wish for him was for him to never give up on his dream.   
 
AND it is always good when Packard people get together.  Phil brought his wonderful ’39 World’s Fair car.  Brian Wagner 
drove his ’40 120 touring sedan, President Steve Ross came with his silver ’69 Mercedes 280SE Coupe (Buttercup is under 

the weather), and I drove my ’34 sedan. 
 

Thank you Phil once again for setting up this very nice event! 
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“BUFFALO or BUST”  
By Richard Schauer 

Once in a while an opportunity comes along that we simply cannot turn down.  In my life 

it is rare.  But then I never have claimed to live “on the edge”.  Around October of 2014 

(plus or minus a couple months) my friend Sean McNew, former co-worker, fellow antique 

car enthusiast, and member of the PI San Diego Region told me of a plan he had conceived 

to drive his 1931 Pierce Arrow two passenger coupe from Ramona to Buffalo, New York.  

In July the national membership meet for the Pierce Arrow club is set to take place where 

the venerable marquee was manufactured.  How grand it would be to drive his Pierce, 

Sean offered, the farthest and present it at the national meet!  He would depart late May, 

planning to arrive to eastern Pennsylvania in time for his brother’s wedding scheduled for 

early June.  Thus the Pierce would serve two purposes in a short span of time.  It was at 

once a bold and daring plan, and Sean asked me to go along as his co-pilot.  How could I 

say no?  “No” was simply not in my vocabulary.  I was flattered that he would ask me.  

  

A couple months later Sean brought the subject back to the table.  I knew he was serious 

then, i.e. not just tossing the idea around.  We would leave toward the end of May 2015, taking advantage of 

the long Memorial Day weekend.  Great…fine.  My commitment to go did not waver.   I had already committed 

to leaving May 30 for a camping trip to Yosemite with friends, so that was a hard date for me to plan around.  

Memorial Day weekend being the week before, I hoped there would not be a conflict.  There was as it turned 

out.  In the spring Sean determined to leave on or around Friday May 22.  We figured I could accompany him 

perhaps as far as Pittsburgh, Pa. and then fly home on May 29.  We knew we could work out that detail later.  

  

It was a bold plan, a daring plan.  We were bound to enjoy quite an adventure.  Sean, being an engineer by 

training, is extraordinarily meticulous in how he plans/prepares.  The unknown factor was of course the 

condition of his ’31 Pierce.  You may remember I drove back to Ohio with him Sept. 2013 when he purchased 

the Pierce.  In the 20 months he has owned it, Sean has not been shy about driving his very rare car and 

logging a thousand miles in the San Diego area.  But the car was unproven for the long haul journey, and Sean 

knew it.  Months in advance he took the Pierce to a local Ramona mechanic, as the head gasket needed to be 

replaced and radiator came out as well which ended up having a new core installed.  Now, with the cross country 

trip in the offing, the mechanic was asked to fix a number of other anomalies like the non-working fuel gauge 

and give the car a thorough examination with the goal being to make it road worthy for the demanding cross 

country drive.  As the day approached Sean’s preparations began in earnest.  What do you pack?  What tools?  

What spare parts should one bring on such a sojourn?  Jim Woolsey, whom we all know and love, has wisely 

said “No matter what parts you bring…it does not matter if you drag a trailer behind with a hundred parts, the 

one that breaks will be the one you do not have”.  Murphy is indeed alive and well, a constant threat to us 

antique car enthusiasts.  With that wisdom in mind one must do the best one can and then venture out there 

in the world.  Give it a whirl.  Cast your fate to the wind and enjoy this rare experience, that of driving a grand 

old touring car on America’s highways, much the way it was done 80 years ago…the difference being roads are 

one heckuva’ lot better today.  

  

As the date approached Sean’s preparations, which included separating himself from his job for a period of time 

(always a pain trying to break free), became most overwhelming.  But Friday May 22 he was ready and picked 

me up at 4:00 p.m.  Space being at an absolute premium in the coupe, I 

brought a small back pack and cooler.  We drove to Coronado so Sean 

could take photos of his Pierce in front of the Hotel Del Coronado.  What 

better way to prove to the national committee that on May 22 his car was 

at the Pacific Ocean in San Diego?  We took off just before 6:00; heading 

east on Hwy 94 and then taking old Highway 80 into the mountains until it 

ends east of Jamul.  We stopped at the Barrett Junction Café for a late 

supper.  A sign outside announced “Rattlesnake Eggs for Sale” and inside 

one could buy a bottle of Buffalo Butt beer.  It was a good beginning.  

Weather was extremely cool for May and misty rain fell  

 

 

at times while driving over the mountains.  The good news was the trip across the desert to Yuma was pleasantly 

cool; a blessing indeed for it could have been quite the opposite.  Before dark Sean adjusted the  
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third brush on the generator to get a little more power out of it for night driving.  It is important to note that 

Sean’s Pierce is geared such that top speed is 50-55 mph.  Engine rpm’s are happiest at 50 or even below,  

but Sean pushed it just a bit.  The car responded well, but an occasional miss-fire was felt.  That means modern 

day cars blew past us perhaps 30-35 mph faster than our speed.  Precautionary measures Sean took included 

a large orange triangular night reflector mounted on his trunk and bright red bicycle tail lights flashing like a 

Christmas tree.  They did the job of keeping us safe.  We arrived at Yuma at 11:25, crashing for the night at 

12:25, a long day.  Throughout the trip many cars and trucks sounded horns, flashed lights, or gave thumbs 

up in acknowledgement of this grand old car out there on the highway. 

  

Saturday morning we hit the road early, taking US Hwy 95 north to Quartzite.  

Again we were blessed with a cool, pleasant day.  The car ran fine and drove 

excellently.  Sean adjusted the generator brush one more time, and the 

additional electrical power seemed to eliminate the sporadic miss-fire issue.  

East of Quartzite we exited at Arizona Hwy 60, linking up later with US Hwy 

89 north through Prescott and then up into the mountains to the Wild West 

gold mining town of Jerome.  There is nothing quite like the feel of a fine old 

car on the open road, the absolute epitome of luxury travel, circa 1930’s.  

You should have seen the tourists at Jerome gawking at the Pierce and 

wanting to photograph it.  Jerome predates the Pierce by a few decades, but somehow the car seemed to fit in 

perfectly, and the adoring crowd knew it and responded to it.  We continued north to Flagstaff via Sedona and 

beautiful Oak Creek Canyon, then turned east on I-40, crashing for the night at Holbrook, Az.  Being Saturday 

night of Memorial Day weekend we finally found a room at our eighth try, the Sahara Inn.  It was perhaps 1 ½ 

stars on a scale of five, but the beds were clean and so was the bath.  We were extremely tired.  Holbrook is 

home to the Wigwam Inn, an oddity in the realm of lodging because rooms are built into Teepee configurations.  

The Inn parking lot contains an abundance of old cars and trucks, bound to catch the eye of the public.  And lo 

there was a pre-war Packard hiding ‘round the corner…don’t think it is running, or for sale, but there are 

interesting “gems” out there in the world just waiting to be discovered.  

Sunday after breakfast we continued east on I-40, crossing into New Mexico and stopping at Gallup so we could 

take photos at the El Rancho Inn, famous for hosting many 

movie stars in the 30’s and 40’s.  Again cool weather blessed 

our travel.  No doubt in the hey-day of Hollywood El Rancho 

must have seen many fine luxury cars parked in front; it is 

easy to imagine.  Inside there are signed photographs of the 

many stars who stayed there.     

The goal was to stop at Albuquerque for the night so Sean 

could spend time with a young man he sponsored 14 years ago 

in the Big Brothers/Big Sisters organization.  Nicholas Handley 

is now 21 and is an 

amateur musician (classical violin) and actor.  We had tickets to see him 

perform at the Albuquerque Little Theater’s 2:00 performance of 

Spamalot.   

Fifty miles outside of Albuquerque is 

when the trouble started.  The 

engine abruptly stopped running, 

wham, just like that.  Coasting to the side 

of the highway Sean began an 

investigation.  We concurred it appeared 

to be an ignition problem.  Out came the tools and the spare coil, and a few 

minutes later the new coil was installed.  Still no start.  No spark was getting to the plugs we discovered, so off 

came the disc on top of the distributor cap.  The end of the coil wire was black with carbon, some melting 

present, and it was  
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obvious this was the problem.  Sean completed a rapid roadside repair by cutting off 1 inch of wire and then 

pressing it down over the tiny copper “stud” contact, which was very short as a result of age, corrosion, and 

perhaps arcing.  To keep the coil wire pushed down hard against the copper stud he set a washer on top of it  

 

 

prior to re-installing the retainer disk.  The engine started!  Pack up quick, and off we go to Albuquerque, 

arriving an hour late for Spamalot, but we caught the second half.  The performance was thoroughly enjoyable, 

and Nickholas is an excellent actor having played Sir Lancelot.  After the program we hopped into the Pierce, 

started it, and drove it around to the front of the theater so Nicholas and his actor friends could admire the 

car…a few moments later the engine died.   

 

After the young people left, you guessed it, the engine refused to start.   Unfortunately, a cascade of events 

were unfolding that ultimately rendered the Pierce incapable of driving beyond Albuquerque.  But the experience 

was far from finished.     

Memorial Day afternoon, we spent most of trouble shooting the ignition 

system and found the culprit to be an arcing between the coil wire and an 

adjacent spark plug wire.  Once rectified, the engine started right up.  The 

decision was made to give the Pierce a test run after a well earned New 

Mexico dinner.  

 

Sean contacted a fellow Pierce Arrow club member and resident of 

Albuquerque named Bill Scorah, introducing himself and asking if we could 

drive up to his house to see his car collection, which includes two very rare 

and old Pierce models.  Sean told Mr. Scorah he was driving his own Pierce across the country, and Bill expressed 

interest in seeing it.  So, off we went with Sean in the lead and me following in a back-up rental car.  The Pierce 

ran like a champ to the north side of town up against the Sandia Mountains. 

   

Bill Scorah is in his middle-upper 70’s, lives by himself quite like a hermit, and has two large two car garages 

on his property.  In the Pierce registry, he is listed by name, phone, and email, and P.O. Box.  His business 

card includes no address.  When he came outside to see Sean’s car, Bill locked his front door.  Here is a man 

who clearly enjoys his privacy.  But oh, boy, does he have some nice cars.  He owns an original condition 1929 

Pierce model 133 convertible roadster, much like Sean’s.  It was originally purchased by a rich woman for her 

daughter.  Three years later the daughter was killed in an auto accident not related to the Pierce.  Broken 

hearted, the mother kept the ’29 Pierce another 20 years, garaged, and never driven.  Today’s mileage is in 

the low 20’s of thousands.  His other Pierce is a 1915 model C-4 open touring, and Bill just received his 

centennial plaque from AACA.  The ’15 Pierce is also in original condition!  Leather seats are so beautiful and 

supple they barely look broken in.  The huge top is folded back and covered.  Bill pointed to two compartments 

beside the convertible top containing the snap on side curtains.  In the 46 years he has owned this car he has 

never opened the compartments (though he knows the curtains are in there).  Years ago he bought a spare 

set, which he has used on occasion when he has shown the car at the Santa Fe Concours.  Bill has been invited 

to bring his ’15 Pierce to Pebble Beach to enter in the Preservation Class, and I have no doubt he would take 

home top honors in that class, but he is not interested in going to all the trouble of having the car hauled and 

all the logistics that goes with it.  Both cars were absolutely jaw dropping.   

And then Bill asked if we wanted to see the Packard cars.  Packard cars?  Of course, yes, certainly I replied in 

obvious shock.  So, lock up that garage, outside, and over to the 

second garage we went, and that garage is even larger than the first.  

Inside were two gems of Packards. First was a 1930 model 745 dual 

windshield phaeton painted in original butterscotch over dark 

maroon fenders and tan leather interior.  Seats had been re-done 

long ago, but were perfect.  The whole car was perfect.  It has the 

deluxe eight engine and the trunk was also perfect, sitting on a shelf in 

the front of the garage.  Wheels were disc and chrome.  I questioned 

Bill on this and he admitted he bought those long ago, 

remanufactured.  But he has the original painted artillery wheels and 

four 2 year old brand new still wrapped black wall tires he plans to  
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install pretty soon.  The car in his opinion looks so much better in painted disc rims and black wall tires, and I 

happen to agree. The other is a 1931 model 833 convertible roadster, 

also a deluxe 8, repainted but original interior.  He has owned the 745 for 42 

years and the 833 for 46 years.  His garage is packed with spare parts.   

Indeed searching for and acquiring spare parts for all his cars have been a 

passion of his for many decades.  He stated matter of factly  

 

 

that he has enough parts for each of his cars to take a chassis and bare 

coach and built it up complete!  One look at his garage and you can believe 

what he says: shelves piled high with carefully sealed, labeled, and stack 

boxes.  Shelves line the walls as well, are bolted to the walls, and ropes span shelf openings in case of 

earthquake (are there earthquakes in Albuquerque?).  Bill is organized to the teeth.  A decade or more ago he 

sent away to England for two brand new bee-hive radiators, since they are not re-manufactured in the USA.  

They are presently unassembled and in boxes.  He is still searching for parts.  Sean asked if he had a spare  

distributor for his ‘31 Pierce.  Bill replied yes, he does have a spare distributor for his ’29, but it is not correct 

for Sean’s ’31.  Bill admitted he seldom drives his cars anymore.  A bad right leg withered from polio as a  

young man prevents him from taking the cars out but maybe once per year.  What a shame…those cars, all 

four of them, need exercise, they need to see daylight.   It was time to go.  We thanked Bill Scorah profusely 

for taking the time to meet with us and show us his collection.  We are left to wonder what will become of his 

cars when the day comes he passes on.  But right now Bill Scorah’s plan is to live forever.  He has a line on a 

1909 Packard Model 30, a beauty he says, who’s owner has finally after years of coaxing agreed to sell Bill the 

car…but not today.  Bill has plans to build yet another garage on his property.  He may just live forever.  As a 

side note, Bill Scorah also collects lights…I mean light bulbs, very old ones.  As a kid growing up in New York 

City he spent allowance money on antique bulbs.  His prize bulb is an 1883 signed by Thomas Edison!  What 

an interesting man, and how much fun would it be to get to know him better. 

   

We left Mr. Scorah’s house late and found an inn for the night.  Tuesday May 26 dawned clear and beautiful, 

no more rain, and the promise of much warmer temperatures.  We drove north to Bernalillo to the J & R Vintage 

Auto Museum, owned by Gab Joiner.  Sean was unsuccessful in obtaining the proper ignition wires for his Pierce, 

but the museum was interesting.  They have four Packard cars: two 1932 Shovel Nose light eight models, one 

sedan and the other an open car that was run in the Great Race three times by Gab, his wife Evonne, son, and 

grandson.  They own a 1931 model 833 convertible coupe with an incredible 5:09 differential, and a 1930 model 

733 convertible coupe, geared to drive 90 mph!  But the interesting part of the museum was the line of cars 

used over the many years by the Joiner family to run the Great Races.  They scarcely missed a single race.  

Though never winning first place, they placed many times as high as third.  One whole wall in the museum is 

devoted to the Great Race cars, including the original 1931 REO Speedwagon, geared to drive 90 mph! Sadly 

the elder Mr. Joiner was recently diagnosed with terminal cancer.  

When we were at the museum we were told he had only days to live.  It is 

so sad to see people like him pass away, but he certainly lived life to the 

fullest, indulging abundantly his love of antique cars!  

  

As mentioned earlier a cascade of events transpired that demanded that the 

Buffalo trip be labeled a “bust”…as least for the moment.  As we 

attempting to depart Albuquerque that afternoon, a new problem 

surfaced with gas not getting to the fuel pump.  With two problems now, 

Sean decided to take his car on Wednesday May 27 to Worldwide 

Automotive in Albuquerque, owned by Robert (Bob) Agnew.  Bob is an 

old salt who for many years ran a restoration business in Sausalito, Ca.  Over regulation drove him away.  His 

business repairing and restoring cars in Albuquerque is brisk.  Among his customers are none other than Tony 

and B. J. Hill!  After consultation with Sean and inspection of the Pierce a deal was struck.  Bob will fix the 

Pierce with an electric fuel pump at the gas tank and go through the ignition system to make it roadworthy 

again.  Although the car did not make his brother’s wedding, Sean will pick it up July 11 and drive it to Buffalo 

for the national meet.   
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Sadly I will not be accompanying Sean on this last 2/3 of his journey.  Meantime, we rented a car and drove 

back to San Diego, disappointed, but undaunted.   

 

                                                  
 

The museum lineup and an interior shot of the 1931 Roadster 

 
 

 

The adventure we got is not the one we expected, or hoped for.  It was the adventure we got.  But it is important 

to emphasize here that isn’t that part of the fun of it all?  Many wonderful sights, sounds, places, and people 

were encountered along the way, which it was my intent to share with you, dear reader.  The Pierce ran like a 

champ for about 900 miles, many of which were hard miles over many mountain passes!  The road trip was 

exhilarating on many levels.  The breakdown occurred in a familiar populated area with help close at hand.  Had 

we continued east into Texas and Oklahoma, the news was filled with terrible tornadoes, flooding, washouts, 

and even reported death.  That would not have been a good experience for an 83 year old car.  Sean gets high 

marks for courage…I would never have dreamed of taking my Packard on such a trip.  I hope everyone reading 

gets a chance at an adventure of your own, and I look forward to reading about it.  

 

 
 

Could this be the end of the line for this 1941 Packard Special? 
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pICK AN EVENT 

How would you like to choose an outting, tour or an event for the Packard Club??  Sounds like one hell of an 
idea to me.  All you have to do is go to your e-mail and enter inewsx@sbcglobal.net and  

say "I would like to do this"______________.  Hit send and you are done.  What could be easier.  No survey 

to fill out or other difficult, challenging task to perfrom.  You may enter more than one desire if you want.  For 

those of you who do not e-mail it gets really hard.  You will either have to call 619-508-3925 or mail a letter to 

16151 Fruitvale Road, Valley Center, CA 92082.   You may rest assurred that your  board will do what ever it 

takes within their power to fullfill your dream so long as it is legal, or pretty close.   Your idenity can be 
concealed if you want. 

To assist in this effort below are some ideas of past fun events we have had BUT, please feel free to think 
"outside the box" and think of a far out event.    

                   

Museum tour    Road trip  Dining out  Wine Country Tour                                                                 

                                                                                                

An Overnighter          Picnic in the Park                                       Del Coronado Brunch 

                                                                                                                           

                     Car Show/Charity event                                  This is not an option--we hope  

We are looking forward to hearing from all you great packard drivers 
and owners out there. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/andysancestors/5529771480/in/set-72157623107621934/
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2016 ACTIVITIES PLANNING MEETING 
 

Please us  join January 17, 2016 at the San Diego Police Museum to plan our fun filled 2015 events 

schedule.  If you can't make it just send your ideas to any board member and they will plan it for you.  

We are up for just about anything so long as it is legal, or perhaps even a gray area. We will go to lunch 

after the meeting at a place TBD   

 

We will start the meeting at 10:00 AM. 

 

ADDRESS IS :  4710 COLLEGE AVENUE, SAN DIEGO, CA 

 
 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
  

Pay attention to the 

announcement on 
your military left.  

Its time to re-up 
boys and girls. 

 

 
 

 
                                                                                  Don't make me come lookin for you! 

 
 

Please help Karl by renewing your membership in a timely manner 
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2015 Calendar of Events 
 
 

Listed below is the 2015 calendar of officially sponsored events by the San Diego Region of Packards 
International Motor Car Club. Also included are National PI events sponsored by PI headquarters or 

one of its regions. You must be a member of Packards International to attend officially sponsored 
events. Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more  information about the 
location or setting of the tour. 

 
 

Dec 13 Christmas Party at Lazy H Ranch  Valley Center Steve Ross  

Jan (2016)  1 Brunch at Hotel del Coronado  Coronado Steve Ross  

Jan (2016)  17 2016 Activity Planning Session  San Diego  Steve Ross  

  

http://lazyhranchresort.com/
http://hoteldel.com/restaurant-coronado/
http://www.sdpolicemuseum.com/

