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President, Richard Schauer 
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Vice President: Tim Pestotnik 
tim@trpg.com 
 

Treasurer & Newsletter Editor: 

Steve Ross 

(619) 508-3925 

inewsx@sbcglobal.net 
 

Secretary  & Historian: 

Brian Wagner 
wagnerindy@sbcglobal.net 

 

Membership Chair: Karl Ramsing 

(760) 726-595 
kpramsing@sbcglobal.net 

 

Projects Chair: Paul Santy 

(760) 434-2503 
pjsanty@sbcglobal.net 

 

Webmaster and Newsletter 

Publisher: Mark Burnside 

(619) 322-9340 
markburnside@cox.net 

---------------------------------------------- 

 

National: 
Web: www.PackardsInternational.com 
Email: info@PackardsInternational.com 

 
San Diego Region: 
Web: www.PackardSanDiego.com 

Email: info@PackardSanDiego.com 
 

ANNUAL CALENDAR OF EVENTS PLANNING MEETING JAN 
14th. HELP US PLAN A FUN-FILLED YEAR FOR 2017.  Page 11  

Annual PI Membership Meet is Feb 17-19, 2017 at the 

DoubleTree in Orange, CA.  Mark your calendar now.  Page 12 

Parkinson's Benefit March 4, 2017.  An opportunity for us to 
give back and do good things with our Packards. Page 16  

 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP IN OUR GREAT CLUB 

Page 2 

March 24-26, 2017 Palm Springs "Fling". Page 17 

 

Packard is the featured marque at the April 7-9, 2017 La 

Jolla Concours d'Elegance.  Page 18 

mailto:richard1934@sbcglobal.net
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mailto:wagnerindy@sbcglobal.net
mailto:kpramsing@sbcglobal.net
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http://www.packardsinternational.com/
file:///C:/Users/STEVER/Downloads/info@packardsinternational.com
http://www.packardsandiego.com/
mailto:info@packardsandiego.com
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I HAVE SOMETHING TO TELL YOU 
 

In the most unlikely event that you have not renewed your membership in our great club, 
now is the time to get 'er done!!! The thought of not being a part of this wonderful group of 

Packard enthusiasts is frightening and depressing to me.  Not only will you not get the Predictor you 
will not receive the Packards International Magazine, nor will you be aware of the fabulous tours and 

other events the club provides for you and your Packard to enjoy.  In addition to all this, you will be 
missed by all of us and we will wonder how you are and how your vintage Packard is getting along.  

 

Here is how you may stop all these bad things from happening.  Send $60.00 (along with 

the form on the next page) to Karl Ramsing at 1024 Alta Vista Drive, Vista, CA, 

92084-5520 

 

Let's help out our membership chairman this year and renew 

on time so poor Karl doesn't have to call us 2 or 3 times. 

 
For your convenience a membership application/renewal form is on the next page 
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 MEMBERSHIP      

APPLICATION 

New Membership?   Renewal?   

 

          
 

 
 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL MOTOR CAR CLUB 
Email: info@packardsinternational.com 

 

 
Your Name   
 
Address   
 
City/State/Zip  
 
Tel:  Email:   
 

PI INTERNATIONAL DUES:  $45.00 

SAN DIEGO REGION DUES:  $15.00 

TOTAL:           $60.00 

 

Payment Method: Check #  ______ 
 
 

 

Send this form along with a check in the amount 

of $60.00 to: 

Karl Ramsing, 1024 Alta Vista Drive, Vista, CA, 

92084-5520 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

WE WANT YOU ON OUR CREW 

 

 

More than a club; a lifestyle

2017 

mailto:info@packardsinternational.com


Predictor January 2017 Packards International San Diego Region Page 4   

 

President’s 

Message - Final 
2016 - 
By: Richard Schauer 

 

A new year is about to begin and with it new 
opportunities for us all.  I hope everyone had a 

safe, healthy, and enjoyable holiday season! 
The first order of business is to talk about your 
new Board for 2017. 

 
 

Votes are tallied, and here are the results: 
  

 President:  Richard Schauer 
 Vice-president: Tim Pestotnik (our newest board member) 
 Treasurer:  Steve Ross (Steve is also the Predictor Editor again) 

 Secretary:  Brian Wagner (who also acts as Club Historian as well as a frequent  
    Predictor contributor) 

 
Continuing in their current roles are: Karl Ramsing as Membership Chair, Paul Santy for Projects, and 
Mark Burnside as our Webmaster & Predictor Publisher. 

    
The jobs done by our board members should not be taken lightly.  It is a great deal of work to 

efficiently operate an organization of this magnitude (74 members at the time of this writing).  Our 
goal is to do so as seamlessly as possible while never forgetting our job is to serve the members.  The 
job is done selflessly and with great joy. 

 
Speaking of membership, I would be derelict in my duties if I did not remind everyone to fill out the 

renewal form (as soon as you are finished reading another impressive issue of the Predictor) and send 
it along with your $60.00 to Karl Ramsing.  We have a great year to look forward to with our 
Packards.  Already our calendar of events is taking shape.  Depending on when this issue of the 

Predictor hits the streets there may yet be time to sign up for the New Year’s Day brunch at the Hotel 
Del Coronado.  It remains our most popular event of the year.  Next up is our planning meeting, 

scheduled for January 14 at the San Diego Police Museum starting at 10:00 am.  Members are invited; 
come, have fun, and contribute ideas.  February 17-19 is the P. I. annual membership meet in 
Orange, with a trip planned for the General Lyon private collection as one of the highlights.  Then in 

March we return for our first overnight tour of the year; this time to Palm Springs.  Please see the flier 
in this issue. 

 
One outreach event is already locked in for 2017; we have been invited back to participate in the 
Coronado Fourth of July Parade with WWII and Vietnam War Heroes riding in our Packards.  Seating is 

limited (er, um, that is the number of Packards requested is limited), so if you want to participate in 
this unique and unforgettable event please let Richard Schauer know as soon as you sit down and 

review your calendar…It is first come, first served.  Who knows what other exciting events will be 
planned for next year?  We all have nice things to look forward to with our beloved club.  
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Speaking of 2017 events, the April 7-9 La Jolla Concours is shaping up to be a very nice event, 
especially for Packard owners.  Please see the flyer later on in this issue.  I see this as a premiere 
showcase for Packard automobiles.  The La Jolla Historical Society has taken steps to accommodate 

this year's featured marque, which is of course Packard.  Two categories are open to Packard owners, 
and a great value they are!  You know me pretty well by now.  I tend to view the world through rose 

colored glasses.  How many adoring guests at the concours will take away with them a newfound love 
for our wonderful Packards and want to get one for themselves?  It is exciting when a new person 
joins our ranks; indeed we need "new blood” to keep our club thriving.  So, if you have not yet 

registered, I urge you to do so for the Concours or the Motorcar Classics section (otherwise known as 
the Packard Car Corral).  The maximum number of cars for the Concours has been reduced by 25% 

for 2017, so it is important to register as soon as possible, even if your car is still in work and not yet 
ready. 
 

Have you noticed how often Packard automobiles are seen in film?  Just saw the rerun of The Aviator, 
about Howard Hughes.  Yep, there outside the hanger over Leonardo DiCaprio’s shoulder is a dark red 

’41 Packard.  Then on Last Man Standing, Christopher Walken, the consummate bad guy, drives up 
through the thick dust in what may be a 29 or 30 Packard open car.  The Packard watches as Walken’s 
character gets gunned down by Bruce Willis.  Twin late 30’s Packard cars roar through London in The 

Mummy Returns, getting shot at and rained on.  Then in The Adams Family Lurch drives Gomez and 
Mortisha around in a beautiful Packard convertible sedan through two films.  Does anyone know the 

year/model of that car?  How many films can you name that contain Packard automobiles?  They pop 
up in the darnedest places, and it is always a pleasure to see them.  Seeing those fine cars in often 
precarious circumstances does not make me eager to see my Packard in film, however.  Let 

someone’s Ford get shot up like in Bonnie and Clyde. 
 

Hopefully your Packards are running well and ready for another exciting year.  I look forward to seeing 
each and every one of you in 2017!  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

TRAGEDY AT ST. JOHN'S CONCOURS 
Steve Ross 

 

The 1937 Packard Super Eight shown below was the subject of a bizarre incident at the St John's Concours this year when 
it rolled down the hill into a pond and was totally submerged!  This had to be one of the Ahh S**t moments of a lifetime.   

To add to the irony it had just won Best in Class.  Divers had to be brought in to assess the situation and connect lines to 
drag the car out of the pond.  This incident has been a subject in most of the recent classic car magazines.  A couple have 
even had contests for captions written for the photo of the diver and the Packard emerging from the depths of the pond.   I 

must admit some were very good. The photos below were taken at Pebble Beach last year. 
 
The Packard is owned by the well known Packard collector Ralph Marano who will be attending the PI membership meet 
next month. 
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CHRISTMAS REPORT 
Steve Ross 

 

The annual San Diego Region's Christmas/Holiday Party is in the history books.   Oh 
and what a party it was!  Good cheer and laughter filled the old John Wayne room 
once again with holiday spirit.  We were greeted at the door by Santa Chief Marshall 

Captain Sugar Bottom and his snowman assistant.  There was also the obligatory elf 
to keep things balanced.  Jack Hall and the Lazy H crew went all out in decorating 

the room for us.  It was Christmassy and cozy with a fire in the fireplace.  
 

The table is set and ready for some 

Prime Rib of Beef roasted to 
absolute perfection.  As guests 

began to arrive yours truly noticed 
that there were a lot of folks that 
drove their Packard!  Since anyone 

who drives a Packard gets a free 
drink of their choice on me I am 

beginning to wonder if this was such a good idea.  In 
the final analysis and cost accounting it was well worth 
the cost to see all those Queens and Kings of the Road 

doing what they do best - still! 
 

The gift table was once again loaded to the gills with 
strange and exotic gifts to be drawn by the guests and 
then carefully inspected, then stolen or traded, if not 

hidden too well.  Some of the Packard people were not 
pleased to give up the treasure they had just selected.   

 

The trick to selecting your gift is to try and figure out 

what is in the wrapped box.   Wine is usually not too 
hard, but other than that it is difficult.  The Pros at this 
say there is a strategy but I fail to see it.  You draws 

your number and takes your chances.  What has been a certainty is that the gifts are always nice.  
No white  elephants in this group. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil Pizzuto, Catherine Woolsey and Heather   Tom O'Hara, Peggy Ramsing, Dale and Debi 

Pizzuto paused for a photo during the social   Costanzo 

hour.  Don't you love that Christmas sweater? 

Too pretty for the ugly sweater contest. 
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LEFT: Tom O'Hara, 

Richard Schauer and 
Dale Costanzo. 

 

 

 

 

 

RIGHT: Debi 
Costanzo, Brian 

Wagner, Karl 
Ramsing, Karen 

Schauer, and Peggy 
Ramsing. 

 

So the gift exchange begins.  Going around the table from the left is Dale Costanzo's back, President 

Schauer, Mark Burnside, Arvilla and Larry Johnson, Peggy and Karl Ramsing, Heather and Phil 
Pizzuto, Catherine Woolsey, Tim Pestotnik, Tom O'Hara and our resident scribe and keeper of the 
records Brian Wagner.   Phil Pizzuto is in the process of opening his gift as the audience looks on like 

a pack of vultures.  Good luck Phil.  Note how Mark Burnside is bathed in a shaft of sunlight.   

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Phil's prize.  As I recall he did not   Tom O'Hara affectionately touching his bottle of Skyy 
keep it very long.     vodka as Tim unwraps his gift.  The Woolsey's look on 

       with that look of "Wonder what it is and do I want it? 
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As Heather looks on laughing and Phil looking as if nothing is going It looks like Tom lost out on 

on here, his former BFF Dale Costanzo swoops in for the kill and   the Skyy vodka and now has a 
takes the little car.   The Woolseys are amused.   We will check on  Christmas Candle  light. 

them later. 
LEFT: Dale now has a 

flashlight set.  Wonder what 
happened to the car he stole 
from Phil?  Oh well, Karen  

Schauer looks happy. 

 

 

 

RIGHT: Debbie Costanzo 
unwrapping her gift. 
We all wish her luck  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Woolsey unwrapping his gift as Tim  It looks like Jim has a smashed wine bottle clock. 
Pestotnik and Heather feign having no   I wonder for how long? 
interest. 
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Arvilla and Larry Johnson admire Karl's photo of Packards at the Brown Derby diner.  Karl is hidden 

behind the table decoration.  Heather and Phil are getting a good look. 
 

 

You may have noted that, in spite of the drama of the gift exchange as in "theft", how everyone in 

the photos is smiling or even laughing!  The ambience of the John Wayne Room is reminiscent of the 
period when our Packards were at their zenith.  The food is excellent in keeping with our traditions.  
Our every need was attended to with grace and promptness by Heather, Sybil and Rachael.   Let's 

see who else came to the party: 
 

THAT WHICH BROUGHT US ALL TOGETHER, THE PACKARD AUTOMOBILE 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Two world famous and world travelled Packards.  On the left Miss Daisy a 1949 Super Eight Limo and 

on the right a 1935 Twelve Limo.  These automobiles are currently in the care of Mark Burnside and 
Jim Woolsey, respectively. 
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Brian Wagner's 1940 Touring Sedan hangin' with Steve Ross's 1939 Super Eight Sedan (Buttercup). 

 
 

Richard Schauer's 1934 Touring Sedan and a 1929 Convertible Coupe owned by that Wild and Crazy 
Man-About-Town, Karl Ramsing. 
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2017 Activities Calendar 

Planning Meeting 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Please join us on January 14, 2017 at the San Diego Police Museum to plan our fun-filled 2017 

calendar of events.  If you can't make it, just send your ideas to any board member and they will 
present for you.  We are up for just about anything so long as it is legal, or perhaps even a gray area.  

We will start the meeting at 10:00 am.  If you can join us, please let Richard Schauer know so we 
can be sure to have enough chairs around the table to accommodate everyone. 

 
ADDRESS IS: 4710 COLLEGE AVENUE, SAN DIEGO, CA 

  
Any SD Region member is most welcome to attend this meeting. In fact we would be 
delighted to have you join us.  We know lots of people do not like meetings.  In many cases 

they get enough of them at work.  Soooo, with our world of social media and e-mail you may 
get information to any board member quickly and easily.  Why not sit down and type out a 

short message to any or all board members with a short message perhaps saying "I liked 
_______________ that we did last year OR I would like to see us______________."  Many 

of you can do that on your cell phone. We try to be like the Pizza Hut slogan "Makin' it 
Great Again and Again". 
   

 
 
  
 
 

 
 

DON'T LET THIS HAPPEN TO US! 
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TREMBLE CLEFS CAR SHOW BENEFIT 
IN SUPPORT OF THOSE THAT SUFFER FROM PARKINSONS disease 

 

   

  

   This is a benefit for those who suffer 

from Parkinson disease and worthy 
cause for us to support.  

   

 There will be free continental 
breakfast, entertainment, vendors 

and of course trophies.  Your board 
will consider giving awards as well as 
other goodies.  Check out the 

website for more information at 
http://www.trembleclefs.com/. 
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PALM SPRINGS, SPRING TOUR 
March 24-26, 2017 

 

Join your friends in the Packard Club for a trip to Palm Springs March 24 (Friday) 

through March 26 (Sunday), 2017! Back by popular demand we will once again visit 
the Triada Hotel Palm Springs at a nightly rate of $200/night plus tax, with a two night 

minimum.  Built in 1929 and formerly known as the Spanish Inn, Triada has historical 
significance because it was frequented by the rich and famous in Hollywood’s heyday 
and was once owned by actor Alan Ladd (you can visit Liz Taylor’s room).  Triada is 

located in the historical Movie Colony neighborhood.  The room rate is held for Packard 
Club members for a limited number of rooms.  Interested parties are urged to respond 

quickly.  This weekend promises to be an excellent opportunity for all of us as it 
coincides with the Antique Car Club of America's Western Meet for 2017.  Several 
hundred cars are expected in town for that Meet, according to their national office. 

More on that as the weekend approaches.  
 

The plan is for everyone to arrive at Triada Friday afternoon March 24, 2017.  Check-in 

time is 4:00.  Members wishing to go are urged to call Triada direct to secure a room.  
Caravans are encouraged, and are always enjoyable, but certainly not required.  Triada 

has a secured underground garage to house our Packard automobiles, and owners 
once again will be allowed to park their cars.   
 

The weekend schedule is intentionally flexible, as it was last time.  Everyone will 
receive a map of the Movie Colony section of Palm Springs, which is a self-guided 
walking tour commencing right outside the Triada Hotel or you can drive and take in 

more of the stars homes.  After the walking tour lunch will be at Billy Reed’s 
Restaurant, famous for its chicken pot pie and Boston Crème pie dessert.  Dinner will 

be at Morton’s, former home of the owner of the Pierce Arrow Automobile Company 
now a restaurant and conference facility.   We see another fun weekend event!   

Checkout time is 11:00 am Sunday. 

PLEASE DO NOT DELAY!  To make reservations, please contact Weekend Coordinator 
Tim Pestotnik (email:tim@pestotnik.com) to let him know, and whether you will bring 

your Packard or other notable car.  Be sure to make your reservation directly at the 
Triada by phone with JESSICA RUIZ - SALES ASSOCIATE 

Triada Palm Springs, Autograph Collection 

640 N. Indian Canyon Drive, Palm Springs, CA 

D: (760)424-3701 

jruiz@pacificahost.com 

Be sure to ask for the Packard Club Room Rate 
of $200/night. 

http://www.triadapalmsprings.com/
mailto:tim@pestotnik.com
mailto:jruiz@pacificahost.com
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La Jolla Concours d'Elegance 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Calling all Packards!  The premiere event to showcase our Packards is scheduled for April 7-9, 2017.  
This venue eclipses all other scheduled events in terms of exposure, location, and public interest.  We 

would be remiss in our duties to walk away from it.  Indeed, the goal is to present a collection of 
Packard cars on the grass at the Cove unlike has ever been seen before. 

 
Space is limited.  Members are urged to sign up promptly so as not to lose out.  Two ways are 
available to show your Packard: 1) Pre-register at the $275 level using the on-line form found at 

lajollaconcours@mcfarlanepromotions.com .  Use this form if you plan to show your car on the grass 
at the Cove. You may select “Judged” or “Display Only” categories.  2) Register at the Motor Car 

Classics section.  This is will admit your car to the Packard Car Corral at the $175 level.  This special 
offer for our members includes a tent, tables, chairs, bottled water, and one prize for the “best car”, 
as determined by car corral participants using whatever rules you want to use.  Admission includes 

the VIP supper at the Cove Saturday evening for 2, admission to the Concours Sunday April 9, and 
the luncheon.  Members who wish may drive their Packard cars to the Cove Saturday evening and 

park them on Coastline Blvd. directly in front of the VIP dinner, thus giving guests a preview of what 
they will see next day.  Afterward, if you wish, your Packard may be left in an underground, lit, 
secured garage for the night at no charge.  Sunday morning you would then retrieve your car and 

drive it 150 yards to the Packard corral.   
 

Note: The San Diego Region Board voted to reimburse you for a portion of the registration 
fee: $45 for the Concours and $25 for the Motorcar Classics, payable on or after April 9. 

 
If enough Packard cars register we have been guaranteed dedicated judged categories for our cars: 
Pre-War Open, Pre-War Closed, Post-War Open, Post-War Closed.  Note: CCCA rules are used when 

admitting cars, meaning the cut-off is 1950. 
 

Let’s show ‘em what we’ve got: Packard is quite simply the most 
elegant and desirable luxury car in the world. 

  

mailto:lajollaconcours@mcfarlanepromotions.com
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PI San Diego Region 

2017 Calendar of Events (Under Development) 

Listed below is the preliminary 2017 calendar of officially sponsored events by the San Diego Region of Packards 
International Motor Car Club.  Also included are National PI events sponsored by PI headquarters or one of its regions.  You 
must be a member of Packards International Motor Car Club to attend officially sponsored events. 

The full Calendar of Events for 2017 will be developed at our activities planning meeting on January 14th. 

Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the location or setting 
of the tour.  

Month Date Event Name/Description City Tour Director 

Jan 1 Brunch at Hotel del Coronado San Diego Steve Ross 

Jan 14 2017 Activities Calendar Planning Meeting San Diego Richard Schauer 

Feb  17-19 Annual PI Membership Meet Orange Don Hull 

Mar 4 Tremble Clefs 1st Annual Car Show Benefit 
–Parkinson’s Disease Benefit 

San Diego Steve Ross 

Mar 24-26 Palm Springs Overnight Palm Springs Tim Pestotnik 

Apr 7-9 La Jolla Concours D’Elegance  La Jolla Richard Schauer 

June 23 Packard/Pierce-Arrow Night @ Cruisin' 
Grand 

Escondido Mark Burnside 

July 4 4th of July Parade Honoring War Heroes Coronado Richard Schauer 

 

http://hoteldel.com/restaurant-coronado/crown-room/
http://www.sdpolicemuseum.com/
http://www.packardsinternational.com/pdf/2017-membership-meet.pdf
http://www.trembleclefs.com/
http://www.trembleclefs.com/
http://www.triadapalmsprings.com/
http://www.lajollaconcours.com/
file:///C:/Users/Sydney/Dropbox/July%094%09Coronado%204th%20of%20July%20Parade%20-%20War%20Heroes%09Coronado%09Richard%20Schauer
file:///C:/Users/Sydney/Dropbox/July%094%09Coronado%204th%20of%20July%20Parade%20-%20War%20Heroes%09Coronado%09Richard%20Schauer
http://www.coronadonewsca.com/news/coronado_island_news/avenue-of-heroes-the-boys-together-again/article_99930fac-49fe-11e6-a9fd-a7778361439c.html

