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Where Packards Belong 

 

Upcoming Official Packard Club of San Diego Events 

 
 June 15: Packard/Pierce-Arrow Night at Cruisin’ Grand™, Pg 11 
 July 14: Rallye-Tour. Pg 12 
 August 11 Membership Social. Pg 12 
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Fun trivia 
 
 

 Miss Maude Odell, one of the 
first women taxi drivers in 
New York, 1923.  Of course 
she is driving a Packard.  
Maude Odell was also an 
actress so this may be a 
publicity photo 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Why are we talking about Ralph De Palama and a Mercedes in a 
Packard newsletter? The photo of the Aug 19, 2015 Sports Records 
publication was taken at the International Motorsports Hall of Fame 
at the Talladega race track. De Palama had won the Indy 500 earlier 
in the year when the above publication was printed. The Mercedes 
De Palama was driving had been tweaked by Jessie Vincent, Chief 
Engineer at the Packard Motor Company. Prior to that, the Mercedes 
was lagging far behind the competition. It was not uncommon for 
race teams to have their cars modified by Packard including Auto 
Union. De Palma won the Elgin Trophy in 1912 and 1914 as well as 
the Chicago Automobile Trophy in 1913 and 1914. 
  
In the 1915 Elgin race De Palma came in fourth beating Barney 
Oldfield driving a Stutz. Oldfield was flagged, which was not 
uncommon for Barney. He was five seconds behind the leader and 
averaged 75.69 mph. Both of these races were just over 300 miles. 
The Elgin and Chicago Automobile Trophy were run on Saturday and 
Sunday just a day apart with each race being over 300 miles in 
length. Think about it, these vintage cars running flat out for over 
600 miles. De Palama came in eighth in the Chicago Automobile 
Trophy finishing with a broken rod arm. 
 
During his career Ralph De Palama won 2,000 races, set a few speed 
records driving a Packard, and is considered one of the greatest 
drivers of all time. 

 
 
 
 
 

Won Indy in 1915 
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REGIONAL DIRECTOR'S MESSAGE 
By Richard Schauer 

 
Our May schedule was much lighter than that of April.  May 17-19 was the PAC All-Western 
Meet in Auburn, CA.  (See the articles in this issue.)  It was an enjoyable and fulfilling time 
with other Packard enthusiasts.  This fellow will be signing on for more of those in the 
future.  Then May 27 was the Fallbrook Car Show at Pala Mesa Resort.  Packard made an 
incredible showing as one of the two featured marques (see article). 
 
Spring is here in earnest, and I don’t want to hear a bunch o’ excuses as to why you are not 
out driving in your Packard.  At the PAC meet, nineteen Packards showed up from 3 states, 
car years ranging from 1932 to 1956.  They took those mountain roads in stride!  The public 
came running wherever we stopped.  At the Rail Museum in Sacramento we returned to our 

cars after lunch to see a formal photo shoot unfolding in front of and among our Packards.  A beautiful young 
lady was celebrating quinceañera (the Hispanic tradition of celebrating a young girl's coming of age - her 15th 
birthday. Today's celebrations embrace religious customs, and the virtues of family and, social responsibility.) 
Dressed in her full, flowing traditional costume and standing in front of the cars, she was flanked by half a 
dozen handsome young men also traditionally dressed for the occasion.  We kept our distance until the shoot 
was finished.  They were extremely grateful for our presence and patience.  You bet.  Those young people will 
always remember our extraordinary Packards.  There is a whole world of people filled with wonder about 
Packards waiting for us; we have but to fire up that old lady and back her out of the garage for a spell. 
 
I like to brag about “victories” by our members.  We have three to celebrate.  Jim Woolsey completed rebuild 
work on his 1935 limo engine on time to take it on a long distance CCCA tour.  Phil Pizzuto got his leaking 
radiator fixed and completed the engine rebuild on his ’39 World’s Fair car, in time to bring it to the Fallbrook 
show.  Similarly, Paul Santy’s engine rework project was also successfully completed on his ’36 sedan (formerly 
owned by Ron Crampton), and he, too, brought it to the Fallbrook show…two proud guys showing off their 
beautiful cars!  I love sharing stories like this because I believe it enthuses and gives hope to others of you out 
there who may have a project car going.  We would love to see your Packard on the road someday soon, too.  
  
Looking ahead to June 15, don’t forget to sign up for Cruisin’ Grand.  Mark has made registration easy-peasy.  
The event is free, as always, and you don’t have to be a member to attend.  We want as many Packards and 
Pierce-Arrows there as we can get.  
 
Our Packard Club joins San Diego in mourning the loss of Mr. Andy Mills, who passed away Friday, May 18 (see 
article) Our club had the great honor of escorting Uncle Andy (as he would insist you call him) twice at the 
Coronado 4th of July Parade, Avenue of the Heroes segment.  Mark Burnside was the lucky man who 
chauffeured Andy along with as many of his family members as could fit in Miss Daisy.  Andy told us about his 
days aboard the USS Yorktown at the Battle of Midway.  As the mortally wounded aircraft carrier was sinking, 
the captain asked for volunteers to make one last trip back to the ship to retrieve several million dollars in cash 
that was stashed in his personal safe (payroll dollars for the sailors).  Andy said it was uncertain if they would 
be able to cram that much cash into the satchel they had on hand… but they did, and stepped off the stricken 
ship right before it sank.  A true American hero has left us and shall be sorely missed.  
 
I conclude with a story.  One of my great pleasures is hearing car stories from older people.  It is incredible to 
see the warm look elderly people get while gazing at our Packard cars, and their stories are magic.  Jim 
approached me at the Fallbrook show saying my ’34 Packard is a birth year for him.  He told of the 1929 five 
passenger sedan his father bought.  When he was seven his mother would take Jim along when she went 
grocery shopping.  He always waited in the car until she returned.  One particular day he had to pee really bad.  
It seemed forever and his mother still did not come back.  Jim then spotted the map pouches on the inside of 
the back seat door panels and thought “Hmm…”  and so he relieved himself into a map pouch.  His mom 
returned soon thereafter and while putting grocery bags into the back seat saw the wet door panel and asked 
“Now WHERE did this water come from, I wonder?”  Jim just shrugged.  Stories like this are priceless. 
  

Take Dad  for a 
Packard ride on 
Father’s Day 
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PAC All-Western Meet, Auburn, CA 
May 17-19, 2018 
By Mark Burnside and Richard Schauer 

 
What a fabulous new bonus feature our club enjoys as being a region of Packard Automobile Classics. The PAC 
All-Western Tour occurs every spring.  West-coast regions (Washington, Oregon, NorCal, Nevada, Earl C. 
Anthony, and now Packard Club of San Diego) rotate sponsoring the event, and it has covered a lot of ground in 
its 42-year history.  This year’s All-Western Tour was sponsored by the Earl C. Anthony Region and was held in 
Auburn, CA - many miles from their home city of Los Angeles. Our heartfelt thanks go to Earl Rubenstein and 
Andrew Wallace of the ECA Region for working so hard to put on this wonderful event.  Certainly working out 
details of a tour such a great distance away from Los Angeles made the planning more difficult, but you would 
have never guessed it.  Events unfolded without a single hitch. 
 
Packard Club of San Diego was represented by three region members: Richard Schauer, Mark Burnside and 
Tom Taylor (who lives in Beaverton, Oregon!).  In all, 56 people attended from California, 
Nevada, and Oregon, and more came aboard Saturday from the Sacramento area, 
topping 60 attendees represented by 19 Packards.  Mark drove his 1955 Clipper 
“Elvira” and Tom drove his 1953 Convertible Coupe while Richard and Karen drove their 
modern-day Lincoln.  The two Packards recognized as having driven the greatest 
distance to join the tour were both members of Packard Club of San Diego: Tom drove his 
'53 Convertible south 605 miles and Mark drove his '55 Clipper north 524 miles. 
Mark also started out as the “hard-luck case” winner as he had to rebuild Elvira's generator Wednesday night 
May 16, before leaving on the tour the next morning.  Undaunted, Mark and Elvira arrived in Sacramento 
Thursday evening, skidding into town just in time for the first event and meeting up with the rest of the group 
at the “Early Bird Tour” at Ramshead Automobile Collection museum. 
 
Accommodations were at the Best Western Golden Key lodge in Auburn, which has ample parking for Packards 
and areas set aside for trucks and trailers (for those Packards transported to the event via closed container.)  
The itinerary began immediately on the evening of May 17 with a trip into Sacramento to visit the Ramshead 
Automobile Collection, owned by Mr. John H. White, who opened his garage to the Packard Club for this private 
tour.  A very nice selection of various cheeses, salamis and beverages was laid out to satisfy the weary 
travelers’ thirst and hunger as they viewed the collection of cars. 
 
White's collection is divided into three parts: first is a group of Chryslers with Ghia bodies.  Most are prototypes 
with very low production quantities.  On a revolving table stands the showpiece of his collection, a 1954 
Chrysler Ghia coupe (left-center in picture below), restored to perfect condition, and with personal ties going 
back to Mr. White’s childhood. 

 
Next is a collection of original condition low-mileage American cars, including a 1954 Cadillac convertible and a 
stunning 1953 Buick convertible.  Finally are his favorite top-of-the-line production cars. 
  

https://www.ramsheadcollection.com/�
https://www.ramsheadcollection.com/�
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Friday, the drivers’ meeting convened at 9:00, and immediately after the meeting the Packards formed up in 
the Best Western parking lot for the morning driving tour.  Drivers of Brand-X cars were asked (told actually) to 
show some respect by following the Packard caravan and not joining in it. 

 
 
We needed to set out promptly on the driving tour through and around Grass Valley and Nevada City in order to 
arrive at the Empire Gold Mine on schedule between 11:30 and noon.  The route took the 19 Packards (and 
Brand X’s) east on Hwy 49 to Grass Valley, then west on Hwy 20 for a bit, and then a turn onto Pleasant Valley 

Road, which wound lazily up and down the hills before returning the 
cars onto Hwy 49 again above (east of) Nevada City.  The gold country 
scenery is absolutely beautiful and made a perfect backdrop for the 
Packards. Traffic had little impact on the caravan. 
 
 
The weather was perfect.  No cars experienced mechanical trouble.  
Everyone arrived at the gold mine more or less on time, and a 

perfectly prepared 
box lunch was 
promptly provided 
for the peckish 
Packard people. 
 
  

https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=499�
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A special tour commenced at 12:30, lead by a very knowledgeable docent.  The grounds of the mine are 
carefully maintained to look the same as they did when the mine was in full operation. 

  
The visitor center at the park is really a museum.  Once outside, the group went first to a small auditorium 
where information was given about the mine.  Next, everyone walked a short way to the Bourn “cottage”, as it 
is called.  The family home on the property is two-story, with a stone exterior, and is more than 4,800 square 
feet.  Outside the cottage are two beautiful fountains, bringing an element of Feng Schwei to the impressive 
grounds. 

  
 
Built in 1905 by William Bourn, Jr., it features many state-of-the-art comforts, including electricity, indoor 
plumbing, an ice box, lead glass windows (formed into small rectangular shapes in order to better withstand the 
shock waves of day-to-day mining operations), and leather window coverings (again, as a sound absorbing 
material… dynamite operations generally occurred in the mine late at night).  Not far away is the Clubhouse, 

where the Bourns entertained 
friends.  Today it serves local 
dignitaries as the 
headquarters for a country 
club.  See Richard Schauer's 
article later in this Predictor 
about the mine itself. 
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We were then led down a narrow concrete staircase into the mine, where we viewed a transportation car for 
miners and the very steep (35°) descent into the mine.  None of us volunteered to reenact that job. 

  
After touring the Empire Gold Mine, the tour proceeded to Grass Valley to see the shop of Mr. Gary Apple, a 
retired engineer who builds entire cars from scratch.  He begins with a photo (left) of a car he likes and makes 
his own computer-based design.  He then proceeds to fabricate every part himself in his shop. The car he was 
making when we visited was based on a 1946 Delahaye 135M three-door break de chasse (shooting brake). He 
began construction of it on January 1, 2018. 

 
Gary's house is beautiful with a spectacular view for which no photo can do justice or even adequately 
represent.  Parked in the driveway was a bright red car that he finished building late in 2017, based on a 1938 
Alpha Romeo MM roadster.  It's for sale, if you're interested (Note: It has a 6-digit price tag). 

 
  

https://www.youtube.com/user/ideafabinc/videos?reload=9�
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While in Grass Valley, Mark drove by the  
former Grass Valley Packard Dealership and 
snapped a picture of Elvira parked next to the 
building. Built in the 1920's, it housed 
Troutwine Motors from 1950-1956. It is now 
Packard Discount Carpet & Flooring. It still has 
its old blade neon sign which works perfectly 
(see inset picture).  Not many of these signs 
still remain. 
 
We were all on our own for dinner Friday night 
and groups visited the craft breweries and fine 
dining restaurants in abundance in Auburn. 
 
Saturday after the drivers’ meeting at 8:30 am, 
we headed to Sacramento and the California 
Automobile Museum, which is located near Old 
Sacramento.  Richard and Karen rode with 
Mark in Elvira on this day. 
 

 
The museum 
opened early for 
us, and docents 
were on hand to 
show us the 
collection.  
There were 
quite a few rare 
and unusual 
cars on hand, 
such as a half 
dozen Nash 
Metropolitans, a 

1961 Corvair Monza, 1947 Volkswagen Split-Window Sedan, a Vega, a Pacer, a General Motors EV1, and a 
genuine 427 AC Cobra (on loan). 
 

Interestingly enough, one of the 
Packards on the tour was left 
behind at the museum by its 
owner on a 6-week loan.  The 
owner is Mr. Peter Kahn of El 
Segundo, CA  and the car is a 
1936 933 Twelve Sedan.  Peter 
and his son, Mark, drove this 
Packard from El Segundo to 
Auburn before dropping it off at 
the museum. 
  

https://www.calautomuseum.org/�
https://www.calautomuseum.org/�
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Next, we drove into Old Sacramento, and parked in a special, roped-off parking area outside the California 
State Railroad Museum. 

 
 

Again, docents were waiting to give us a tour.  It was incredible 
to see the grandeur and the sheer amount of antique railroad 
pieces on hand.  Of particular interest was the steam 
locomotive (left), used in the final phase of construction of the 
First Transcontinental Railway by Central Pacific Railroad, and 
appropriately named the Governor Stanford (after Hon. A. 
Leland Stanford, one-time Governor of California, founder of 
Stanford University, and first president of Central Pacific 
Railroad.) 
 
We had barely an hour to tour the museum.  That was just 
scratching the surface; one could easily spend a whole day in 
the museum and still miss many of the wonderful exhibits and 
displays (like the extensive model/toy train collection display on 
the second floor). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A 5-minute stroll along the Old Sacramento boardwalk took us to our lunch at the Firehouse Restaurant, a 5-
star culinary establishment not normally open for lunch.  Somehow, Andrew got the owners to make an 
exception for the Packard folk in town that day. 
 

We hopped back in our Packards and drove past the state 
capitol to Sutter's Fort.  Begun in 1839 by the German-
born Swiss pioneer of California John A. Sutter, Sr., it 
acted as town center, trading post, and defensive bastion 
for the populace of young Sacramento.  The fort was 
never fired upon and saw no war action.  A wonderful 
docent was ready to take us around.  We arrived just in 
time for a re-enactment by a crew that thrilled visitors by 
firing off one of the old cannons.  Click here to see a video 
of it.  

https://www.californiarailroad.museum/�
https://www.californiarailroad.museum/�
https://www.firehouseoldsac.com/�
http://packardsandiego.com/Cannon.MOV�
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Back at the hotel to freshen up, and then a short trip to the Auburn Tap & Vine for the concluding banquet.  
Everyone was relaxed and happy after busy, two-plus days, and at the end speeches were made by Earl and 
Andrew, followed by accolades from everyone on such a well-executed and enjoyable tour. 
 

  
 
Many new friends were made on this tour (including meeting Packard Club of San Diego member Tom Taylor of 
Beaverton, Oregon).  From start to finish we felt welcomed and a part of the “gang”. 
 
The date and location of the 2019 All-Western PAC Tour are not yet chosen, but will be announced soon.  Due 
to the extraordinary quality and camaraderie of this tour, you should not miss it.  Drive your Packard (or Brand-
X if you have to) and enjoy one of the great new benefits of being a region of PAC. 

 
 

 
 
 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 
 

• Larry and Judy French   Temecula CA:  1948 Custom Eight Touring Sedan 
 

• Dwain and Georgie Knapp   Vista, CA:  1940 110 Club Coupe  
 

• Mike and Susan Nadeau   San Diego CA: 1936 120-B Sedan 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The Fallbrook Fire Department’s 
Packard Ambulance by Henney. 
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PACKARD/PIERCE-ARROW NIGHT - FRIDAY, JUNE 15, 2018 
by Mark Burnside 

 
 

Our annual flagship event, Packard/Pierce-Arrow Night at 
Escondido’s Cruisin' Grand is only2 weeks away. The date is F r i day 
June 15th. You and your Packard are invited and encouraged to 
attend this FREE event. 
 
Here's the schedule: 
 
6:00 am - Be at TV station KUSI Channel 9, 4575 Viewridge 
Avenue, San Diego, with your classic ride for Dave Stall's morning 
car segment on the Good Morning San Diego Program. Dave will 
choose and interview several owners about their cars and their 
history.  One never knows who he will pick to talk to.  Click here to 
view a segment from several years ago. 

 
7:00 am - We all head to the nearby Studio Diner at 4701 Ruffin Road, San Diego for a group breakfast.  
Breakfast is FREE for drivers of all Packards that show up for Dave Stall's show. 
 
2:30 - 4:15 pm - We meet up at Jalapeño Grill & Cantina at 503 West Grand Avenue, Escondido.   The Packard 
Club of San Diego will a provide a FREE beverage and appetizer for all of those participating in the Parade of 
Packards and Pierce-Arrows. Expect to spend a leisurely late afternoon swapping stories and talking car 
stuff.  Then we'll leave by 4:15 to go form-up for the parade. 
 
By 4:45 pm - Have your classic at the corner of East 4th Avenue & South Ivy Street, Escondido to line up in 
year order for the Parade of Packards & Pierce-Arrows down Grand Avenue 
 
5:00 pm - The Parade of Packards and Pierce-Arrows down Grand Avenue begins. Parade cars will be 

single file in y e a r  order. Oldest car leads the parade. Of the 26 Cruisin' 
Grand nights held every year, this is the only parade of cars prior to the 
start of the event. In past years we had a motorcycle police escort 
courtesy of the Escondido Police Department. We requested the escort 
again this year and hope for confirmation soon. 
 
5:15 pm to 9:00 pm - Your classic buggy is on display on South 
Broadway for the public to see, appreciate, and admire. Expect LOTS of 
questions from the admiring public. (Like: Who made Packards? Is this a 
hearse? Are you the original owner? When did Mercedes stop making 
Packards? How do you shift it?  etc.) Once again, we are planning all the 
niceties that add to the evening: People's Choice Award voting by the 
public, windshield placards for all pre-registered cars, parking in year 
order, a staffed information booth, and more. Be sure to return to your 
classic by 7:30 to see if it is a People’s Choice winner. The presentation of 
the awards will be made by Steve Waldron, Cruisin’ Grand Founder and 
Organizer, at the 8:00 Awards Ceremony.   

 
HOW TO REGISTER FOR PACKARD/PIERCE-ARROW NIGHT AT CRUISIN’ GRAND 

 
We have made it very easy for you do online registration for Packard/Pierce-Arrow Night at Cruisin' Grand.  All 
you need to do is click HERE and fill in the short form.  Once done, click on “I AGREE”.  That's it!  You’re all 
signed up!* 

Please pre-register by June 12, 2018.  We need a count for events of the day. 
 

https://cruisingrand.com/events/view/2018-06-15/06-15-2018-week-11-packards-pierce-arrow-grand-de-elegance�
http://cruisingrand.com/page/about�
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V9ZsKor86ck�
http://studiodiner.com/�
http://www.jalapenogrillandcantina.com/�
https://police.escondido.org/�
http://www.packardsandiego.com/REGISTRATIONS.html�
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JULY RALLYE 
JULY 14, 2018 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, another fulfilled, exciting, educational, and thrilling rallye on the back roads and alleys of San Diego 
County. A perfect setting for the Formula 1 WannaBees and those who want to learn about our County and our 
American Heritage. Bring out the Packard and show those bi-turboed, low slung Mercedes-Benz snots how a 
rallye is done "Old School". We will meet up at Kit Carson Park in Escondido at 10:00 am for a drivers' meeting 
and rallye instruction. The rallye will be 45 to 50 miles in length and will terminate a fine place to have a late 
lunch.  Steve Ross the kind, understanding and benevolent gentleman will return as your Rallye Master. He was 
sent home from that Happy Place about 7 months ago.  Helmets are optional    

 
 

MEMBERSHIP GET TOGETHER AT TIM PESTOTNIK’S HOME 
AUGUST 11, 2018 

 
 

Mark your calendars our Second Annual 
All-Member Summer get together on 
August 11 from 11 am-3 pm at Tim 
Pestotnik’s home in Point Loma, located 
at 1287 Trieste Drive, San Diego 
92107.  Enjoy some good food, nice 
views of the Pacific, and good company 
with all your Packard Pals. Plenty of 
safe, on-street parking, so bring your 
Packard if you can, but come either way. 
 
 
  
Please RSVP to Tim 
at:tim@pestootnik.com by August 6th.  

 
THERE IS NO CHARGE FOR BBQ BRISKET, AND ALL THE FIXIN'S.   

JUST BRING YOUR APPETITE AND PACKARD STORIES. 

  

 

mailto:tim@pestootnik.com�
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FUNERAL OF CHIEF STEWARD ANDY MILLS 
by Mark Burnside 

 
Chief Steward Thomas Anders "Andy" Mills passed away on Friday May 18, 2018 at age 103.  I got to know 
Andy and his family quite well as his chauffeur for the past two Coronado 4th of July Parades. 

  
 
Andy was invited to participate in the parade as a Member of the Avenue of Heroes because he was a WWII 
veteran, having served in the battle of Midway on the USS Yorktown when she was torpedoed and sunk.  He 
was an extraordinary person, to say the least.  With a kind and gentle personality he had a great sense of 
humor and wit.  The last time I saw him (at the Dedication of the Navy Barracks named in his honor), I said: 
"Andy, we have a date on July 4, 2018, correct?"  He smiled and replied: "Mark, I think we may have a 
problem; I'll be there, but will you?" 
 
On Wednesday May 30, Marjo Miller, Dion Dyer, and I attend Andy's funeral service.  It was an extremely well 
planned event with internment taking place in the large mausoleum building (pictured above) immediately after 
the funeral.  A buffet lunch was then provided by Andy's family for all attendees.  I was honored to have been 
invited by the family to formally say good-bye to my friend Andy. 
 
I invited Andy's family to ride with me in the Parade of Packards and Pierce-Arrows at Escondido's Cruisin' 
Grand™ on June 15.  Would you like to meet them?  If so, click here to sign up for the event. 
 

 
June 4 and 5, 1942: The Yorktown CV-5, burning and abandoned after the Battle of Midway. 

  

http://packardsandiego.com/REGISTRATIONS.html�
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FALLBROOK VINTAGE CAR SHOW 
By Steve Ross 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many of us rose at the break of dawn to rendezvous in North County and proceed as a group to the show field where we 
were met by Karl Ramsing who directed us to our place as the honored marque.  Karl's ’29 Convertible Roadster was 
already on the field with car cover in place, making me wonder if he had spent the night there. (He did!) Parking was 
painless and went very smoothly. Karen Schauer brought two boxes of a wide variety of donuts and pastries which we were 
assured were free of calories. I had two! I believe we had 17 Packards on the field with only two no shows. Dick Walworth's 
driver for his 1931 5-Passenger Coupe had the very unfortunate accident of dropping the trunk lid on her hand, breaking a 
couple of fingers!  Ouch, I cringe just thinking about it.  She came to the show with Dick and her bandaged hand. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We had 4 rows of Packards and Rick Habicht's 1937 La Baron Town Car was alone in the fifth row.  
 
To the left is Paul Santy smiling from ear to ear with his 1936 Club 
Sedan making its first appearance at a club event under Paul's 
ownership. In my opinion this is a very nice Packard and I predict it 
will be taking home some awards in the future.  

 
Marjo cleaning her 48 Woodie 
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Rick Habicht's 1937 Twelve La Baron                 Karl Ramsing and Paul Erlich       Past Presidents Phil and Mark 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tom, Tim and Marjo. The Steve Halluska's  Miss Daisy with the Schauer’s award 
guys always want   41 Convertible  winning '34 5-Passenger Sedan 
photo with Marjo. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Dale and Debbie Costanzo          Mark Dimmitt (holding jacket)     Ron Prentice's '49 
                with his 49 Victoria Convertible      Custom Eight 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Marjo, Richard and  Phil        Terry Kaplan and his 1937        Brian Wagner's 1940 Model 120 
           Twelve Convertible Sedan        Touring Sedan 
 

Richard Schauer's 1934 touring Sedan took first place in the  
People's Choice award for Packards. 
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This is from the May 1987 issue of the Predictor talking about the Fallbrook 
Car Show.  Note entry fee was $5.00.  I guess those were the good ol' days. 
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PARTS PARTY 
April 28, 2018 

By Richard Schauer 
 
The event was billed as an opportunity for members to get together, sit and chat, 
ask questions of our technical advisors, enjoy a good bbq’d burger, and maybe 
find some parts they need for their Packard. It came off exactly like that. There 
was Ralph McNeil, having driven the farthest, and I must say it is always great to 
see Ralph and catch up on news. Sam Judd drove darned near as far, as did Bob 
Steiner along with son Eric, and then Robert Sams came up to check things out. 
Mark Dimmitt came, pouring through the Dutch Parker parts to find things he 
needs for his ’49 Packard twenty-third series. Rick Habicht came in search of parts 
for his beautiful ’37 LeBaron. I don’t think Rick was successful in that department, 
but he scored a big, juicy hamburger and some quality mixing time with fellow 
members. Dale Costanzo swung by for a burger. Many of you new (or fairly new) 

members don’t know Dale, but he is a long time member who owns a remarkable 1928 Phaeton touring open 
car that has unfortunately been out of service for a couple years. Dale, too, found no parts, didn’t really come 
for any, but enjoyed one of the big burgers. It was great to catch up on news with Dale, such as he is recently 
retired! Phil Pizzuto came for a visit, taking valuable time out from reassembling his beloved Evelyn. Gary 
Marchetti and Mike Adams came early to jump on the parts sale, and scored some nice finds. Ernie Follis came 
by and was surprised to find some Pierce-Arrow parts he needed. There were so many pleasant surprises with 
people attending that we seldom see. For me it was a thrill to greet Leigh and Mary Lou Johnson. I cannot 
remember the last time I saw either of them. The Johnsons are in good health and spirits, and work is 
progressing on their beautiful 1941 LeBaron Brougham. Jim Woolsey and Mark Ballerini supported the event in 
so many ways, and were officially dubbed our technical advisors, which they certainly are. Tim Pestotnik arrived 
early to open the garage, General Paul Santy was in charge of sales, Mark Burnside was the official 
photographer, Karl Ramsing greeted members and handed out name badges, and Steve Ross was able to 
escape from a marathon phone conference to join the party. 
 
Among the many compliments we received (and there were many) were comments about how we never DO 
this, and should do it more, how fun it was to see old friends and enjoy quality visit time, how nice it was to 
meet new members, and how we turned a parts sale into a party! Yep, we did all that, but the 25+ who took 
the time out of their busy schedules to come are the real heroes in my view. Thank you, everyone. The next 
all-membership social event is in August (see the calendar) at Tim Pestotnik’s house in Point Loma. I hear 
rumors that the incredible tri-tip roasts will be back by popular demand. I can hardly wait. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Let the sale begin   Ernie Follis    Mark Burnside with Chief 
          Parts Officer Paul Santy 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ralph McNeil, Dale Costanzo and S. Ross     Jim Woolsey waits on Cook Richard to serve up a burger 

"THE GENERAL" IN CHARGE OF THE 
CA$H 



Predictor June 2018 Packard Club of San Diego Page 18  

Empire Mine, Grass Valley, CA 
1850-1956 

By: Richard Schauer 
 

In 1850 it was discovered that gold could be found in quartz.  That same year George McKnight discovered a 
quartz outcropping called the Ophir Vein that contained gold near what is currently known as Grass Valley, and 
he immediately filed a claim.  Unable to develop the land he sold the claim in 1851 and it was sold again in 
1852 and then again in 1854, where it was incorporated as the Empire Mine Co.  In 1869 William Bourn 
bought the mine for $350.  Mr. Bourn brought the necessary capital to begin serious mining operations and 
miners came from all over the world to work there.  Prominent among them were Cornish men from England, 
experienced fellows who had long mined tin and copper.  Commencing in 1870 and for the next 80 years 
Cornish men formed the major part of the work force at the mine.   
 
William Bourn died in 1875 and it was generally believed that the mine was “played out” at a depth of 1,200 
feet.  A young William Bourn, Jr. took over operations in 1878 and changed everything.  With the help of the 
newly developed Pelton wheel, water which had seeped in and filled the original mine was pumped out and 
sufficient power was generated by the wheel to operate the entire mining operation.  Hiring his cousin George 
Starr as plant manager was a stroke of genius, and together they developed the most modern, safest, and the 
most lucrative mine in California. 
   
An estimated 5.8 million ounces of gold were extracted during the mine’s tenure.  On average one ounce of 
gold was yielded from each ton of ore.  Incredibly only 26 deaths occurred during the mine’s lifespan, none 
through cave-in (this was hard rock mining).  Health issues sprang from lung disorders predominantly.  Once 
pneumatic drilling was invented in the 1890’s dust increased and respiratory ailments suddenly rose, 
demanding action from the owners.  Unlike the Comstock mine in Virginia City, Nevada, extreme depths did 
not bring hotter temperatures.  This is due to plate tectonics, where the Nevada plate is plunging while the 
California plate is rising (the Sierra Nevada is still rising to this day).  At great depths the temperature in the 
mine was still 65 degrees F.  Power from the 30 foot diameter Pelton wheel drove the batteries of ore 
crushers, which operated 24 hours per day, creating a terrible din.  The Pelton wheel is on display at the North 
Star Mining Museum in Grass Valley, a must see for travelers.  The wheel, powered by water under high 
pressure, spun at the incredible speed of 65 revolutions per minute!  
 
In 1897 work began on the Cottage, which became the primary residence of Mr. & Mrs. Bourn.  Built using 
discarded stone from the mine the house grounds include two fountains, gardens, and a reflecting pool.  
Between 1898 and 1905 the Clubhouse was built, which included tennis courts, a bowling alley, and squash 
courts. 
   
In 1910 the cyanide method for extracting gold was developed and replaced the old chlorination method.  
Work accelerated in earnest after that.  The mining depth reached more than 11,000 feet by the 1950’s.  
William Bourn suffered a stroke in the 1920’s, but continued to live in the Cottage.  A downstairs bedroom and 
bath were built to save him from going up and down stairs.  By 1928 he sold interest in the mine to the 
Nevada City, Newton Mining Company.  He died in 1936.  
 
A philanthropist in his lifetime, William Bowers Bourn built a mansion in San Francisco and the Filoli Estate in 
San Mateo County, which can still be toured to this day.  He improved San Francisco with a water and power 
distribution system.  He sold his power company, which became Pacific Gas & Electric.  When the Hetch Hetchy 
dam was completed and water transported to San Francisco it was distributed using the Bourn water system, 
which includes a huge reservoir on the Peninsula south of San Francisco.   
 
After WWII labor costs, lack of skilled manpower, plus the growing cost of extracting the gold led to closure of 
the mine in the spring of 1956.  Gold yet remains in those mountains, but the mine has once again filled with 
natural ground water, making it economically unfeasible to resume operations, in spite of the current price of 
gold.  At the same time the Empire mine was operating, 95 other mines were also extracting gold in the 
Nevada County region. 
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HCCA TOUR 
By Steve Ross 

A couple of Packards joined a group of 
vintage automobiles at Kit Carson Park 
in Escondido for a Horseless Carriage 
Club of America tour to the Restoration 
Supply facility and then on to Ramona 
for lunch at the Wakeman/Andrews 
Compound.  The 45 mile tour took us 
over some of the finest roads and by-
ways in the county.  The ancient autos 
were all able to make the grade and 
arrived at our destinations safely.  We 
drivers of mid thirties to early forties 
autos should be ashamed of ourselves 

for being hesitant about driving our cars in the back roads with hills, curves and all. In the HCCA a late model is 
a 1915. Some were in the 1906 range. There was a rescue wagon but it was not needed.  They don't seem to 
understand that type of driving just isn't done!  
 
An early version of a radiator 

 
 
The radiator in action.  
The two old tractors 
ran for at least 4 hours 
while we were there.  
They fired about every 
fifteen seconds. 
 

 

 
 

 
There were Ramblers, Model T's, Franklins Model A's and Pierce's on the tour along 
with the two Packards.  All of these old cars made it up the hill to the stopping point 
and it was a very steep hill.   

Our journey ended at a beautiful setting on top of a mountain in Ramona on which has 
been created an authentic mining town with all of the equipment one would expect to 
see.  About seventy five people were served a sit down lunch of fresh cooked Mexican 
food.  
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THE DURO CAR 
 

The automobile that was going to put California and the Pacific Coast on the map as 
the largest automobile manufacturer on the west coast. In the early 1900s very few 
cars were being built and developed on the West Coast. The Mid-West and the East 
were blazing the trail then in the automotive world and the Duro was referred to by 
the builders as Durocar. The players in this endeavor were a Mr. Moreland with an 
impressive background in the automotive world who was working for a Mr. Winton. 

The next player is a guy named William Varney. He came to California from Iowa in 1902 and some 
say he was a dealer for the Tourist automobile in Long Beach. He also was a race driver who won a 
race in his class from LA to Coronado in 1906, presumably in a Tourist Auto, (wonder if he stayed at 
the Del?). In 1907 Mr. Moreland and Mr. Varney were well aware of the strong desire by the West 
Coast car buyer to have a quality automobile built in California. Number three and probably the most 
important was a Mr. Carl Breer of the Stanford University. From here the story gets a bit fuzzy to me 
and most of the story comes for the Los Angeles Herald who seemed to be hyping this car from the 
get go. In 1907 a Durocar Roadster painted cardinal the Stanford colors was delivered to Mr. Breer of 
Stanford University and Mr. Breer was going to be the Durocar agent for San Francisco and Palo Alto. 
The article goes on to say that Mr. Breer is connected with Durocar Company and helped design the 
car. Mr. Moreland was given credit for designing the car. The story continues with Mr. Moreland 
Secretary and Assistant Manager of the company delivering the first Touring Car to Ventura, CA. 
driving it there with four passengers. 
 
From 1907 to 1911 the Durocar built Roadsters, touring sedan and a Runabout. They began with two 
cylinders then to four cylinders. By all accounts and performance in endurance races where it did well 
the Durocar would seem to be contender. Company news releases they have dozens of cars being 
built while another account is 25, so who knows. Durocar was just not meeting performance 
standards for a successful company. One rumor was that partner ran off with the money. The facts 
are the company suffered a severe cash flow problem and shut down in 1911. Knowledge of how 
many and of what models were built seems to be very lacking.   
 
Even though going down the tubes as we say, the advertising manager continued to run Ads and hype right up 

the bitter end 
 
 
The Ad says, "Best of every test. Alone in its class. Our little four 35 h.p 
at $1,750 is equal to any $2,000 to $2,500 car on the market. Built in any 
style of body to suit all purposes. Why buy an eastern-made car when 
home production is as good or better? Let us show you that we can suit 
you on any production." 
 

http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-AmcNmAgqKT0/UWBwP0t-_nI/AAAAAAAABeY/YmQFxI8BLUw/s1600/LA+Herald+Ad1.jpg�
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THE OPEN TOURING CAR. Photo credit: Los Angeles Herald, 1911 
 
 
 

 
 
1908 Runabout 2 cylinder producing 26 HP            (Right) The only Duro known to exist today residing in a 
private collection in San Diego County. Could it be the one in the photo on left at the top of this page? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE BEBE AUTOMOBILE 
 
The Bebe automobile designed by Ettore Bugatti was 
produced and sold by Peugeot. The Bebe featured a four 
cylinder 10 HP engine with a three speed transmission 
and direct drive versus a chain drive. Top speed was 
limited to 36 mph and production ran from 1913 to 1916 
with over 3,000 units produced. The Bebe was sold all 
over Europe and a few found their way to the U.S. The 
Bebe was the first car in the country of Tibet. 
 
The Bebe was used to promote the more modern Peugeot 

automobile. 
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WEBMASTER’S CORNER 

By Mark Burnside 
 

 
Efforts  to update and improve our website for club 
members and our friends continue. 
 

 The Vendor Referral Page (found in the 
Members Only Section) launched on May 
15th. This page, which was sorely in need of 
an update, lists local and regional 
businesses that our members use and feel 
confident in giving a recommendation to 
others. 
 
To access it, scroll towards the bottom right side of the Home page and enter the password 
where indicated.  Click on the button to log in.  Once on the Members Only page, scroll down the 
Nav Bar on the left side until you see Vendor Referral.  Click on that link and you are taken to 
the list. 
 
The list can be sorted in any way you want, with only a click (or tap) on any heading.  To sort 
alphabetically by vendor, click on the heading “Vendor”; to sort alphabetically by the product or 
services, click on the heading “Specialty”, etc.  A link to the vendor’s website or email is provided 
when available.  Also, if you’re using your Smartphone, the telephone number is an active link 
and you can call the vendor directly from the website’s page, just by tapping on the phone 
number! 

  
 An on-line registration form is in place for our own club events.  With just a few clicks, you can 

register for events such as Packard Night at Cruisin’ Grand™, the Annual Summer Social, the 
Christmas Party, and more!  Of course, you will still be able to print and mail the registration 
forms, if you prefer. I’m pleased to report more than a dozen people have signed up so far for 
Packard/Pierce-Arrow Night at Cruisin’ Grand™ on June 15th using the on-line registration form. 
If you haven’t – CLICK HERE. 
 

Future plans for our website include: 
 

 Developing a resource “library” for repair of your Packard.  The back issues of our Predictor 
newsletter contain many useful articles on repair and maintenance of our Packards.  But it takes a lot 
of time to scroll through 40-plus years of newsletters to find that one article you need (I know from 
doing just that!) So efforts have begun to create an index (much like the Vendor Referral listing, 
above) of all the back service articles in the Predictor or elsewhere on our site.  Watch this space for 
updates on progress of this important resource. 
 

 Integrating PayPal into the website to pay for registration fees, etc.  As you know, we already accept 
PayPal in our Store.  PayPal will soon be available, in conjunction with on-line registration forms, to 
pay for many of the events that have registration fees. 

 
If you have any suggestions for things you would like to see on the Packard Club of San Diego website, please 
drop me a note and tell me.  

 
 

http://packardsandiego.com/REGISTRATIONS.html�
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MEMBERS' CORNER 
FOR SALE 

 
 

This 1955 Packard Patrician is a candidate for 
restoration. All the parts are there, frame is straight, 
and the car is relatively rust free. This was the top of 
the line for Packard in 1955 and has the new Packard 
V8 engine for 1955. ASKING $1500. Call Ray Mercado 
at 619-947-2202 for more information. If no answer 
please leave a message. 

 
 
 

 
 

1948 327 Packard engine for sale, complete rebuild, nothing left 
untouched, call for details, Mark Ballerini 760 473-4224. 
 

 
 
 
 

1956 Packard Clipper Custom. 28,753 original 
miles, original interior, paint is 3 years old. 
Mechanic owned and runs excellent. New air 
conditioner added and works perfectly. Call for 
more details. Located in Orange, CA. Call Eddy at 
949-929-3277. Asking $22,000 
 
 

 
 

 
1931 Packard Standard Eight Sedan, Model 826. Was fully 
restored in 2005. Won several awards when shown. Many 
spare parts and full documentation regarding the restoration. 
Located in Oceanside. Please call if you have questions or for 
further details. Asking $34,000. Bill Freed. Cell: 760-525-
4100. 

 
GOT SOMETHING TO SELL, TRADE, GET RID OF, OR A SPECIAL 

ANNOUNCEMENT? JUST LET US KNOW: 
 

info@packardsandiego.com 

 
IF YOU HAVE SOLD AN ITEM YOU HAVE LISTED, PLEASE LET THE EDITORS 

KNOW SO WE CAN FREE UP SPACE FOR OTHERS 
  

mailto:info@packardsandiego.com�
mailto:info@packardsandiego.com�
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2018 Calendar of Events 
Listed below is the 2018 calendar of officially sponsored events by the Packard Club of San Diego. Also included 
are National PAC events sponsored by PAC or one of its regions. You must be a member of PAC to attend 
officially sponsored events. Occasionally, this calendar will list events that are NOT sponsored by the club or 
PAC, but are deemed of interest to the membership. Those events are listed in italics. 

 Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the tour.  

MONTH DATE EVENT  LOCATION TOUR DIRECTOR  

JUN 15  Packard / Pierce-Arrow Night 
at Escondido's Cruisin' Grand™  

Escondido, CA  Mark Burnside  

JUL 
  
  

1-6 53rd PAC National Meet Columbus, OH  Buckeye 
Packards 

4 Avenue of the Heroes Parade Coronado, CA  Contact Richard 
Schauer  

14 Rallye Tour with Mercedes-Benz Club San Diego County  Steve Ross 

AUG 11  Packard Club of San Diego 
Annual Membership Social 

Home of Tim Pestotnik  Tim Pestotnik  

24-
26  

Pebble Beach Concours d'Elegance Pebble Beach Golf Links, 
Pebble Beach, CA 

On Your Own 

SEP 22 Donut Pusher Tour  All around San Diego  Mark Burnside  

OCT 3-6 Hershey Swap Meet Hershey, PA  On Your Own 

13 Oktoberfest BBQ at the Garage w/ Technical 
Session  

Escondido  Tim Pestotnik  

14-
19 

11th Henry B. Joy Tour (When new page opens, 
click on HJ Tour 2018 in upper left corner) 

French Lick, IN    

21 Cops and Rodders Fall Pow-Wow Embarcadero Marine Park N 
(Seaport Village) 

On Your Own  

NOV 3  Winery Tour  Highway 78 Escondido 
to Ramona  

Richard 
Schauer  

DEC 1 Packard Club of San Diego Christmas Party  Pauma Valley, CA  Steve Ross  

2 Bells of Freedom  Marine Corps Air Station at 
Miramar  

Contact Catherine 
Woolsey 
or Marjo Miller 

 

http://packardsandiego.com/UPCOMING/2018%20P-PAN.pdf�
http://packardsandiego.com/UPCOMING/2018%20P-PAN.pdf�
https://packardclub.org/html/meets.htm�
http://www.pebblebeachconcours.net/�
http://packardsandiego.com/UPCOMING/The%20Great%20Donut%20Pusher%20Driving%20Tour.pdf�
http://www.hersheyaaca.org/fallmeet.html�
https://mvsmucker1971.myportfolio.com/hj-tour-2018%22�
http://lazyhranchresort.com/�

