
Packard Club of San Diego Page 1 of 22 Predictor July 2019 

PREDICTOR 
The monthly newsletter of the Packard Club of San Diego 

-JULY 2019-

A Packard Panther Motoring down the Big Sur Highway during Monterey Week 

THIS MONTH IN OUR PACKARD WORLD 

* July 13: Casa Romantica and lunch - Page 8

* August 4: Fourth Annual Membership Summer Social - Page 9

* September 14:  Bob Gunthorp collection and lunch-Page 9

* September 21: Museum of Making Music and lunch - Page 11

1913 I-38 Runabout spotted on the main drag in Fernandina Beach FL 

S
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 
By Richard Schauer 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE U.S.A!   

TAKE THE PACKARD OUT TO A PARADE 

AND CELEBRATE THE DAY! 

After a stumble mid-stream, the traditional June 

Cruisin’ Grand Packard/Pierce-Arrow night in 

Escondido was a success. That was made possible 

with participation by many Packard Club members 

and enthusiastic Pierce-Arrow Club folks. Year after 

year, this fine event presents to the general public 

an outstanding display of collector iron and steel. My 

thanks go to everyone who chose to come and the 

volunteers who made everything run seamlessly. 

It is mid-year and there is so much ahead. July 13 is 

the tour to Casa Romantica in San Clemente. This is a joint tour with the 

Earl C. Anthony Region – our PAC neighbors to the north. Many from both 

clubs have registered already (see flyer). Also in July is the 54th National 

Membership meet in Indiana. Next year the National Membership Meet will 

be held in Northern California and we plan a big turnout from all California 

Regions. 

The August Membership Summer Social promises to be another wonderful 

day. Notice the date change to Sunday August 4! There may be a surprise 

or two in store this year, so you need to come to find out what those might 

be. 

It is not too early to plan for the September tour of the Carlsbad Museum 

of Making Music (see flyer). If you have not already registered for the Fall 

Weekend Getaway to Idyllwild in October, PLEASE take a moment to call 

the Bluebird Cottage Inn. Our block of rooms is no longer open, but there 

may still be a limited number of rooms available. I hate to see anyone miss 

out on this event, so please hurry and reserve a room. 

We strive to provide our membership a wide variety of interesting and 

educational things to do and places to take their Packards. So far this year 

a number of opportunities have come up to display our beautiful cars to 

the public, and more are ahead. I thank everyone who has taken the time 

and made the effort to join us.  

On his way home from the Fallbrook show in May, Karl Ramsing’s beloved 

Viking suffered a blown head gasket and is now under repair. If your 

Packard sits in the garage, it is guaranteed never to break down. This year, 

all the cars that have suffered failures are those you always see at almost 

all events. Don’t be fearful…c’mon out, join us, and enjoy your Packard!  
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Packard/Pierce-Arrow Night 
Cruisin’ Grand Escondido June 14, 2019 

By: Richard Schauer 

Why has this annual event been dubbed our “Signature Event”?  I have pondered that and come up with a 

couple possibilities. Years ago, when Cruisin’ Grand was still a fairly “new” event, it was a novelty for our club. 

Members turned out in force to support it in 2004, pretty much making CG the best attended event of the year. 

By 2010, attendance flagged somewhat and the idea struck us to invite the Pierce-Arrow Club, and so beginning 

in 2011, the evening came to be known at Packard/Pierce-Arrow night. Appeal was enhanced when we made the 

event FREE to all participants. But it could be that P/P-A night is our signature event because it is outreach to 

the general public. We are the #2 event in terms of popularity for the entire six month season of Cruisin’ Grand. 

People flock to see our fine cars, with many conversations/questions/stories. We are fulfilling our mission by 

getting our beautiful cars out there into the public eye. It was suggested that we abandon the CG event, that 

perhaps it has outlived its usefulness. Seeing the size and enthusiasm of the crowd, I am convinced this is a 

tradition we must continue. 

Having said all that, I was wondering two short months ago if this year’s event was going to come off at all. It was 

foolish to entertain such a lack of faith, for 14 Packards (and 24 cars in total) attended. Last January, at the urging 

of Mike Adams, our night was opened to CCCA for the first time. CCCA added two cars. 

Brian Wagner drove his 1940 touring sedan, fresh out of the garage from a valve job (the first since the car was 

new). Proud papa Brian was clearly a happy man and we all congratulate him on a job well done. Well, Mark 

Ballerini did most of it, but Brian assisted, and the engine is running fine. 

Jim and Catherine Woolsey had a schedule conflict that changed at the last minute, making it possible for them to 

come, bringing one Packard and one Pierce-Arrow. Marjo Miller was in town and surprised us bringing her 1948 

station sedan. 

Tom Hamlin brought his 1935 12-cylindar limousine, a twin to Jim Woolsey’s car, formerly owned by Edgar 

Kaufmann of the Kaufmann Department Store chain of Pittsburg in the early 20th century. Mark Moccia of 

Wildomar, a PAC member but not a region member, brought his beautiful 1956 Packard model 400. Vicki and Carl 

Zeiger drove their stunning 1936 1407 Convertible Sedan. 

Mike Adams drove a new acquisition, his 1927 Lincoln Willoughby 7-passenger limousine. Paul Erlich drove the 

oldest car, his 1925 7-passenger limousine dubbed “Big Al” (as in Capone). Phil Pizzuto drove Evelyn, who suffered 

a dead battery at La Tapatia, but a new one was purchased saving the day. Tom O’Hara was our host at the 3:00 

pm meet-and-greet at La Tapatia Restaurant, helped line up the cars for the parade, assisted Karl in parking cars 

on South Broadway, and oh, yes, his ’34 Dietrich nearly stole the show. 

Karl Ramsing could not bring his ’29 as it has suffered a head gasket failure, but he braved terrible traffic on Hwy 

78 to help set up the hospitality booth, park cars, and see to the needs of members. Tim Pestotnik, our ARD, came 

in support and helped park cars. Tim’s car is also down for major repair, BUT will return in 2020! 

Mike Nadeau came, bringing three neighbors and friends who rode along in his ’36 sedan. Ron Prentice drove 

down from Winchester along with his wife Patricia and a friend, all in his 1949 Custom 8 sedan. Larry French rode 

along, and it is always good to see him. Joel Fisler arrived in his 1934 Super 8 Convertible Victoria, a major crowd 

pleaser (the car, not Joel…no offense Joel). 

Paul Santy is always a huge help, lending a hand at La Tapatia, welcoming 

guests, and counting ballots. Sadly his beautiful ’36 suffered damage 

when a car accidentally creased his wheel well. We all dread the idea of 

Packard damage and remember Cruisin’ Grand 2008 when Mr. Ramsing 

was rear ended as he was on his way to Cruisin’ Grand. Our wish is for a 

speedy recovery for Paul’s Packard. 

Three of our key volunteers: Dion Dyer, Brian Wagner and Paul Santy 
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We kicked off the show 

with a light lunch at La 

Tapatia Restaurant on 

Grand Avenue, and the 

first to arrive were Patty 

Prentice and Mary 

Lankamp. 

Patty and Mary L to R:  Past President Phil Pizzuto, Paul Santy, and Paul Erlich 

Larry French 
putting on his 
nametag with 
Mark Moccia 
checking out the 
crowd   

Looking at Jim Woolsey is our Assistant Regional Director Tim Pestotnik, Katherine Woolsey is checking her text messages 
Marjo Miller with her back to camera is chatting with Phil Pizzuto in the fedora as Tom O'Hara listens in. 

The parade leader "Big Al", a 1925 Limo driven by Paul Erlich  A segment of the parade begins with Marjo's ‘48 Woodie 

Another parade segment.      Joel Fisler and his ‘34 Victoria   Marjo and Katherine await the parade start 
in Katherine's 1930 Pierce 
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THE PARADE IS UNDERWAY! 

The Parade of Packards and Pierce Arrows down Grand Ave with police escort and led by Paul Erlich’s "Big Al" 

Tom O'Hara's ‘34     Catherine Woolsey's ‘30 Pierce  Paul Santy’s ‘36 Club Sedan 

The Woolsey's ‘35 Limo, with Hamlin's ‘35 Limo  Shawn McNew's ’30 Pierce  Pizutto’s ’39 120, Evelyn 

Mike Nadeau's ‘36 120-B Shoberg's Pierce-Arrow Joel Fisler’s ’34 Victoria 

Marjo Miller's ‘48 Woodie    Prentice's ‘49 Custom Eight     Mark Moccia's ‘56 400 
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   Art Wesselman's ‘38 120 Woodie  Zieger's ‘36 Convertible Sedan     Jim Woolsey and a ‘30’s Pierce 

ARRIVAL ON BROADWAY 

Arriving on Broadway, the parking 

crew, led by Chief spotting 

coordinator Karl Ramsing, has the 

duty of getting the cars parked 

for display and, of course, without 

having any crunches. 

Below: Karl getting Joel’s car in 
next to Evelyn as Paul Erlich 

watches the spacing. 

Karl guides Brian Wagner into his spot while Dion waits to pick up the next car. 

Cars are parked and the crowd begins to arrive. 
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People’s Choice 

for Packard / 
Pierce-Arrow 
Night @ Cruisin’ 
Grand:  
Mike Adam's  
1927 Lincoln 
Willoughby  

7-passenger
limousine.

Regional Director Richard Schauer counts the votes for People’s Choice 

In the opening paragraph of this article, Richard discussed the 

benefits of this event and about whether or not to continue with 

Cruisin’ Grand. Perhaps his thoughts might pertain to any car 

show. 

The look on this young boys face says it all for me. The sun is 

shining in his face and he may be squinting, but he has a big 

smile. 

How many times have we heard someone say, “I remember 

when my--- had a ----”,  or “I saw-----" whenever we had our 

cars where the public could see them?  Some day this young guy 

might be President of a car club or even GM, who knows? I bet 

he will remember the time he sat in an old Packard -- Ed. 

Richard Prentice, right, waits 
for Larry French to get out of
the car.

Paul Santy, left, displays
what a Packard engine 
sounds like.

Mike explaining something 
about Packards to the lady. 

Brian Wagner, our
resident scribe enjoying

a slice of pizza 

Tom O'Hara, the social host for  

La Tapatia, takes a well-deserved 
break. 

Brian Wagner, 

our resident 
scribe, enjoys 
a slice of pizza 
from Filippi’s. 

Our resident scribe, 
Brian Wagner, enjoys a 
slice of pizza 

Ron Prentice, (no hat) talks 

about his and we can see the 
back of Larry French's head.  

Paul Santy, left, offers what a 
Packard engine sounds like  
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Casa Romantica Hacienda Tour - Saturday July 13, 2019 

Casa Romantica Cultural Center and Gardens is 
located on 2.5 acres in the Ole Hanson home, a 
registered historic landmark and legacy of the 
founder of San Clemente. 

The founder of San Clemente, Ole Hanson, built this 
Spanish Colonial Revival home as his representation 
of the California dream in 1927, and patterned the 
development of the rest of the city after this property. 
Read more about the historic home and gardens 
here. 

The property passed through many hands throughout the twentieth century. In the late 1980s, a 
group of forward-thinking individuals who saw what Casa Romantica could become took 
responsibility for its future. 

It was registered as a historic landmark, restored to its original beauty through a major capital 
campaign, and transformed into a cultural arts center as well as an architectural and botanical 
destination in 2002. 

Nearly twenty years later, this vibrant institution holds nearly 100 multi-cultural events every year, 
hosts a variety of educational programs, maintains 2.5 acres of diversified water-wise coastal flora from 
all over the world, and welcomes over 35,000 visitors annually. 

The Packard Club of San Diego joins with the Earl C. Anthony Region in Los Angeles for a tour 
of Ole Hansen’s beautiful historic hacienda on the bluff at San Clemente. A dedicated docent will 
guide us through the mansion. Afterward we will have lunch at Sundried Tomato American 
Bistro. 

San Diego and North County tour participants will meet at Vista Park and Ride (NW Intersection of 78 and I-5) 
on Saturday July 13th at 9:00 for 9:15 departure caravan style for San Clemente, with an anticipated 
arrival of 10 am. 

Casa Romantica is located at 415 Avenida Granada, San Clemente 92672. Exit I-5 at Avenida Presidio. Drive 
west one block to El Camino Real, turn north 2 blocks to Ave. Del Mar and turn left (west), one mile, and follow 
signs. 

The tour timetable is 10:00 to 11:30, the docent portion being approx. 45 minutes, the remainder being free 
time to explore the facility. 

Admission for members and associate members is FREE! Guests pay $5. 

Lunch: Sundried Tomato Bistro is located at 821 Via Suerte. Backtrack to I-5 and turn north 2-¾ miles to Ave. 
Vista Hermosa, turn right (east) one mile to the restaurant. Lunch is open seating/individual menu style, set for 
12:00 noon. Guests are welcome! See their MENU . 

RSVP: packard1934@sbcglobal.net or phone 760-740-9188. Or register on-line HERE. 

http://www.casaromantica.org/ole-hanson-home/
http://sundriedtomatobistro.com/bistros/san-clemente/
mailto:packard1934@sbcglobal.net
http://www.packardsandiego.com/REGISTRATION-Casa%20Romantica.html
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Fourth Annual Membership Social 
 Sunday August 4, 2019 
Home of Tim Pestotnik 

Point Loma  
   11:00 am – 3:00 pm 

Back by popular demand is our Fourth Annual Membership Social.  An occasion 
to visit with other San Diego Packard Club members for a few hours in a relaxed 
setting and enjoy good food and good fellowship.  
The club will provide grilled tri-tip, sides and drinks.  Members are encouraged 
to bring a dessert, but that isn’t mandatory.  All we really want is you. 
We extend a special invitation to our San Diego Packard Club Founders and 
Honorary Life Members.  Their presence affords all of us an opportunity to learn 
about the early days of our club.  It should be an enjoyable event. 
There is no cost to attend.  All we ask is that you complete the on-line Participation Form telling us the number of 
people in your party (for lunch planning purposes.) We’ll take care of the rest. 

See you on August 4h! 
Tim Pestotnik, Tour Director 

Questions?  E-mail me:  Tim Pestotnik 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

WE ARE INVITED 

We have been invited to join 
the Mercedes-Benz Club at 

Bob Gunthorp's home where 

may see Bob's Eclectic 
collection of rare Mercedes 

Benz automobiles some 
restored and some not. 

Lunch will be catered by Birds of a Feather Catering and Event enterprises and soft 

drinks are included.   

Date:  Saturday September 14, 2019    Time:  11:00 am ‘til 3:00 pm. 

Cost:  $25.00 per person Location:  2176 Leon, San Diego, CA 

If you think you might enjoy this 
outing let Steve Ross know by 

September 11, 2019. 619-508-3925 
or inewsx@sbcglobal.net. 

http://packardsandiego.com/REGISTRATION-MEMBERSHIP%20SOCIAL.html
mailto:tim@pestotnik.com
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Do your toes start tapping to RAGTIME or JAZZ?  Does a rousing MARCH get your blood pumping? 

Were you a child of the '60s still longing for the good ol' ROCK N ROLL songs of that era?  
Or perhaps you have a preference for the distinctive twang of COUNTRY music? 

Join your friends in the San Diego Packard Club 

for a truly unique musical experience! 

What: The Museum of Making Music ~ 5790 Armada Drive, Carlsbad CA 

Founded in 1998 and opened to the public in March 2000, the Museum celebrates the music industry’s rich history from 

1900 to today. Through unique exhibitions, vibrant and varied live music performances, and innovative educational 

programs, the Museum shares the accomplishments and impact of the people who make, sell, and use musical 

instruments and products. 

Date and Time: Saturday September 21, 2019 beginning at 10:00 am. 

Itinerary: We will be led through the museum by a dedicated docent. The tour will take 

  approximately 2 hours. 

Tour Cost:  Members and Associate Members - FREE! 

Adult Guests - $8.00 Senior Guests - $5.00 

Lunch: We have secured 12:30 reservations at Green Dragon Tavern located only a mile away 

  6115 Paseo del Norte, Carlsbad, CA 92011.  The cost of lunch is $22 per person. 

 Choose from   * New England Chicken Salad 

* Tavern Burger
* French Dip Steak Sandwich

* Fish 'N' Chips
You must pre-pay the lunch, but your selection may be made at the Tavern. We hope you'll join us! 

Bonus: After lunch, those who are interested can join us at the nearby Craftsmanship Museum.    

Models of engines, buildings & vehicles made of metal & wood are displayed at this free museum. 

You can register online for all or part of the Tour HERE. 

For further information, 

email Phil Pizzuto  

or call 760.207.5032 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wqzui3cqNXM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2rDb4Ur2dw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EsgcwZuQf6E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AMCl9eOBlsY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X5Odka54ygk
https://www.museumofmakingmusic.org/visit#top
https://www.greendragontavernca.com/
https://www.craftsmanshipmuseum.com/
http://packardsandiego.com/Packard-Parts/product/museum-of-making-music-tour-lunch-payment/
mailto:p1939packard@gmail.com
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Fall Weekend Getaway 

Packard Club of San Diego and the Mercedes-Benz Club 

Idyllwild, CA, October 11-12-13, 2019 

Join the Fall Tour and weekend stay at the Mile High 

Community of Idyllwild, CA. Friday, October 11 through 

Sunday, October 13, 2019.  Accommodations are at the 

Bluebird Cottage Inn, one mile from downtown Idyllwild. We 

have nearly the entire inn reserved for our two clubs, which are 

combining again for a fun-filled weekend. October 12 is the 
22nd Annual Art & Wine Walk in Idyllwild. 

Make your reservation NOW to guarantee your room! 

WHEN: Friday & Saturday October 11-12, departing Sunday October 13th. 

WHERE: Bluebird Cottage Inn, 26620 Saddle Drive, Idyllwild, CA 92549. 

HOW: Call 951-659-2696   

ROOMS: Click HERE to view the cottages/property map. Prices vary depending on size and number of 
bedrooms. 

SATURDAY:  Our banquet will be at 6:30 pm at the Gastrognome Restaurant 54381 Ridgeview Drive 
Idyllwild (in the main square). See the MENU 

RSVP:  So that we can properly plan for the weekend (hospitality, Saturday evening banquet, etc.), 

we would like to know that you're coming. Please email Richard Schauer, or phone him at 
760-740-9188.  Or RSVP on-line HERE.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION: 

 The Conference Room is reserved for us as a hospitality/welcome place. Hours: 4:30 pm both Friday

and Saturday. Relax, enjoy snacks and cocktails, visit with friends, and make new ones.

 Check-in time is 2:00 pm and all parking is on-site, off the highway.

 A special gift will be awarded Saturday at the banquet!

http://idyllwildvisitorscenter.com/
https://artinidyllwild.wildapricot.org/event-3267227
http://www.bluebirdcottageinn.com/
https://gastrognome.com/dinner-menu
mailto:packard1934@sbcglobal.net?subject=I'm%20coming%20on%20the%20Fall%20Tour
http://www.packardsandiego.com/REGISTRATION-Idyllwild2019.html
http://classroomclipart.com/clipart-view/Clipart/Food/Drink_and_Beverage_Clipart/bottle_wine_with_glass_jpg.htm
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OUR PACKARD WORLD 

Tom O'Hara and his ‘34 Dietrich Convertible Sedan in the Winners Circle yet again, taking the 
First Place award at the Huntington Beach Car Show 

Leading the 

pack of lesser 

Packards. 

Gary Marchetti took his 1931 Standard Eight 

Sedan to the AACA Grand Nationals in Auburn, 

Indiana and was awarded the Zenith Trophy. 

The Zenith award is given to the best of the 

best by the AACA. I have attended one of the 

national meets and the automobiles that get 

the Zenith award are all Pebble Beach quality 

cars. Winning this award is akin to winning the 

super bowl in the automobile world. 

 PACKARD MAGAZINE 2019 
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Spring Weekend Tour 
Ashland, OR, May 16-18, 

2019 
By Richard Schauer, and S. Ross. Photos courtesy of the 

Earl C. Anthony Region 

One thing was proved clearly at the Western 

Regional Meet in Ashland OR, sponsored by 

Packards of Oregon: you simply cannot keep 

a good Packard man (or lady) down. The week prior saw clear weather with 

daytime temperatures in the low 80’s, but Pacific storms came ashore just 

days before the event drenching the land from California’s Bay Area on north. 

Strong winds came up and temperatures never quite reached 60. Undaunted, 

18 Packards showed up along with many more folks driving Brand-x cars (including me), and the attendee 

list topped 60 people.  

(Ah, yes! Packards on the road and in the rain no less! This brings back fond memories of the Lincoln Highway 
tours. –Ed.) 

This is a crowd that is very familiar with a Western Regional tour, as it 

goes on every year for the past 40+ years. This is the second time Karen 

and I have attended and we enjoy the good fellowship shared by the 

members from so many regions. It is nice to be part of something special, 

and we are welcomed unconditionally. Our thanks go to Matt and Karla 

Hackney, the Regional Director of Oregon and his wife, for the hard work 

they put in, along with Joe Munsch, who moved north to Oregon last year 

from the Bay Area. Many other people helped as well, for it takes many 

hands to pull off an event of this magnitude in such fine fashion. 

Karen and I drove up Wednesday May 15, spending the night in San Jose with family before driving the final 

leg of the journey Thursday May 16. Good thing we broke up the trip, because north of Lake Shasta the rain 

that dogged us the entire way became severe, clogging I-5 with traffic due to accidents. We arrived at the 

Ashland Hotel safe and sound and promptly waded into the enthusiastic Packard crowd. Matt and Karla had a 

table set up on the lobby with all goodie bags and the itinerary. From that moment, events began to take off. 

That evening was a welcome gathering at Caldera, a local brew house and restaurant a short walk away. 

Turned out the place was packed, so many drifted over to the Mexican restaurant just down the road. It all 

worked out just fine. It was great to say hello and renew friendships with many fine people. 

Next morning, Friday May 17, the driver meeting was at 8 and we took off east on Hwy 62 over the pass to 

Klamath, following the river to its headwater lake of the same name. This is historic country, as we traversed 

the passage that was used by early emigrants to Oregon in 1846-7, and was tramped by explorers, settlers, 

and soldiers (John C. Freemont) to move to and from California in the 1840’s. We stopped at the Running Y 

Ranch & Resort for a delicious luncheon buffet. Afterward our destination was the Train Mountain Railroad. 

Yes, we are car people, but trains are neat, too! Thinking this was a rail museum 

we were surprised to find, yes, some antique train cars in the yard. This place is 

really a hobbyist’s paradise. The TMRR is on 2,200 acres of land and its scaled down 

trains operate on 37 miles of track going through forest, over streams, bridges, and 

tunnels. The hosts offered us the 45-minute ride or the 1-½ hour ride. We opted 

for the former. Twenty people hopped aboard cars, which were pulled by four 

engines! Along the way the engines struggled and then ground to a halt. Turns out 

some oil had spilled on the tracks, causing the drive wheels to spin helplessly. 

Sitting in the back I hopped out several times to assist the caboose engineer push, and we managed to get 

the train moving again, to smiles and thumbs-up. Back at the railyard, naturally we broke out into a rendition 

of “I’ve Been Working on the Railroad”. Courtesy of Earl C Anthony Region 
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The afternoon offered a couple hours of free time so Karen and I drove up to Crater 

Lake, a first for us. Spring changed back to winter as we arrived at the 6,000 ft 

overlook in 32 degrees F.  Snow covered the lodge and gift store, and the park 

service dug a path to the front door with snow over 10 feet deep. As we gazed down 

on the beautiful lake, snow began to fall in force…time to go!  

Saturday started with a lengthy tour through the back country to Grants Pass for 

a visit to Randall Grubb’s Garage. Here in the back woods of Oregon resides a 

genius.  An artistic talent and first-rate mechanic, Randy does incredible things 

with aluminum.  Perhaps his most noteworthy product of the ten vehicles he has 

completed is the monster he built for Jay Leno. Some of you may have seen this 

car. Built on a 190” w/b RR this 2-seater car is powered by a 1600 hp RR Merlin 

aircraft engine.  In highly polished aluminum it gleams brightly and breathes fire 

quite literally out of its multiple exhaust ports. At present Randy is working to 

create a new body for an old VW microbus, which no doubt will be a work of art by 

the time he is through.  

Next on the agenda was a tour of the Glass Forge, a shop in Grants Pass that makes and 

sells blown glass art objects. The owner/proprietor gave us several demonstrations of 

how he turns molten glass into pieces of art…he made it look so easy. Afterward, folks 

browsed the forge’s store for precious objects to take home. 

We returned to Ashland with not much time to spare to get ready for the gala banquet 

at the Jacksonville Inn. The large group took over the entire front of the restaurant. 

Service was excellent. Chat was lively and speeches afterward gave kudos to the 

Hackneys and their entire team for putting together an action-packed and enjoyable 

weekend. When I got up to invite everyone to San Diego in 2021 the response was over 

the top in terms of enthusiasm. We have a tough act to follow, but I know we are up for 

the challenge. 2021 will be fun! 

Apparently, this Packard was named "Old Ugly" because 
it was in pretty bad shape when the owner got it. 

This according to the story that was attached to the car. 

Karen looks a bit chilly 

Ye Old Glass Blower 

Mr. Schauer riding the rails 

Milton Wheeler a PAC member as well as a

member of the MBCA and a friend of Steve's

Group enjoys picnic lunch at Bear Creek 

Park. Courtesy of Earl C Antony Region 

Lunch at Bear Creek Park 

Mr. Schaue
Mr. Schauer riding the rails Milton Wheeler a PAC member as well a 

member of the MBCA and a friend of Steve's  
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From the August 2000 Predictor 
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WIN A CHICKEN DINNER WINNER 

We Have a Chicken Dinner Winner:  Mr. Phil Pizzuto! 

THIS IS A 1936 Horch 

This is a 1936 Horch 856 Special Roadster chassis number 853268. The chassis was purchased in Hungary in 

2011 by Appel Klassiker. The cars original body was lost during WWII or after, thus it is not known if the 

body originally carried a factory Sports Cabriolet or if an independent coach maker built the body when new. 

The restoration/recreation was performed by the former Horch Classics. The restoration was completed in 

2011 and several thousand hours were used to complete the restoration. A replica body in the style of the 

Horch 853 Special Roadster was built for the car. It is believed that only seven originals of these cars were 

built and only four of the original still exist.  

This car sold for $775,000 at the RM Sotheby's auction this year at Amelia Island. The car sold for $544,000 

in 2018 at the Bonhams, Amelia Island auction. Wonder what it will go for at the next auction? 

The car on the left was 

parked next to me at Amelia 

Island a few years ago. The 

one on the right belongs to 

Russ Bees, the man who 

restored Buttercup. The car 

was made by a very famous 

automobile maker and a few 

were brought to the U.S.A. 

It gained some notoriety due 

to the engines it used. 

Who can identify the make and model of this little speedster automobile? 

Be the first on your block to win that chicken dinner 

by sending Steve the make and year of this car. 

**CHICKEN DINNER RULES. CONTESTANTS MAY ONLY WIN 2 CHICKEN DINNERS PER CALENDAR YEAR 

Even if you have won your allotted limit, please guess anyway and if you’re correct, the editor will buy you a 
big orange drink at our next event. 
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SOMEONE HAS TO BE THE FIRST 
By Steve Ross 

The death of Henry H. Bliss (June 13, 1830 – September 14, 1899) was the first recorded case of a person 

being killed by a motor vehicle accident in America. 

On September 13, 1899, Henry Hale Bliss was disembarking from a streetcar at West 

74th Street and Central Park West in New York City, when an electric-powered 

taxicab (Automobile No. 43) struck him and crushed his head and chest. He died from 

his injuries the next morning. Arthur Smith, the driver of the taxicab, was arrested 

and charged with manslaughter but was acquitted on the grounds that he had no 

malice, nor was he negligent. The passenger, Dr. David Edson, was the son of former 

New York City mayor, Franklin Edson. 

A plaque was dedicated at the site on September 13, 1999, to commemorate the 

centenary of this event. It reads: "Here at West 74th Street and Central Park West, 

Henry H. Bliss dismounted from a streetcar and was struck and knocked unconscious 

by an automobile on the evening of September 13, 1899. When Mr. Bliss, a New York 

real estate man, died the next morning from his injuries, he became the first recorded motor vehicle fatality 

in the Western Hemisphere. This sign was erected to remember Mr. Bliss on the centennial of his untimely 

death and to promote safety on our streets and highways." 

The ceremony was attended by his great-granddaughter, who placed roses on the place where Bliss was 

struck. 

BUT WAIT! THERE'S MORE! 

 Bliss's stepdaughter, Mary Alice Altmont Livingston, who assumed the 

surname "Fleming", was tried for the murder of her mother, Bliss's ex-wife, 

Evelina Bliss, by means of poisoned chowder. She was found innocent. 

The New Yorker, (April 6, 1935 page 69) tells of the murder committed by 

Mrs. Fleming whose real name was Miss Mary Alice Almont Livingston. After 

a series of love affairs, some breach of promise suits, and two children, she 

decided to call herself Mrs. Fleming. Her father, the county judge in Almont 

died, and left his widow some $85,000. His widow married a man by the 

name of Bliss. Mrs. Fleming and the Bliss family weren't on good terms. In 

August 1895, Mrs. Fleming sent Grandma Bliss some clam chowder and pie, 

and she died that night from arsenic poisoning. Mrs. Fleming won the trial 
and inherited the money. 

Her trial was the most sensational happening in New York City in 1895. Mrs. 

Mary Alice Almont Livingston Fleming had four children and was never 

married but managed to live a luxurious life style. Scandal was her middle 

name apparently. Isn't it ironic that the first person killed by an automobile was a prominent citizen and the 

passenger in the cab was also well known? 

Could this be the car that killed Henry Bliss? In 1899, ninety nine percent of the 

cabs in New York City were electric and were built by the Electric Carriage and 

Wagon Company of Philadelphia. 

Henry set a deadly trend; records indicate that there were 3,613,732 motor 

vehicle fatalities in the United States from 1899 to 2013. That is 30,367 per 

year, and from 2013 to the end of 2018 there have been 151,350 more 

deaths. This is a staggering number, in my opinion. 

https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Motor_vehicle_accident
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Streetcar
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/74th_Street_(Manhattan)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/74th_Street_(Manhattan)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Park_West
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York_City
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taxicab
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manslaughter
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_Edson
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MEMBERS' CORNER 
FOR SALE 

1948 327 Packard engine for sale, complete 

rebuild, nothing left untouched, call for details, 
Mark Ballerini 760 473-4224. 

1938 Packard 6-Cylinder Engine and 3-Speed Transmission for Sale. 

The engine was in running condition when it was removed from the car. It developed a knock which is probably a loose 
connecting rod. The engine has well under 10K miles on it since being overhauled about 4 years ago. The cylinder head 
was resurfaced and the cylinders were bored. Then, all new valves & guides and new pistons & rings were installed. 
The engine rebuild work was performed by Kenyon Machine Shop. The flywheel was resurfaced, and a new clutch & 

pressure plate and a new throw out bearing were also installed. 

These parts are located in San Diego, CA. Best reasonable offer. 

A plethora of used Packard parts from Bob Steiner collection, fitting '29 and '36 Super Eight 
models, and some 12-cylinder parts. For an inventory list, please contact Richard Schauer at 
packard1934@sbcglobal.net or phone 760-740-9188. We also have many 1948-1955 Packard 

parts from the Dutch Parker collection. 

1941 Packard Clipper Bicycle 

- Unusual, restored.
Packard blue, with tan pin
striping.

New chrome & tires.

Packard badge on
steering neck
2,400/offer.
Jay Johnson
626-780-6397,
jahjjmp@yahoo.com

 Contact: Jim Pardubsky 
jampard@dslextreme.com 

OR Lance Haynes 
oldcars@lancedurant.com 

858-271-1929 858-560-5737

1952 Packard- 2 door Model 200-No rust, very 
straight body, No engine or transmission.  A 
project, but all the pieces are there. $1000. Jay 
Johnson.  626-780-6397. jahjjmp@yahoo.com  

mailto:packard1934@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jahjjmp@yahoo.com?subject=Packard%20bicycle
mailto:jampard@dslextreme.com
mailto:oldcars@lancedurant.com
mailto:jahjjmp@yahoo.com?subject=1952%20Pacard%20Clipper
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FOR SALE (Continued) 

1937 Packard 

120C Deluxe 

Touring 

Sedan 

“Survivor” 

Daily Local 

Driver, Runs 

Great, 4th 

Owner 

w/History. 

Original Paint and deep champagne interior; minor wear 

and dings. Previous owner was a Packard Mechanic. 4 New 

Firestone Tires - Deluxe Champion, Gum Dipped, Tube Type 

7.00 - 16. Extra block and drive, tires, front bumper, side 

mirror, condenser, rings, gaskets, window rubbers, bulbs, 

plugs, Packard pressure gauge, oil rags and canvas bags. 

All related manuals including Packard Parts, Technical 

Specifications Manual, Shop Manual, Service Guide, 

Technical Service Data and Packard Club Newsletters (from 

2016-present). As well as the History of Packard book and 

The Rise and Fall of Packard motor book. Vehicle is located 

in San Diego. $36,000. Serious Inquiries Only, Please. 

619.981.4284 dubzero@mac.com 

GOT SOMETHING TO SELL, TRADE, GET RID OF, OR A SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT? 

JUST LET US KNOW 

mailto:dubzero@mac.com
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Webmaster’s Corner 
 By Mark Burnside

What a difference a year (and a half) makes! 

In January 2018 Packards International-San Diego became the Packard Club of San Diego, officially switching 

from a region of Packards International (PI) to a region of Packard Automobile Classics (PAC). 

When we were aligned with PI, we had a website that included such things as a Member Cars page, a 

Membership page (to contact our membership chair to join), a Calendar page, and a Project Parts page. It 

was a pretty basic website, and kinda lame (I can say that, since I was the Webmaster back then, too!) 

Since joining PAC, our website underwent a massive overhaul. The reason was not only to make it the BEST 

Packard Club website in the world, but to make it the BEST Packard Club website for you - our members. 

Our goal is to make it uber-easy for members and potential members to get the most out of their Packarding 

experience. 

Here are some of the things that we've put in place during the last 18 months to help you take advantage of 

everything there is to experience as a member of Packard Club of San Diego: 

1. You can Register for Events on-line. Either through the flyer found in the most current edition of the

Predictor, or through the Calendar Page on the Website, there is a link allowing you to register for an

upcoming event. Gone are the days when you needed to mail in a registration form. Just a few clicks

of the mouse and you're set to go!

2. You can Pay for Events on-line. If an upcoming event has a prix fixe (either entry fee meals), the

accompanying flyer offers the ability to choose your options and pay securely on-line, either with a

major credit card or via PayPal. No more writing a check and mailing it along with that pesky

registration form.

3. You can Renew Your Club Membership on-line. We offer a streamlined renewal process if nothing

has changed in the past year. And again, you can pay your dues via PayPal. Since dues payment is

required at the end of the year, you can renew on-line and have more time for holiday festivities!

4. You can Shop on-line. Our Packard Parts on-line Store has a wide assortment of Packard parts.

Buyers can see the available part, read the specifications, order in the quantity desired, and pay

securely via PayPal. The store checkout automatically calculates shipping costs and gives you the

total. The only thing better would be if we were like Amazon and could have that part to you

overnight. We're working on that.

5. New members can Join our Club on-line. That's right. Prospective members can complete an

application form and pay their dues with a credit card! And if you're an existing member but have

moved, sold or bought another Packard, you can update your information when you renew using the

same form. The links to the membership forms are found on the Membership page of our website.

Of course, there's really nothing wrong with registering for events or renewing your membership with a pen, 

a stamp, and a check if that's what you like. What really matters is you come out and join us for as many 

events as you possibly can. We love seeing you and your Packard! 
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Find the Predictor 

Nobody spotted the Predictor concept car 

hidden in plain sight in June's Predictor 

newsletter. It was in the picture on the top of 

page 13 (see photo, left). We admit, this one 

was pretty tough because it was the front end, 

not a profile picture. But shame on Tom O'Hara 

for missing it! He probably was too focused on 

that trophy to notice the menacing stares 

coming from somewhere over his left shoulder. 

For those new to our monthly game, the object 

is to look for a photograph of Packard’s 

Predictor concept car that is carefully inserted 

somewhere in the newsletter. The first to 

locate it and notify me with the correct answer 

wins a prize! 

Will anyone find the Predictor in this month's 

Newsletter? If you do, Email Me with the 

specifics (wild guesses are OK too!) – and 

thanks for playing! 

DID YOU KNOW THIS ABOUT THE FOURTH OF JULY? 

 The date we celebrate is still being questioned as the correct day. Some say July second, other say

July third.

 In 1778, from his headquarters at Ross Hall, near New Brunswick, NJ, General George Washington

marked July 4 with a double ration of rum for his soldiers and an artillery salute. Across the Atlantic

Ocean, Ambassadors John Adams and Benjamin Franklin held a dinner for their fellow Americans in

Paris, France.

 In 1779, July 4 fell on a Sunday. The holiday was celebrated on Monday, July 5.

 In 1781, the Massachusetts General Court became the first state legislature to recognize July 4 as a

state celebration.

 In 1783, Salem, North Carolina held a celebration with a challenging music program assembled by

Johann Friedrich Peter entitled The Psalm of Joy. The town claims to be the first public July 4 event,

as it was carefully documented by the Moravian Church, and there are no government records of any

earlier celebrations.

 In 1870, the U.S. Congress made Independence Day an unpaid holiday for federal employees.

 In 1938, Congress changed Independence Day to a paid federal holiday.

An 1825 invitation to an Independence Day celebration 

mailto:markburnside@cox.net?subject=I%20found%20the%20Predictor!
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Friedrich_Peter
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Packard Club of San Diego 
2019 Activities Calendar 

Listed below is the 2019 calendar of officially sponsored events by the Packard Club of San Diego. 

Also included are National PAC events sponsored by PAC or one of its regions. 

You must be a member of PAC to attend officially sponsored events. 

Occasionally, this calendar will list events that are NOT sponsored by the club or PAC, but are 

deemed of interest to the membership. Those events are listed in italics. 
Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the tour. 

MONTH DATE EVENT LOCATION TOUR DIRECTOR 

JUL 13 Tour to Casa Romantica San Clemente, CA Richard Schauer 

21-27 PAC 54th National 
Membership Meet 

Lafayette, IN Hosted by the 
Wabash Valley 
Packard Club  

AUG 10 Membership Summer 

Social 

Point Loma, CA Tim Pestotnik 

16-18 Pebble Beach Concours Pebble Beach Golf 
Links, Pebble Beach 
CA  

On Your Own 

Aug 31-

Sep 13 
Lincoln Highway Military 

Convoy Centennial Tour 

Nationwide Steve Ross 

SEP 14 Bob Gunthorp Collection Imperial Beach, CA Steve Ross 

21 Museum of Making 
Music 

Carlsbad, CA Phil Pizzuto 

OCT 9-12 Hershey Swap Meet Hershey, PA On Your Own 

11-13 Overnight Tour to 
Idyllwild 

Idyllwild, CA Richard Schauer 

NOV 17 Leo Carrillo Wash & 
Shine  

Carlsbad, CA Richard Schauer 

DEC 8 Christmas Party The Lazy H Ranch 

Resort,  
Pauma Valley CA 

Steve Ross 

http://packardsandiego.com/UPCOMING/2019%20Casa%20Romantica.pdf
https://pacmeet2019.cornerstonereg.com/
https://pacmeet2019.cornerstonereg.com/
http://packardsandiego.com/Upcoming/2019%20Member%20Social.pdf
http://packardsandiego.com/Upcoming/2019%20Member%20Social.pdf
https://www.pebblebeachconcours.net/events/pebble-beach-concours-elegance.html
https://www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org/tour/2019/
https://www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org/tour/2019/
http://packardsandiego.com/Upcoming/2019%20Museum%20of%20Making%20Music.pdf
http://packardsandiego.com/Upcoming/2019%20Museum%20of%20Making%20Music.pdf
http://hershey.aaca.com/eastern-division-fall-meet/
http://packardsandiego.com/UPCOMING/2019%20Fall%20OVernight.pdf
http://packardsandiego.com/UPCOMING/2019%20Fall%20OVernight.pdf

