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KARL RAMSING AND HIS 1929 CONVERTIBLE COUPE SCORE BIG TIME AT 

CRUISIN' GRAND 

 
KARL'S "PLAYBOY" PACKARD WAS SELECTED AS THE CAR OF THE YEAR FOR THE 
2016 CRUISIN' GRAND SEASON.  THAT IS A BIG WOW IN MY OPINION!  

 

            
 

HOW DOES ONE TOP THIS? 
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          October 22: Birch Aquarium and lunch at the Kaiserhof - Page 3 

November 19:  Car Show at the Leo Carrillo Ranch - Awards will be 
presented and a catered lunch provided - Page 4 

December 4: Christmas/Holiday/Year End Party at the Lazy H Ranch in 
Pauma Valley - Page 5  
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President’s Message 
Richard Schauer 

 

Our Lincoln Highway tour is now one for the history books.  I am ashamed to admit it but this is 

my first long, extended tour.  I got a glimpse into the time, commitment, focus, and sheer 
amount of work it takes to put an event like this together.  Mark Burnside is to be commended in 
the most vociferous terms, and right behind him are his daughter Sally, Steve Ross, Paul Santy, 
and Lincoln Highway Association of California president Paul Gilger, for as no man is an island it 
“takes a village” to pull off an event of this magnitude.   

   
 

Happy Holloween! Spooky or what?  
 
At this juncture I will insert my own personal Lincoln Highway story.  I have a passion of asking older people I meet to tell 
me their own car stories, stories from their youth.  Sadly, the number of people alive today from the pre-war era are 
fading rapidly…and once they are gone, so are their memories.  Kay Murdock is a docent at the Museum in Placerville, CA, 

the old “Hangtown”, and what a darling lady she is!  Kay was delighted to see the old cars drive up, and came out to 

admire them.  She happily recalled a story:  
 
Kay grew up in Sacramento during the depression.  Her parents were friends with a man of means…he owned a bank.  
This friend would on occasion invite Kay’s family to take day trips with his family to Lake Tahoe on US Highway 50, and 
they took delight in going.  The banker bought new a 1937 Packard seven passenger sedan, which he loved driving on 

these trips.  Kay vividly recalls riding along, sitting on the jump seat of the great Packard while Mr. Banker drove down 
the center of the road at high speeds.  White knuckled, 12 year old Kay with her child’s imagination was certain they 
would meet an oncoming car in a mighty collision…she knew she was going to die.  The happy banker drove his big new 
Packard literally like he owned the whole road.  Of course Kay survived these sojourns and now at the ripe age of 91 she 
passes along her wonderful story to me, and so I to all of you.  What a gem! 
 
On a totally different topic we take delight in the triumphs/victories of our members.  As I hear of these things or see 

them personally I enjoy passing them along to the membership.  1) Our very own Karl Ramsing took his ’29 runabout to 
Cruisin’ Grand Labor Day weekend.  He was recognized and given the award for best car, not just for the evening, but for 

the entire season!  Atta boy, Karl, you did us all proud!  2) Next is Scott Napora.  This has been a big year for Scott and 
Kristine, what with monster projects going on at their Lemon Grove home, but Scott still has found time to move forward 
on his engine rebuild.  His standard 8 is complete, has been bench tested, and is now nested back in his 1930 Packard.  
We are all salivating waiting for news he has fired the baby up and gone for a test drive.  3) Gary Marchetti owns a 1931 
standard 8 sedan, but few of us know it and even fewer have actually seen the car.  I have.  Restoration is in full swing.  I 

took my own car to Bowden’s a couple weeks ago and saw Gary’s sedan.  Rolling chassis is ready to go.  Sheet metal 
parts were in the paint booth and Adan was spraying away.   Wild Bill Meinerding is at work upholstering the seats even 
as we “speak”.  It seems as though full restorations happen seldom these days.  It is grand that soon a heretofore unseen 
Packard will make its world debut---January 2017?  4) Member Mark Ballerini now has his own shop.  Setup currently to 
do engine rebuilds and associated repairs, Mark is busy working on Phil Pizzuto’s '39 120.  We look forward to seeing 
Evelyn back on the road again in a few months.  Meantime, Mark already has a 2 year backlog of work…he is a happy 

camper.  Packard owners can use another dedicated, hardworking, honest, knowledgeable mechanic on the scene.   
 

Board positions: in accordance with our bylaws a committee will be selected to submit names for our board positions.  
This will be done during this month of October and selections submitted to the membership in November.  As part of their 
duties committee members may be contacting some of you to see if there is interest in joining the board.   
So, what’s new with your Packard?  If you are not driving it, you “ain’t havin’ fun”.  Please send me tidbits of news, so I 
can pass it along.  There is a lot happening out there.  

 
EDITOR’S NOTE:  The October tour of the Birch Aquarium is now under new leadership.  Sadly, tour director Marjo 
Miller suffered a death in the family and cannot attend.  Steve Ross has taken over as tour leader.  Additionally, the tour 
will be conducted in conjunction with the Mercedes Club.  People wishing to attend should contact Steve at 619-508-3925 
or at his email: inewsx@sbcglobal.net. 
 
SAD NOTE:  It is with deep regret that I announce to the membership the passing of Connie McNeil.  Those of us who 

knew Connie saw a happy, generous, loving lady who loved life and found joy in every day.  She brought sunshine and 
laughter wherever she went.  Connie succumbed after a lengthy battle with cancer.  We shall all miss her terribly.  For 

ever my mental image of Connie will be from the La Jolla Concours in 2014, when she and Ralph came in their 1907 
Firestone.  Connie, bright smile beaming on her face, came dressed in a stunning period costume including hat. 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net


Predictor October 2016 
20162016 

Packards International San Diego Region Page 3   

 
 

 

 

CAR CHATTER 
By Michael Cronin 

Editor’s note: Mike Cronin is my brother-in-law.  A committed car guy, his interest in cars goes back to childhood as you shall see by his 
story.  Mike owned and operated a car repair/maintenance business most of his adult life.  RWS 

When I was 5, my mother took me and my little brother Jay (John Henry Cronin II), age one, to the grocery 

store.  She had done this many times.  I sat beside her and in the back seat was Junior in his early version of 

a car seat, which comprised a sling of sorts with two curved metal hooks that looped over the top of the seat 

for support.  The year was 1943, and the family car was a 1933 Chevy.   Mom left us two in the car while she 

shopped, which was not an unusual circumstance (now a parent would be arrested for child endangerment).  

Curious as always, I slid over into the driver’s seat.  The Ford was parked diagonally on the street.  I turned 

the ignition key to “On” and stretched my right leg down to the accelerator pedal as I had seen Mom do so 

many times.  The emergency brake was off and the gearshift was in reverse, as was the custom of the day.  

On Ford products the starter button was on the floor beside the gas pedal.  When I pushed on the gas pedal 

the engine started and the car lurched backward out of the parking space onto the street…and kept right on 

going…until it hit another parked car on the other side of the street.  No one was injured; little Jay was 

oblivious.  No cars happened to be driving down the busy San Francisco street at the time.  Definitely my 

guardian angel was watching over me…until Mom came out of the grocery and saw what happened.  Uh-
oh…the rest you can fill in on your own.  

 

Birch Aquarium/Luncheon Fall Tour 

Save the date: Saturday, October 22, 2016 
 
Our fall tour is fast approaching.  Sign up now for this gem of 

an event.  The Birch Aquarium in La Jolla is a premier venue 
in our fine city.  Tickets are $18.50 and senior (60+) are 
$15.50. Birch parking is free. 
 

After enjoying the sea life, we will go down the road a piece to 
the Kaiserhof located at 2253 Sunset Cliffs Blvd in San Diego 
where we will have an Oktoberfest lunch. We may order off 
the menu so no need to send money. The Kaiserhof is located 
about 10 miles (30 minutes) from the Aquarium. Bring your 
Packard, your smile, and be prepared to enjoy a fine day on 

the coast.  If you have not been to the Birch Aquarium it is well worth the price of admission, and it is very educational.  If 
you have not been there recently it is time to visit it again and see the new additions.   
 
Place:   Birch Aquarium, 2300 Expedition Way, La Jolla 

 
Arrival time: 9:30 am. RSVP please to Steve Ross so he can give Kaiserhof a heads up on the body count.  
Phone: 619-508-3925 or email: inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

 
Lunch is planned for 12:30 pm  
 

     

                                                      

mailto:miller.marjo@gmail.c
https://thumbs.dreamstime.com/z/cute-sea-turtle-10460652.jpg
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Wash ‘N shiNe Car shoW 
10:00 am - NOVEMBER 19TH, 2016 

JOIN VINTAGE PACKARDS, PIERCE-ARROWS, STUDEBSAKERS AND THE CLASSIC CAR CLUB 

OF AMERICA 

AT THE 

HISTORIC Leo Carrillo Ranch, 6300 Flying Leo Carrillo Lane, Carlsbad, CA 

                   

 

  

Leo Carrillo was one of the legends of old Hollywood best known for portraying the 

role of Poncho the sidekick of the Cisco Kid. After completing collage, he worked 

as a political cartoonist for the San Francisco Examiner before going to Broadway 

to begin his acting career. His great-great grandfather was a soldier in the 

Spanish army arriving in San Diego in 1769. Members of his family served as 

Governor of California, Mayor of Los Angeles and police chief and then Mayor of 

Santa Monica. Although best known for his movie career Leo was a preservationist 

and conservationist. Carrillo served on the California Beach and Parks commission for eighteen years and played a key role 

in the state's acquisition of Hearst Castle at San Simeon, Los Angeles Arboretum, and the Anza-Borrego Desert State 

Park.   Roads and schools are named after him in the Los Angeles area. 

 

** NOTE---ONLY AUTOMOBILES 1960 AND OLDER ARE PERMITTTED TO BE IN THIS SHOW. 

 
COST IS $20.00 PER PERSON FOR FOOD AND AWARDS WITH LUNCH BEING SERVED BY THE BOSTON MARKET. 

AUTOMOBILES MUST BE ON THE FIELD BY 10:00 A.M. 

 
RSVP to Phil Pizzuto at: hppizzuto@sbcglobal.net or by phone at: 760-724- 6655, or mail check to: 1677 

Mission Meadows Drive, Oceanside, CA 92057- 4613. Check should be payable to Packards International 

San Diego Region. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------cut here----------------------------------

NAME:  NUMBER ATTENDING:  , AMOUNT ENCLOSED  ____ 

 

YEAR, MAKE AND MODEL OF AUTOMOBILE IN SHOW:, 
    

This is always a great show featuring great automobiles, people, and food. 

SEE Y'ALL AT LEO'S PLACE 

CHRISTMAS PARTY ANNOUNCEMENT  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hearst_Castle
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/San_Simeon%2C_California
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anza-Borrego_Desert_State_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anza-Borrego_Desert_State_Park
mailto:hppizzuto@sbcglobal.net
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Steve Ross 

 

 
 

DECEMBER 4, 2016 

I know it seems like Christmas was just last week to some of us. We are returning to the Lazy H Steak 

House in Pauma Valley where we have reserved the John Wayne Room for our party this year. The 

Chinese Gift Exchange will be the highlight of our party. That means each person, who wants to 

participate, brings a gift valued at $25.00 or less. For those who may not have had this experience, it is a 

lot of fun. We are serving your choice of Prime Rib of Beef, Red Snapper or a Veggie meal with chef's 

choice for dessert. This event is one our best attended so get your reservation in early.  No host bar 

and dessert is not included 
 

Number in party: ( ) X $40.00  

Menu selection: Prime Rib, Number (    ) ) 

Red snapper: Number ( )  

Veggie: Number ( )  

Time: 12:00 noon  
 

Deadline for reservation: November 28, 2016 
 

Send check made out to PI San Diego Region to Steve Ross, 16151 Fruitvale Rd., Valley Center, CA 92082. 

Questions? Contact Steve at 619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net 
 

Drive your Packard and win a free beverage of your choice. 

 

Identify the make, 

model and year of this 
car and name the driver 

for a prize.  Where was 
he going?  

 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
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Hi there! Have you ever seen one of these?  As you perhaps 
can tell by the photos, it is a radiator cap/hood ornament. 

The first person who can tell me what automobile used this as 
a mascot wins a free pass to the Christmas party on 

December 4, 2016. The first person to get the correct answer 
to Steve Ross is the winner. Let him know at 
inewsx@sbcglobal.net or 619-508-3925 

 

 

NOT A U.S. MADE AUTOMOBILE 

 

 

 

                                           1940 DARRIN PARISIENNE VICTORIA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Baccarat Hood 
Ornament 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
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GOOD OL’ DAYS? 
Those days of yore, we are always talking about 

 

Most anyone over the age of 50 was exposed to DDT, the miracle insecticide.  I grew up on a 
farm and we had dairy cattle, which required milking twice a day every day. I would spray each 

cow down liberally with DDT which was all over me and most everything else.  In my 
community, Coffee and Coca Cola were forbidden for children to consume.  Coke wasn't 

permitted until around the age of 6 or 7. 
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PI San Diego Region 

2016 Activities Calendar 

Listed below is the 2016 calendar of officially sponsored events by the San Diego Region of Packards International 
Motor Car Club.  Also included are National PI events sponsored by PI headquarters or one of its regions.  You must 
be a member of Packards International Motor Car Club to attend officially sponsored events. 

Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the location or setting of the tour.  

 
October 

22 

28-30 

Birch Aquarium / Luncheon 

Packards International National Tour “SHINDIG”  

San Diego 

Palm Springs  

Steve Ross 

Cathy Hull  

November 19 Wash & Shine Classic Car Show @ Leo Carrillo Ranch  Carlsbad Phil Pizzuto  

December 4 Annual Region Christmas Party @ Lazy H Ranch Valley Center  Steve Ross  

Jan (2017)  1 Brunch at Hotel del Coronado  Coronado Steve Ross  

 

http://aquarium.ucsd.edu/
http://packardsinternational.com/nationaltour.html
http://www.carlsbadca.gov/services/depts/parks/facilities/south/carrillo.asp
http://www.lazyhranchresort.com/
http://hoteldel.com/restaurant-coronado/crown-room/

