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      PRESIDENT'S THOUGHTS 
By Steve Ross 

 

Help may be a phone call 

away.  
 
This photo may depict a 

forlorn Packard in 
desperate need of 

assistance or it may be 
waiting to reenter the 

restoration booth.  The 
Packard sign looks new.  

The benefits of belonging to a car club are many but, the 
benefits saved us several times when I was in the fix the 

Packard above seems to be in.  Since my primary “drivers” 
range in age from 1939 to 1991 I have found myself in dire 

straits more than once.  Since this is a Packard Club let us talk 

about the infamous Yellow Peril and Buttercup.   
 

When the “Peril” first came to live with us just about every 
outing was an adventure.  We became personal friends with 

most of the AAA drivers in San Diego County.  I found them to 
be friendly and personable and we have been rescued by both 

lady and gentleman drivers.  What I really want to tell you 
about is the phone calls not to AAA but, to fellow car guys.  

Before Mark Burnside got Miss Daisy, he accompanied me on a 
few tours.  I don’t think we ever finished one.  Mark did his best 

to get us going but to no avail.  God knows he tried.   
 

The Lincoln Highway tour is when I really found out that help is 
a call away.  Our first call for assistance was in Utah after the 

grueling trek across Nevada and into Utah on the Pony Express 

Trail.   
 

I decided to wash the car 
at a car wash because it 

was, well, dirty beyond 
recognition.  I thought I 

had covered all the bases 
to keep the engine bay 

from getting wet.  Alas it 
got wet.  It is dark and I 

have a flash light but 
only two hands so I was  
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holding the flash light in my mouth attempting to 
dry the ignition off.  It is not going well at all.  A car 

pulls up behind me and it is the Ford Woodie driven 
by a couple who work for R&M Auctions who are on 

the tour with us.  Asked if I needed help I said 
“indeed I do”.  This gentleman stayed until we had 

Buttercup going again which took over an hour.  In 
fact I was ready to give up but he persisted.  Finally 

Buttercup roared to life (ether works wonders) and 
away we went into the night to find the hotel.  

 
 

Scene two act one Lexington, Nebraska.  Buttercup will not shift gears.  It was taking 
about all the strength I felt safe using to get from low to second etc.  Man walks up who 

owns 6 or 7 Packards and says he can fix it, he thinks.  We go to his friend’s house and 

we run it up on the curb so he can get under the car and the fellow gets under and goes 
to work.  It is hot and muggy and dirty!  He surfaces from under the car and says we 

have to pull the transmission.  Not exactly the answer I was wanting to hear.  Decision 
was made to live with the problem until, well I was not sure where the until would 

occur.  This fine gentleman did not have to do any of this but, he did.  Arriving back to 
the festivities in Kearney we parked with the Henry Joy Packard and the other Packards 

at the Kearney Arch Way over the interstate on the Platte River.  I ran into Jerome 
Hardy president of the French Packard Club.  Jerome has a Packard like mine, but a 

coupe.  I tell him my problem and Jerome says spray WD-40 into the shift mechanism 
on the steering column.  I am skeptical.  Mark Burnside appears out of nowhere with a 

can of WD-40 and we spray some into the shift boot seal.  Voilà!  It is fixed!  Now I 
must confess that someone else had suggested this from the very start of the problem.  

That someone else was my navigator and Sister Marilyn.  OK, girls and sisters know 
nothing about cars and definitely do not know the workings of a vintage Packard Super 

Eight Touring Sedan Full Classic.  All I could do was look at her smirk while I looked 

sheepish.  I should have known she was right as Marilyn has a lot more experience with 
keeping vintage automobiles going than I do.  She kept a 1968 Mercedes-Benz 220S, 

and several other vintage cars going for quite some time in “small town” Missouri. 
 

Upon arrival in Chillicothe, MO I was in dire need of an inspection of the under carriage 
to determine if a hub cap was the only part I had left on the Lincoln Highway.  I also 

needed to change the oil and lube the chassis.  A friend in town who has vintage cars 
and my sister suggested I contact Daryl Plowman who has a shop about 2 blocks from 

where I was staying.  I drove over to see Daryl.  Daryl looked at Buttercup and said pull 
her in!  He has a 58 Chevy in the shop he is restoring and has been working on cars for 

about 50 years.  Upon inspection no parts were missing except for all of the rubber 
seals on the steering arms.  Within about 45 minutes we had an audience of 5 other 

good ole boys assisting in looking over Buttercup.  One fellow had been called to come 
over as he has 3 Packards.  One of the inspectors called out “This right front wheel ain’t 

right”.  Sure enough I agreed it wasn’t right.  When Daryl pulled the wheel off the 

outside wheel bearing come off in several pieces.  My heart sank and I begun 
calculating how long it would take to get a wheel bearing.  Daryl was not fazed and said 
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he could fix it and he did.  He inspected all the bearings, used Emory clothe to smooth 

out some rough spots, repacked, bearing and problem solved.  
 

Away we go headed for California 
and all was well for awhile. Rain 

was no problem but, head lights 
were.  On I-70 at 0400 the lights 

went out!  We proceeded on to 
Denver with lights going on and 

off at no specific interval.  This 
was without a doubt the most 

exciting part of the journey.  
Arriving in Denver I called a car 

club friend and he said call the 
R&E Shop in Denver.  I called 

and described my problem and 

Carl said “bring it on over”.  He 
determined that the problem was 

in the light switch but he could 
not work on it until Monday.  I 

called our Master Packard Doctor, Mr. Woolsey, and he verified the problem.  I was in 
the process of calling U-Haul to rent a truck and trailer when Carl said”don’t do that it 

will cost you a fortune”.  Of course he was right.  He gave me a number to call for a 
company that he uses frequently.  Made call and they would bring Buttercup home for 

$700.00.  Four days later Buttercup arrived home.  The driver and his son were from 
Hemet and they have cars in work at their place.  They had treated Buttercup as if she 

were a 25 million dollar Bugatti.   
 

Belonging to car clubs has saved me a ton of money and definitely enhanced my 
enjoyment of driving these mobile works of art.  I have never been stranded for very 

long while driving our vintage automobiles because help is but a phone call away.  I 

would not hesitate to take off in Buttercup for just about anywhere. 
      

Below is a 1932 touring sedan driven by Curtis Buck with his companion Jake the 
traveling dog   

 
Drive your Packard and get to 

know it better.  You will be happy 

that you did and you will find 

your ownership as well as the 

relationship with the ole gal is 

fun and rewarding.  

REMEMBER: IF YOU AIN’T 

HAVIN' FUN, YOU AIN’T 

DOIN' IT RIGHT! 
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The San Diego Chapter of the 

Studebaker Drivers Club 

Presents: The Fifth Annual 

Cool Classic Car Show 

SEPTEMBER 28, 2013 
 

Location:  Spanish Landing West, off Harbor Drive in San Diego 
 

Schedule of Events: 

8:00 - 9:30 Registration and pictures  (coffee and pastries available) 

11:00 - 1:30 Daytona Diner open for lunch 

9:30 - 1:00 People's Choice judging, Raffles, 50/50, Kid’s judging 

2:00 Awards  Ceremony 

3:00 - 4:00 Event concludes 
 

 

Open to Studebakers, Packards, Rocknes, EMFs, Erskines and Pierce-Arrows ONLY. 

 
We prefer you keep your car in place until the conclusion of the event. If you are unable to do this, please inform us ahead of time so 
we can park you in an appropriate place. Upon entering field or after your car is parked, please do not create excessive noise revving 
your engine. No vehicles larger than a one-ton pickup will be allowed on the grass. 

 
Name:       

Last First Phone 
Address:     

Street City Zip 
Club Affiliation:   

 

Car:_      
Year Make Model 

E-mail:   Please list any additional cars on the back. 

 

Registration: _@ $20.00   ($25 after 9/15/12) $   
T-shirts:  @ $15.00   (S-M-L-XL)circle $   

  _@ $18.00   (2XL-3XL) $   
Additional donation to Homefront San Diego: $   

 
TOTAL $   

Please make checks to: 
San Diego Chapter SDC 

 
Mail with completed registration to: 
Bob Buchaklian 
5055 Walter Avenue 
San Diego, CA 92120 

 

For more info call Linnea Shoberg at (619)807-5488 or e-mail ltlshoberg@cox.net 
 

Liability release: All entrants and participants hereby release and discharge the San Diego Chapter of the Studebaker Drivers Club and the Port of San Diego from any 
known or unknown damages, injuries or claims that may occur on the way to, during the event or leaving the Cool Classic Show. 

 

 

MUST BE SIGNED 
 

 

Date:   Signature:   
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THE POLITICALLY INCORRECT AUTOMOBILE 

 
 

 
 

      
 

The automobile pictured above is a 1913 K-R-I-T which is the only one in existence.  The 
company was most likey named  after Kenneth Crittenden and was in business from 

1909 to 1915.  Many of the K-R-I-T’s were exported to Europe and were used by 
Belgium as ambulances during WWI.  Strangely WWI caused the company to fail.  The 

history of the swastika and its use dates back to the Native Americans.  From there it 
abounds with intrigue, mystery and conspiracy theories.  It is associated with the cousin 

of Edward Bellamy who wrote the Pledge of Alligence to the U.S Flag.  The swastiki was 
the symbol for the U.S Army 45th Infranty division before 1930 as well as the Boy Scouts 

of America.  One theory is that Hitler or one of his people saw the emblem and liked it.  
This writer seriouly doubts that but it makes for a good story.   

 

 

 
 

If you want to pursue the legacy of the swastika you may do soon online.  The K-I-R-T 
and the swastika have a heritage now which was never intended. 

 
 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/c/c3/1911KRIT.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:KRIT_1913.jpg
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Congratulations to Richard Schauer 
By Todd Schonenberg & Steve Ross 

 

 
 

General Atomics Aeronautical Systems recently held a retirement ceremony for Richard 
Schauer.  This event was accompanied by a company car show coordinated by club 

member Sean McNew and also attended by club member Todd Schonenberg.  As can be 
seen from the photos, this event was very well attended.  According to Todd, Richard 

has been a key player in program management for the 
Predator Unmanned Aerial Vehicle and will be sorely 

missed.  

Richard and his retirement trophy, a portion of the 

propeller from an unmanned air vehicle, the Predator.  
The Predator is one of the main stays of our military air 

weapons systems.  It flies many of the missions that 
were once flown by manned aircraft and has saved many 

American lives in our combat efforts around the world.  I 
wonder where he is going to put this award as it looks 

rather large. 

We are looking forward to Richard devoting even more 

of his time driving his awarding winning Packard.   

From the photos taken it is obvious that it was a car guy/gal retirement event.   
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My 1950 Packard 
by Fred Puhn 

 

This is my story of an ongoing relationship with a 1950 Packard 23rd Series Deluxe 8 
Touring Sedan. 

Chapter 1 - How Not to Buy a Car 

I bought the car on April 24, 2009 from an eBay ad. I was impressed with the ad which 
stated that this car had the 327 engine and also was a "running, driving, and 

roadworthy" Packard.  It had wire wheels and looked elegant.  In the ad he also stated it 
had recent brake and exhaust work.  The eBay photos all showed a nice car.  I talked to 

the seller and he told me all this and more.  I hit the "Buy it Now" button and paid top 
dollar for what I thought was a car I could enjoy and not work on for a while.  

What a scam! It had a 288 engine, not a 327. When I got the car it could not be driven 
because it had NO brakes.  The exhaust was totally blown out and the muffler was 

crushed.  Some frayed wiring under the dash was dangling and sparking.  All the bad 
spots on the car (large holes in the seats, bubbling and pitted chrome, crumbling wiring 

insulation, etc.) were somehow missing from the photos.  After spending several weeks 
finally getting a title (in another person's name), replacing the master cylinder, and 

other things to make it legal and "roadworthy", I got to drive it for the first time. I took 
it to a show 25 miles away and it ran so poorly that I had to take a taxi home.  It 

stopped running by coincidence in front of my mechanic's shop.  

The next day he checked it and found low compression and a rough running engine. 

After we pulled the head we found the engine needed major work.  I asked the seller for 
compensation for the false ad statements and he sent me a profane email; I guess 

figuring it was my fault he lied in his listing.  Then I applied for the eBay buyer 
protection for hidden engine damage and false advertising. eBay said the 30-day 

deadline had expired, even though I could not have driven the car any earlier.  EBay is a 
ripoff too, as their buyer protection is essentially worthless. All I can do is warn future 

car buyers to beware a scam artist who used the handle "ironofdetroit" and who used 
the name "Jim H. Miller" on my sale correspondence.  The title and a check for shipping 

reimbursement he sent were in someone else's name, however.  (Also another buyer 
told me he used a different name but the same handle in his sale).  I found he had two 

other unhappy buyers on vehicles. After I reported him to eBay he disappeared from 
eBay, maybe to hide or maybe he was terminated.  He could reappear under a different 

name or handle so beware!  Watch for car sellers from Las Vegas.  Do not assume the 
eBay buyer protection will be of any use. Because their deadline is so short, you are 

lucky if you even see the car before the deadline. The scam artist can easily delay you 

until the 30 days expires, as happened to me (wait for payment, delay the shipping, 
send the title very late, and ship a car that cannot be driven). 

The big lesson I learned is not to buy a car unless you or a trusted person physically 

inspects it and drives it. 
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Chapter 2 - The Big Fix 

I helped my mechanic complete a ring and valve job so the engine would run.  The 

engine had been worked on recently, had no sludge, and the worst problem was exhaust 
valves not seating due to no lash.  Block bore taper was maximum 0.010 on a standard 

bore size.  This is the wear limit for a ring job according to Packard literature.  If I had 
another month, I would have bored the block.  While it was out I rebuilt the radiator.  

Then I replaced the entire exhaust system.  I drove it and it ran fine, but immediately 
blew a water pump seal.  I replaced the pump with a new one along with front motor 

mounts.  Then I took it to a brake shop and replaced the soaked linings and leaking 
wheel cylinders.  I replaced everything in the ignition system. Then the transmission got 

worse so it was overhauled.  

The tires were obviously the wrong size for the car (too small).  I replaced the tires with 

proper size taller radial tires.  The wire wheels were pretty but they were made for a 
Cadillac.  The wheels did not fit a Packard unless you used spacers as this idiot did.  I 

replaced the Cadillac wheels with repro Packard wheels. 

I pulled the fuel tank and replaced the sending unit to make the gas gage work.  I added 

some NOS-correct Packard accessories like the small Packard fog lights, backup light, 
and engine compartment light. 

I was unhappy with the sound and feel of the car on the road so I took it to a suspension 

shop.  All the rear suspension bushings were failing and the U-bolts were bad. After 
repair, the car tracked straighter.  Then the growl and clunk from the rear axle were 

fixed by replacing every moving part in the rear end with NOS.  The old ring gear had 
half a tooth broken off, and the jerk polished the rough edges off and put it back 

together broken (seems like the work of the scam artist who sold me the car).  Now the 
car ran quietly and the brakes were smooth.  I took the car to the suspension shop and 

had the worn front suspension parts replaced and aligned.  

Then I took it to the upholstery shop.  First I had a set of NOS seat covers installed over 

the ripped seats.  The color looked so nice I think I will keep them on.  Then I found 
close to original fabrics and had the headliner, wind-lace, sun-visors and door panels 

restored.  

At the upholstery shop the battery died and I found a short in the wiring harness.  The 

crumbling insulation required replacement of the entire harness. I got a new repro 
vintage Delco battery and ordered an original repro harness from Rhode Island Wiring. 

The starter and generator were then rebuilt.  I installed the NOS backup light, under-
hood light, and fog lights during the rewiring project and replaced the roof antenna with 

a restored one. I bought a restored radio and installed it.  I have collected some more 
period accessories, factory literature, and a restored jack and complete tool kit. 

The Packard started to like me after all this work so I responded by naming her 

"Marilyn."  She is curvy and sort of pretty, even though a bit plump.  The soft and 
smooth nature of the car inspired a female name.  Since she was a blonde (yellow paint) 

she reminded me of a blonde movie star I admired. 
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Chapter 3 - Marilyn's Makeover 

In 2013 Marilyn finally got 

the makeover she really 
needed and wanted (she is 

over 60 you know). She got 
a bare metal paint job, all 

chrome work, new side 
glass, new rubber door 

seals, and some small 
repairs.  After all that I 

have something like what I 

thought I was buying. I 
already have over $45,000 

in her!  She drives nicely 
however, and people really 

like her looks.  When I fix 
about a dozen other things 

she will be a real beauty to 
me. 

 

**SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT** 
 

San Onofre School Fall Festival 
 

Friday, October 4, 2013 from 4 to 7pm 
 
Show your car to the Marine families living on base in Camp Pendleton in 
San Clemente.  Give the next generation a chance to see these great cars.  
They have never even heard of a Packard. 
Participants need to arrive by 3:30 pm. 
 
Contact Phil Pizzuto ASAP if you are interested 

760-207-5032 (phone or text) 
hppizzuto@sbcglobal,net 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:hppizzuto@sbcglobal,net
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MERCEDES-BENZ CLASSIC CENTER TOUR 

NOVEMBER 9, 2013 

Tour Director Steve Ross 

 

  
 

**This is a must see tour as this may be one of the few opportunities to visit this 

facility as weekend tours are being suspended.  We are the last weekend tour group** 
 

We will visit the Mercedes Benz Classic Center in Irvine. The purpose of the Classic Center is to service, 

restore, provide parts and sell vintage classic Mercedes-Benz of ALL years. You may purchase an 1886 

Patent wagon if you want one. The Center provides services only for Mercedes-Benz over 15 years old. 

Mercedes-Benz has two centers in the world, one in Irvine and the other is in Fellbach, Germany. They 

always have a large selection of vintage Mercedes-Benz and a shop full of Mercedes-Benz in various 

stages of restoration. It is not uncommon to see an automobile here that is not often seen by the general 

public. 
 

   
 

       
 

Plan to meet (if you want to caravan up) at the Westfield Shopping Mall 

Macaroni Grill at 8:00 AM for an 8:30 departure.  The Classic Center located at 9 
Whatney, Irvine, CA 
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By Mark Burnside 
 

With all the hoopla and publicity regarding the recently completed Lincoln Highway 
Centennial Tour, one could easily conclude that the first coast-to-coast automobile trip 

occurred on that highway.  Some might even logically assume that Henry B. Joy was the 
first person to drive from ocean to ocean.  Well, you'd be wrong on both conclusions. 

 

The first transcontinental car trip was made in 
1903 --10 years before construction had even 

started on the Lincoln Highway.  Horatio Nelson 
Jackson and Sewall Crocker along with Bud 

(Crocker's dog) piloted a Winton across the U.S in 
63 days.  See picture at left. 

 

Only months later in 1903, the second 
car to make the trip along a similar 

route was a 1903 Packard Model F 
Runabout (shown on right and below) 

driven by Packard employee Tom Fetch 
and Marius Krarup, editor of Automobile 

magazine, who filed stories for the magazine 
along the way.  Few roads stretched west of 

the Mississippi.  Their epic journey from San 

Francisco to New York took 61 days. Fetch's 
verdict: "I do not care to make the trip 

again." 

 
The route they laid out was literally the path 

of least resistance and - by today's standards 
- quite roundabout.  The first leg followed the 

Southern Pacific Railroad Line.  Somewhere 
along the way, Fetch and Krarup dubbed the 

car "Old Pacific". 
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If Fetch and Karurp 

had a problm out 
there, they had to 

solve it themselves.  
Normally gasoline 

and parts were 
scarce, but Packard 

had arranged 
supplies along their 

route. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The car is on display at the 
Henry Ford Museum in 

Dearborn Michigan.  Next to 
the car is the placard at right 

that gives the specifications 
and other interesting 

information about the car. 
 

Of note is the car had only 12 
horsepower and weighed over 

a ton! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

The 1903 trip took Fetch and Karurp 61 days 
to complete.  Today's record for making the 

New York to San Francisco trip is 31 hours 
and 51 minutes.  It was set by David 

Yarborough and Dave Heinz in 1979 driving a 
Jaguar XJ-S.  That was back in the days of 

the unsanctioned coast-to-coast Cannonball 
Runs of the 1970's. 
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THE HENRY WINTON and WARD PACKARD SAGA 

 

Many Packard owners know the story of Alexander Winton and Ward Packard.  In 1898 

Ward Packard traveled to Cleveland Ohio and purchased a new Winton automobile which 
at that time was considered a fine automobile relative to other makes. On his way home 

to Warren Ohio, a distance of about sixty miles, with his new Winton Mr. Packard had 

some relaibility problems resulting in several failures to proceed.   
 

Upon arriving in Warren Mr. Packard communicated with Winton of his displeasure and 
offered a few recommendations.  Hearing nothing from Mr. Winton, Mr. Packard pursued 

the matter until, as legend has it Mr. Winton told Packard “if you can build a better car 
then do it” and so he did. 

 
The 1899 model Winton on the left is like 

the one that Packard purchased. 
 

 
 
Above on right is the 1900 Packard that Ward Packard built in response to Winton’s 

challenge.  It featured the accelerator on the floor and an H pattern shift mechanism 
which are both still in use today.  

 

Winton sold twenty two cars in 1898 and was out of business in 1924.  Packard went on 
to build quality motor cars until 1956.  Packard is credited with many automotive 

innovations during its distinguished run of manufacturing automobiles. 
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THE ROVING CAMERA 

 
 

 

 
 

Jack Benny’s 1923 Maxwell    1941 Clipper photo taken on 

         Santa Monica Pier in1942  
    

 
 

The French Army getting a Packard truck back on the road during WWI 
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SEXY LADIES SELLNG CARS SINCE THERE WERE CARS  
 

 

 
 

Can you identify the car the lady is holding?  It’s above her head, guys! 
A buck and a quarter was pretty pricey in 1930 for a magazine 

 

 
   

Ah, the Damsels of the Dance.  One must assume that they got away with this ad as it 

was cultural.  Back in the day, some car advertisements got the boys in trouble with the 
public.  The Jordon Automobile was in trouble more than once for its ads.  One in 

particular showed two couples in a Jordon parked on a lake and suggested the car might 
encourage risky activity.  They were blasted by the public and had to write an apology. 
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2013 ACTIVITIES CALENDAR  
 

Listed below are all tours and events officially sponsored by the San Diego Region of Packards 

International Motor Car Club for the balance of 2013. Also included are National PI events sponsored 

by PI headquarters or one of its regions. You must be a member of Packards International Motor Car 

Club to attend the events listed. 

 

Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the location or 

setting of the tour. 

 

Month Date Event Description Location Tour Director 

September 28 Cool Classic Car Show Spanish 
Lending 

Studebaker Drivers 
Club 

October 4-5-6 
13 

22-27 

Fall Colors Overnight Driving Tour 
SoCal Region Grand Salon 
PI National Driving Tour  

Idyllwild 
Fashion Island 

Arizona 

Richard Schauer 
PI SoCal Region  
PI Arizona Region 

November 9 Mercedes Benz Classic Center  Irvine Steve Ross 

December 7 Christmas Party @ Lazy H Ranch  Valley Center Steve Ross 

January 2014 1 Brunch at Hotel del Coronado  San Diego Steve Ross 

 

http://www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com/
http://www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com/
http://www.thebluebirdcottageinn.com/
http://www.packardsinternational.com/images/Ariz%20October%20Tour%20App%201-4.pdf
http://www.mbusa.com/mercedes/enthusiast/classic_center
http://www.lazyhranchresort.com/
http://www.hoteldel.com/?_vsrefdom=KSLDC-ppc&gclid=COqz_tW0-LQCFSXZQgod7mIA3Q

